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Russia secret channel sought?
INTELLIGENCE REPORTS » Kushner, president’s adviser,
son-in-law, reportedly wanted to hide communications
By ELLEN NAKASHIMA
AND ADAM ENTOUS
WASHINGTON POST

Jared
Kushner
Sources say he
wanted secret
Russia link

Jared Kushner and Russia’s ambassador to Washington discussed
the possibility of setting up a secret
and secure communications channel
between Donald Trump’s transition

team and the Kremlin, using Russian
diplomatic facilities in an apparent
move to shield their pre-inauguration
discussions from monitoring, according to U.S. officials briefed on intelligence reports.
Ambassador Sergey Kislyak reported to his superiors in Moscow
that Kushner, son-in-law and confi-

dant to then-President-elect Trump,
made the proposal during a meeting
on Dec. 1 or 2 at Trump Tower, according to intercepts of Russian communications that were reviewed by
U.S. officials. Kislyak said Kushner
suggested using Russian diplomatic
facilities in the United States for the
communications.
The meeting also was attended by
Michael Flynn, Trump’s first national security adviser.
The White House disclosed the
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meeting only in March, playing down
its significance. But people familiar with the matter say the FBI now
considers the encounter, as well as
another meeting Kushner had with a
Russian banker, to be of investigative
interest.
Kislyak reportedly was taken
aback by the suggestion of allowing
an American to use Russian communications gear at its embassy or
TURN TO RUSSIA » PAGE A2

SMART TRAIN

A trip to
the city
could be
complex
At the moment, traveling
to San Francisco will
require string of transfers
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The dream of making excursions to San Francisco from the
North Bay aboard a train, or
venturing north from the city
to Wine Country, is closer to
reality with the looming start
of passenger rail service, but
current timetables for the train,
ferry and a connecting shuttle
indicate riders will have to be
adaptable.
While the focus since Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit released its schedule last week has
been on commuters — the rail
agency’s bread and butter ridership — another key component
of service is linking people to
San Francisco via the Larkspur
ferry.
North Bay residents and others across the Golden Gate have
been looking at SMART’s new
timetable to see if it will work
for them.
“I’m excited about the SMART
train for recreational outings,”
Matt Gustafson of Windsor
said in an email responding to
a Press Democrat query about
the train schedule. “I’d rather
use the ferry and the train than
drive in traffic, deal with SF
parking, etc.”
SMART and Golden Gate
Bridge officials say they designed the train schedule to
be in sync with the ferry. But
they also acknowledge the connections leave little time for
dilly-dallying.
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bove, Mai Lee and her husband, Lee, take advantage of
the calm water of the Kelsey
Creek Slough, as well as a relatively
empty Clear Lake State Park in Soda
Bay on Friday to start their Memorial Day vacation. The park reopened
in March after winter flooding on
the lake, and many of the campsites
were still open. At right, bass fishermen head for their fish weigh-in at
Konocti Vista Casino on Clear Lake
during the 2017 Won Bass California
Open near Kelseyville. Dozens of the
contestants will stay to fish on the
lake this weekend after the
tournament ends.
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BOTTLEROCK » OPENING DAY

Macklemore, Martha
serve up music, more
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

NAPA — In almost any other context,
watching Seattle-based rapper Macklemore toss pieces of meat grilled by Martha Stewart from a stage into a crowd of
screaming fans would run the risk of being labeled fake news.
But this is BottleRock, where a brash
young rap star and an ex-felon septuagenarian food and fashion icon can share
the Culinary Stage and it all turns out
strangely awesome.
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“I’ve never been to a rock concert before,” Stewart, 75, said to Macklemore, 33,
and his partner, Ryan Lewis, 29. “Now I
know how you feel. You must get high on
this.”
Later in the evening, the rap duo took
to BottleRock’s main stage, where they
had tens of thousands singing and dancing along to “Thrift Shop,” “Can’t Hold
Us” and other hits.
Now in its fifth year, BottleRock
— which is expected to draw up to
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Macklemore rocks the BottleRock crowd on the Jam Cellars stage at the Napa Expo.
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