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Trump vague on NATO pledge
President’s speech to allies
criticizes members over
‘chronic underpayments’
By MICHAEL D. SHEAR, MARK
LANDLER AND JAMES KANTER
NEW YORK TIMES

BRUSSELS — President Donald
Trump on Thursday punctured
any illusions that he was on a
fence-mending tour of Europe, declining to explicitly endorse NATO’s
mutual defense pledge and lashing

out at fellow members for what he
called their “chronic underpayments” to the alliance.
On a tense day when Trump
brought the “America first” themes
of his presidential campaign to the
very heart of Europe, he left European leaders visibly unsettled, with
some openly lamenting divisions
with the United States on trade, climate and the best way to confront
Russia.
The discord was palpable even in
body language. When Trump greeted Emmanuel Macron, France’s new

president, they grabbed each other’s
hands, jaws clenched, in an extended
grip that turned Trump’s knuckles
white. When the leaders lined up to
pose for the traditional photograph
at NATO headquarters, Trump appeared to push aside the Montenegrin prime minister, Dusko Markovic, to get to his assigned place in
the front.
The split was starkest at NATO
headquarters, where Trump used
the dedication of a soaring new
building to lecture allies on their financial contributions. Far from ro-

bustly reaffirming NATO’s mutual
defense commitment in the way that
many members hoped he would,
Trump repeated his complaint that
the United States was shouldering
an unfair burden.
“Twenty-three of the 28 member
nations are still not paying what
they should be paying and what
they’re supposed to be paying for
their defense,” Trump declared, as
the leaders shifted uncomfortably
behind him, shooting one another
TURN TO NATO » PAGE A8
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begin — in style
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agency providing
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WORKING TOGETHER: Above, BottleRock public relations director Tom Fuller takes a group shot Tuesday of staff on the main stage of the three-day music festival at the
Napa Expo. Top right, a worker makes a last-minute preparation. The event features headliners including Maroon 5, Tom Petty and the Foo Fighters.

Grass in front of stage is new to food, music event at the Napa Expo
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

B

NAPA
ottleRock is back, upping its act with real
grass underfoot, massages for spectators
and more luxury suites as the sold-out
event, now in its fifth year, continues to redefine
the outdoor music festival experience.
The three-day food and music extravaganza
kicking off today and featuring headliners Maroon 5, Tom Petty and the Foo Fighters includes
upgrades one might expect at a four-star hotel,
including $50,000 suites offering unobstructed
views of the main stage and a spa where the tired
and sore masses can get massages or a pedicure.
Perhaps the most noticeable change is the carpet of green grass blanketing the ground in front
of the main stage. Festival fashionistas can take
comfort knowing they can throw down “Moves
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MAKING MERCH SHINE: Ian Hannula dresses a mannequin Thursday inside of a BottleRock booth.

Appeals court rejects Trump’s new travel ban
Revised order still called
discriminatory; Sessions vows
to appeal to Supreme Court
By ADAM LIPTAK
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Describing President
Donald Trump’s revised travel ban as intolerant and discriminatory, a federal appeals
court on Thursday rejected government efforts to limit travel to the United States from
six predominantly Muslim nations. Attorney
General Jeff Sessions quickly vowed to appeal to the Supreme Court.

Further expanding the outsourcing of health care services
at the county jail, Sonoma County is hiring a for-profit company
to replace the county agency that
has been caring for mentally ill
prisoners since 1983.
California Forensic Medical
Group, or CFMG, which has
provided general medical services at the jail since 2000, will
administer an array of psychiatric services, including mental
health evaluations, group and
individual psychotherapy, crisis
management and psychotropic
medication services.
The move displaces about 13
county mental health workers,
who will be transferred to vacant county mental health department positions, said Michael
Kennedy, director of the local
mental health division.
The Sheriff’s Office will pay
CFMG $4.6 million for fiscal
year 2017-18, the first year of a
five-year agreement approved
this week by the Board of Supervisors. A significant portion of
that cost — nearly a third — will
be reimbursed by state funds,
sheriff’s officials said Tuesday.
Based in Monterey, CFMG is
the state’s largest private provider of correctional health
care services, with contracts
in El Dorado, Napa, Solano and
Santa Barbara counties, and 23
others. The company provides
health care in 65 corrections facilities in the state, serving about
15,000 inmates.
Assistant Sonoma County
Sheriff Randall Walker told
county supervisors the contract
change was part of Sheriff Steve
Freitas’ review of all major contracts in the department to ensure they undergo a competitive
bidding process.
Walker said the decision to

The decision was the first
from a federal appeals court
on the revised travel ban,
which was an effort to make
good on a campaign centerpiece of the president’s
national security agenda. It
echoed earlier skepticism by
lower federal courts about
Jeff
the legal underpinnings
Sessions
for Trump’s executive order, which sought to halt travelers for up to
90 days while the government imposed stricter vetting processes.
The revised order, issued on March 6,
“speaks with vague words of national secu-

rity, but in context drips with religious intolerance, animus and discrimination,” the
4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, in Richmond, Virginia, concluded in its 205-page
ruling.
The White House derided the court decision as a danger to the nation’s security. And
Sessions, in pledging to appeal to the nation’s
highest court, said the government “will
continue to vigorously defend the power and
duty of the executive branch to protect the
people of this country from danger.”
At almost every turn since Trump ordered
the travel ban — first in January and, when
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