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FLOODS BRING HOUSTON TO NEAR-STANDSTILL: 
Death toll from storms rises to at least 14 
in Texas, Oklahoma since Friday / A3
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Sudden end to Cardinals’ season Sports
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LATEST INCIDENT: California Academy of Sciences researchers Sue Pemberton, left, and Maureen Flannery examine a young gray whale that washed ashore at 
Portuguese Beach. Experts say the dead whale shows signs of being attacked by an orca before washing ashore.

Nature’s toll

“At this point we’re not even concerned about it.  
There’s so many whales that die every year that we just don’t see.”

JUSTIN VIEZBICKE, National Marine Fisheries Services biologist 

Marine mammal 
experts say there’s 
no apparent single 

cause behind a recent spate of  
dead whales on North Coast 
and Bay Area beaches — an 
assertion bolstered Tuesday 
by reported signs of  an orca 
attack in remains of  a young 
gray whale that washed up 
on the Sonoma Coast last 
weekend.

Evidence that the whale at 
Portuguese Beach succumbed 
to natural predation, like 
another whale found dead 
last month near Santa Cruz, 
should offer some reassur-
ance to those concerned by 
the frequency with which 
dead or dying whales have 
been coming ashore in recent 
months, many too badly 
decomposed to reveal what 
killed them. 

“It’s alarming because 
we’re seeing more than we 
typically see, but there’s 
nothing that unifies them,” 
said Sheila Semens, executive 

director of  the Noyo Center 
for Marine Science in Fort 
Bragg.

National Marine Fisher-
ies Services biologist Justin 
Viezbicke, coordinator of  the 
federal West Coast Stranding 
Network, said the appearance 
of  higher than usual numbers 
may be a function of  a strong 
onshore current and wind 
conditions bringing ashore 
whales that otherwise would 
decompose in the ocean.

“At this point we’re not 
even concerned about it,” 
Viezbicke said Tuesday. 
“There’s so many whales that 
die every year that we just 
don’t see.”

At least nine whales have 
washed up on the Northern 
California coast since a pyg-
my sperm whale was found 
dying at Point Reyes National 
Seashore on Jan. 8. 

They included a sperm 
whale, a humpback whale 
bearing signs of  a ship strike, 
and an orca entangled in fish-
ing gear found at MacKerrich-
er State Park north of  Fort 

Experts say no single cause in rash of North Coast, Bay Area whale deaths

LIKELY CAUSE

National Marine Fisheries biologist Justin Viezbicke, coordinator of the  
federal West Coast Stranding Network, said a strong onshore current and  
wind conditions may be bringing ashore whales that otherwise would  
decompose in the ocean, resulting in higher numbers of beachings this year.

ONLINE: For video from Portuguese Beach, 
where the young gray whale was discovered, go to pressdemocrat.com

TURN TO TOLL, PAGE A7

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

DRAWING ATTENTION: Tourists take pictures of the gray whale that washed 
ashore at Portuguese Beach last weekend. At least nine whales have washed 
ashore on the Northern California coast since early January.

Cleveland police accept limits on use of force

CLEVELAND — The Cleveland Police 
Department, which has become a flash 
point in the racially charged debate over 
police tactics, has agreed to follow some 
of  the most exacting standards in the na-
tion over how and when its officers can 
use force, and will accept close oversight 
to make sure those rules are not ignored, 
city and federal officials said Tuesday.

The agreement is part of  a settlement 

with the Justice Department over what 
federal officials have called a pattern of  
unconstitutional policing and abuse. The 
Justice Department found that police 
officers in Cleveland used stun guns in-
appropriately, punched and kicked un-
armed people, and shot at people who 
posed no threat. The incidents often went 
unreported and uninvestigated, investi-
gators found.

“There is much work to be done, across 
the nation and in Cleveland, to rebuild 
trust between law enforcement and the 
communities they serve where it has 
eroded, but it can be done,” said Vanita 
Gupta, who leads the Justice Depart-
ment’s Civil Rights Division. “Today’s 
agreement really should serve as a mod-
el for those seeking to address similar is-

MICHAEL F. McELROY / New York Times

Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson talks to reporters 
Tuesday as Vanita Gupta of the Justice Department’s 
civil rights division looks on in Cleveland.

In settlement with Justice Dept. 
after findings of abuse, officers 

will face strict rules, close oversight

By MITCH SMITH and MATT APUZZO
NEW YORK TIMES
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SR looks 
to ease 
building 
process

Facing a surge of  interest in 
building activity but a histori-
cally low level of  housing starts, 
Santa Rosa is taking another 
stab at making its oft-criticized 
process for reviewing and ap-
proving development more cus-
tomer-friendly 
and efficient.

The city has 
hired a San 
Jose consulting 
firm to conduct 
a wide-ranging 
assessment of  
its Community 
Development 
and related de-
partments to 
suggest ways 
to streamline 
review and ap-
proval of  residential and com-
mercial projects.

The $74,500 consulting con-
tract comes as the City Council 
seeks to find ways to encourage 
more affordable housing devel-
opment in Santa Rosa. Council 
members soon will be deciding 
whether to spend up to $1 mil-
lion next year to offer incentives 
to such developments.

Improving the way the city 
handles building permit approv-
als is another way Santa Rosa 
may be able to help accomplish 
the same overall goal, City Man-
ager Sean McGlynn said. 

“What we’re striving to do 
is to review our processes and 
see where we can do better and 
bring some certainty to the pro-
cess from a customer’s perspec-
tive,” McGlynn said.

The move comes amid a 
mini-rebound in building ac-
tivity in the city, after housing 
starts in the wake of  the reces-
sion plunged to lows not seen in 
40 years. The number of  plan-

City hires firm to assess, 
help streamline how it 

reviews, approves permits

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Group blames 
immigrants for 
state’s drought

LOS ANGELES — In a televi-
sion commercial that has aired 
across the state, a young boy 
asks: “If  Californians are hav-
ing fewer children, why isn’t 
there enough water?”

The ad is part of  a wider me-
dia campaign blaming Califor-
nia’s historic drought on the 
state’s large number of  immi-
grants. The group that paid for 
it, Californians for Population 
Stabilization, has long called for 
stricter enforcement of  immi-
gration laws, arguing that the 
state’s natural resources cannot 
sustain high levels of  popula-
tion growth.

The group has used the re-
cent spotlight on California’s 
dwindling water reserves to try 
to gain support for its many 
favored causes, which include 
ending the right to citizenship 
for every child born on U.S. soil 
and opposing state efforts to 
give immigrants in the country 
illegally access to Medicaid.

By KATE LINTHICUM
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Sean 
McGlynn
Santa Rosa 
city manager


