
SUNDAY, MAY 27, 2018 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

SANTA ROSA
High 82, Low 51
THE WEATHER, C8

Business E1
Classified E5
Community B10

Crossword T7
Forum B11
LeBaron T1

Lotto A2
Movies D6
Nevius C1

Obituaries B4
Sonoma Life D1
Smith A3

SSU WINE PROGRAM TAKES ROOT: $11 million 
facility with state-of-the-art classrooms and 
more poised to have its grand opening / E1
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SUN COMES OUT FOR BOTTLEROCK » 
Festivalgoers bask in warmth as 
food and music hit good notes.  A3

BEING HAPPY LIKE SWEDISH » More 
embracing trend of minimalism, 
simplicity and balance.  D1

WARRIORS BOUNCE BACK » Late 
surge helps Golden State defeat 
Houston Rockets, force Game 7.   C1

County builders see 
wave taking shape

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Jason, top, and Jesus Garcia cover the frame of a Mocha Lane house Thursday being built by Shook & Waller Construction of Windsor in Santa 
Rosa’s Coffey Park neighborhood. Contractors say as home rebuilding in the burn zones picks up steam they will need all the workers they can find.

When Mike Baker saw the first crop of  
rebuilt homes rising from the earth 
of  fire-scarred Coffey Park, he real-

ized the structures had a familiar look.
“Almost all of  these are floor plans that 

I recognize,” said Baker, pastor at Cros-
spoint Church in Santa Rosa. The projects 
included a half-dozen rebuilt versions of  his 
burned three-bedroom home, which had been 
constructed in the northwest Santa Rosa 
neighborhood three decades ago by longtime 
homebuilder Condioitti Enterprises.

Builders and neighbors said it makes sense 
that the first rebuilt houses in the burned 
areas would feature relatively few changes to 
the designs. In contrast, Baker and his wife, 
Zoë, now are working with architects and 
engineers to prepare the building plans for 
their new Keoke Court house, which will add a 
second story and grow by about 25 percent to 

nearly 2,000 square feet.
The Bakers hope to break ground later this 

summer and are willing to take the extra time 
and effort in order to get the home they want.

Nearly eight months have transpired since 
the most destructive wildfires in state history 
ravaged the North Bay. What becomes clearer 
each month is the rebuild will take far longer 
than anyone wishes.

In Sonoma County, which suffered the 
biggest losses of  lives and property, fire sur-
vivors have received permits to rebuild about 
400 homes, less than a tenth of  the nearly 
5,300 houses, apartments and granny units 
that burned. The permitted rebuilds nearly 
equal the number of  burned lots that have 
been put up for sale since the fires.

Despite the relatively slow start, contractors 
say a wave of  rebuilds is coming. And they 
contend that when it hits, the county will need 
all the construction workers it can find to meet 

WILDFIRE RECOVERY » NEW HOMES SLOWLY GOING UP

Demand for workers likely to parallel construction surge, experts predict
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Dan Holleran, a friend of a family burned out of their Hemlock Street home in Santa Rosa’s Coffey Park neighborhood, puts roofing material on the home next to  

a vacant lot covered by California poppies. As of Monday, construction projects were underway at 125 homesites in the fire-damaged area. 

W
ith wet weather on its way out and warmer, drier days in 

store, May was supposed to be the month when construction 

projects in Sonoma County’s fire zones would take off. Each 

day, evidence of that recovery grows, with new foundations 

going in and walls going up on new homes in Coffey Park, Fountaingrove, 

the Sonoma Valley and the greater Mark West area.

Still, the activity so far pales with what was lost. About 400 rebuilding 

permits have been issued countywide, including 250 in Santa Rosa and the 

remainder outside city limits. Far fewer projects are actually underway to 

replace the nearly 5,300 homes destroyed countywide. 

The obstacles, now well-known among fire survivors, include battles 

over insurance payouts, rising material costs and a lack of skilled labor-

ers available to do the work.    

Yet with debris cleanup all but done across the North Bay — a historic 

effort in its own right — the stage is set, with contractors searching far 

and wide for workers, government planners speeding their review of proj-

ects and the first significant wave of homeowners breaking ground.       

