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Foodies, get ready for 
diverse array of flavors

Inside her cramped food 
truck, chef  Jamilah Nixon 
admitted she was a little 

nervous. She’d been up since 
4:30 a.m. getting ready for the 
onslaught of  hungry festival-
goers at BottleRock 2019 at the 
Napa County Fairgrounds. 

Like hundreds of  other chefs 
and cooks featured at the 
music, wine and culinary 
event, she’s been prepping 
food for days, but this is the 
Santa Rosa resident’s first 
time working a food truck at 
BottleRock. 

She was expecting to make 

Former professional baseball players Ken Griffey Jr., left, and Jake 
Peavy, right, stretch out a sausage casing Friday with chef Graham 
Elliot on the Williams-Sonoma Culinary Stage in Napa.

By HEATHER IRWIN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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May resigns, defeated by Brexit

LONDON — Prime Minister The-
resa May announced her resignation 
Friday after three years of  trying 
and failing to pull Britain out of  the 

European Union, throwing her coun-
try into an unpredictable situation 
and setting off a bare-knuckled con-
test among other Conservative law-
makers to replace her.

As she stood behind a lectern out-
side No. 10 Downing St., May admitted 
that a different leader was needed to 
shepherd the split, known as Brexit. 
But she also warned that the unyield-
ing stance taken by the hard-line fac-
tions of  lawmakers who had proved 
her undoing would have to change.

“To succeed, he or she will have to 
find consensus in Parliament where I 
have not,” May said. “Such a consen-
sus can only be reached if  those on 
all sides of  the debate are willing to 
compromise.”

Whether such compromise is even 
possible in Britain’s polarized poli-
tics is unclear at best.

Brexit has splintered both the Con-
servatives and the opposition Labour 
Party into warring factions since the 
referendum that narrowly approved 

the departure on June 23, 2016. A sec-
ond referendum that could keep Brit-
ain in the European Union remains a 
distant possibility.

But many Conservative lawmak-
ers have grown more hard line 
during May’s long, fractious tenure 
and now support leaving the bloc 
with no withdrawal deal at all — a 
move opposed by a majority in Par-
liament and one that most analysts 

LONDON »  Prime minister 
steps down after polarizing 
3-year battle to leave EU
By BENJAMIN MUELLER  
AND STEPHEN CASTLE
NEW YORK TIMES
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Theresa
May
UK Prime  
Minister will 
resign on June 7

More 
file suit 
against 
builder

Three more couples who sur-
vived the fierce 2017 Tubbs fire 
sued an embattled Central Val-
ley construction company that 
signed contracts with roughly 
40 Santa Rosa-area homeown-
ers to rebuild their houses de-
stroyed in the inferno.

The disgruntled customers, 
from Coffey Park and Larkfield 
neighborhoods, filed civil law-
suits Thursday and Friday in 
Sonoma County Superior Court 
against Chiaramonte Construc-
tion & Plumbing Inc. The suits 
accused the contractor of  fraud, 
negligence, breach of  contract 
and negligent supervision and 
accounting. 

Last week, in response to 
separate customer complaints 
against the company, Cali-
fornia’s Contractors State 
License Board opened a pre-
liminary investigation of  the 
Tulare contractor, and posted 
on its website eight violations it 
thinks the company might have  

Construction company 
was set to erect homes in 
Coffey Park, Larkfield
By AUSTIN MURPHY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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TUBBS FIRE

Trump 
bypasses 
Congress

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump circumvented 
Congress on Friday by declar-
ing an emergency over Iran and 
moving forward with arms sales 
to Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates and Jordan that 
had been blocked by Congress 
since last year.

Trump also announced Fri-
day that he would order about 
1,500 additional troops to the 
Middle East to increase protec-
tion of  those U.S. forces already 
there. The new deployment is 
less than what hard-liners in the 
Trump White House were said 
to have wanted, and below what 

By HELENE COOPER  
AND EDWARD WONG
NEW YORK TIMES
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THEY’RE BACK: Confetti cannons fire as Imagine Dragons perform Friday on the JaM Cellars Stage during opening day of BottleRock Napa Valley in Napa.

Sun shines, music reigns 
at 7th annual festival

Thousands of fans enjoy return 
of Imagine Dragons, other bands

A chilly wind was whipped 
through downtown Napa 
when Imagine Dragons 

took the stage to wrap the 
opening day at the seventh Bot-
tleRock Napa Valley music, food 
and drink festival, but between 
the simmering start of  sunburn 
from the day, and a lot of  beer 
and wine, no one seemed to 
mind.

The band opened with “Be-
liever,” complete with a confetti 
storm and light show, and then 
lead singer Dan Reynolds 
paused to receive a rainbow 
banner handed to the stage.

“This is a free, safe zone to 
be yourself, whatever that may 
be,” he said. Then the band 
plunged into “It’s Time” and 
“Whatever It Takes.”       

Imagine Dragons first played 
BottleRock in 2015. Its return 
was a Northern California 
homecoming of  sorts for the 
band, which includes bassist 
Ben McKee, who grew up in 
Forestville and graduated from 
El Molino High School. 

The festival’s demographics 

Friday leaned toward music 
lovers in their 20s, but there 
also were some young fami-
lies.

Two young women — Tay-
lor, 23, and Katy, 24, who gave 
only their first names — came 
out from New York City to 

By DAN TAYLOR
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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BOTTLEROCK NAPA VALLEY » OPENING DAY

NOT SKIPPING A BEAT: Vintage  
Trouble lead singer Ty Taylor performs  
at BottleRock Napa Valley.