FOCUS ON CONSTRUCTION
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FIRST HOME REBUILT  

IN SR’S COFFEY PARK

The city has issued 197 permits  

to rebuild the neighborhood, 

where 1,260 homes were lost.  
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WATER QUALITY IMPROVES 

IN FOUNTAINGROVE

Levels of benzene in water mains 

have begun to dissipate, but  

building permits lag other areas. 
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TEACHING A NEW  

GENERATION OF WORKERS

Training programs are aiding  

a “race against time” to develop  

a skilled laborforce.   
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HELPING FIRE SURVIVORS 

NAVIGATE REBUILDING

Local governments  

are working to accelerate and 

simplify the permit process. 
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PARTICIPATING SPONSORS

Rebuild

SPECIAL SECTION INSIDE
With debris from October’s fires 
nearly cleared, the stage is  
set in the North Bay for home  
construction to pick up steam / H1

Momentous day commences for SRJC grads

A century after 19 students formed 
the inaugural class of  Santa Rosa Junior 
College, launching a Sonoma County in-
stitution that has since enrolled an esti-
mated 1.7  million students, the Class of  
2018 took its place in history Saturday 
— each graduate marking a milestone in 
their own lives and an era shaped by the 
school’s presence.

The graduates ranged from 17 years 
old to 72, and reflected a widening spec-
trum of  cultural and ethnic diversity, 
their colorful ceremonial stoles declar-
ing membership in study and commu-
nity groups, their caps a canvas for indi-

vidual expression, adorned with flowers, 
sparkles and stenciled slogans.

Author Gaye LeBaron, the commence-
ment speaker and an SRJC graduate 
from the class of  1955, noted the proces-
sion “looked very different than the one 
I was in” — a group of  mostly teenagers 
with a smattering of  returned Korean 
War veterans taking advantage of  the GI 
Bill.

Sabrina Rawson, 47, was among the 
hundreds of  students who participated 
in Saturday’s ceremony. A mother who 
had five children before starting her ed-
ucation, she served two years as student 
trustee while studying history, while also 
battling lung disease. 

“I never thought I’d be here,” said 
Rawson, who until three weeks ago 
walked around campus with an oxygen 
bottle to aid her breathing. Now, she’s ERIK CASTRO / FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Graduates making their way toward the stage during Santa Rosa Junior College’s 2018 
commencement ceremony on Saturday.

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

CLASS OF 2018 » College marks 
centennial milestone, reflecting 
cultural and ethnic diversity
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Irish supporters of the “Yes” 
campaign react to landslide vote 
to repeal the country’s restrictions 
on abortion Saturday in Dublin.

Irish end 
abortion 
ban in 
landslide

DUBLIN — Ireland voted 
decisively to repeal one of  the 
world’s more restrictive abor-
tion bans, sweeping aside gen-
erations of  conservative patri-
archy and dealing the latest in a 
series of  stinging rebukes to the 
Roman Catholic Church.

The surprising landslide, re-
flected in the results announced 
on Saturday, cemented the 
nation’s liberal shift at a time 
when right-wing populism is 
on the rise in Europe and the 
Trump administration is im-
posing curbs on abortion rights 
in the United States. In the past 
three years alone, Ireland has 
installed a gay man as prime 
minister and has voted in anoth-
er referendum to allow same-
sex marriage.

But this was a particularly 
wrenching issue for Irish vot-
ers, even for supporters of  the 
measure. And it was not clear 
until the end that the momen-
tum toward socially liberal pol-
icies would be powerful enough 
to sweep away deeply ingrained 
opposition to abortion.

“What we have seen today re-
ally is a culmination of  a quiet 
revolution that’s been taking 
place in Ireland for the past  
10 or 20 years,” Prime Minister 
Leo Varadkar said at a count-
ing center in Dublin before the 
results of  Friday’s vote were 
released, giving an early indica-
tion of  the final outcome.

“This has been a great exercise 
in democracy,” Varadkar said, 
“and the people have spoken 

Voters cement liberal shift 
away from 1983 measure 
with amendment repeal
By KIMIKO DE  
FREYTAS-TAMURA
NEW YORK TIMES
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