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Push on to revive Korea talks

Preacher 
f ights 
to turn 
state red

PASADENA — Franklin Gra-
ham stood in a packed locker 
room at the Rose Bowl, sur-
rounded by fellow evangelists, 
pastors, and his top Los Angeles 
donors. 

It was two weeks before the 
California primary, and Gra-
ham was urging them to take a 
stand against their state’s “blue 
wall.”

The blue wall of  California, 
Graham told the gathering, rep-
resents secular values that have 
taken root on the country’s west 
coast.

“Progressive?” he went on, 
“That’s just another word for 
godless.” Now is the time for 
churches to “suck it up” and 
vote.

“We’re tired of  being stepped 
on,” Felix Martin del Campo, a 
board member of  Samaritan’s 
Purse, Graham’s internation-
al humanitarian organization, 
said in an interview. “Only as 
we change the heart of  the peo-
ple of  California can California 
go red again.”

Graham, the son of  the late 
Billy Graham and one of  the 
leading figures in evangelical 
Christianity, is going straight 
for that heart.

Graham is leading a three-bus 
caravan up the middle of  the 
state, one of  the biggest political 
battlegrounds this year, to urge 
evangelicals to vote and to win 
California for Jesus. The two 
week tour ends on the day of  the 
primary, June 5.

Along the way, Graham is 

WASHINGTON — The Unit-
ed States and North Korea on 
Sunday kicked off an urgent, be-
hind-the-scenes effort to resur-
rect a summit meeting between 

their two leaders by June 12, 
racing to develop a joint agen-
da and dispel deep skepticism 
about the chances for reaching a 
framework for a lasting nuclear 
agreement in so little time.

Technical and diplomatic ex-
perts from the United States 
made a rare visit to North Korea 

to meet with their counterparts, 
U.S. officials said Sunday. Before 
any summit meeting, the U.S. 
team, led by Sung Kim, a veter-
an diplomat, is seeking detailed 
commitments from Kim Jong 
Un, the North Korean leader, 
about his regime’s willingness 
to abandon its nuclear weapons 
program.

In a tweet Sunday night, Pres-
ident Donald Trump confirmed 
the meetings in the North Kore-

an part of  Panmunjom, a “truce 
village” in the Demilitarized 
Zone that separates the two Ko-
reas. 

He also expressed his admin-
istration’s newfound optimism 
about the meeting, further em-
bracing the conciliatory lan-
guage both sides have used since 
he canceled the planned meet-
ing in a bitterly worded letter to 
Kim Jong Un on Thursday.

“I truly believe North Korea 

has brilliant potential and will 
be a great economic and finan-
cial Nation one day,” Trump 
wrote on Twitter after a second 
straight day of  golf  at his Vir-
ginia club. “Kim Jong Un agrees 
with me on this. It will happen!”

White House officials said Joe 
Hagin, a deputy White House 
chief  of  staff, is leading a sep-
arate delegation in Singapore, 

TRUMP-KIM SUMMIT » Technical, diplomatic staffs 
on both sides face extremely condensed timeline
By MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
AND DAVID E. SANGER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Billy Graham son’s  
California rallies try 
to turn out evangelicals
By ELIZABETH DIAS
NEW YORK TIMES
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VOTE 2018

One-quarter of  Santa 
Rosa’s city-owned build-
ings need so much work 

that they should be either sold 
or bulldozed instead of  wasting 
the millions of  dollars needed 
to update them. 

That’s the conclusion of  a 
consultant’s report that listed 
such well-known structures 
as the City Hall complex, the 
police station, and the Bennett 
Valley Senior Center as among 

29 “troubled buildings” that 
may not be worth saving. 

The analysis of  the city’s 
114 buildings and structures 
has sparked a robust debate 
about whether the city should 
follow the recommendations of  
the consultant, CannonDesign, 
or override them to appease 
community groups who’ve used 
the buildings, in many cases for 
decades. 

The inclusion on the list of  
the Bennett Valley Senior Cen-

PHOTOS BY BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A MEAL IN THE SHADE: Jimmy Hernandez sits in the shade of a covered picnic gazebo while he eats his lunch and enjoys the weather at Southwest Community Park 
on Sunday in Santa Rosa. The building is one of 12 listed that should be razed, according to a recent consultant’s report.

What’s worth repairing? 
SANTA ROSA » In a city where the average government facility is 
43 years old, new study recommends razing at least a dozen of them

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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TARGETED: 
The Bennett 
Valley Senior 
Center is one 
of 29 “troubled 
buildings” that 
a consultant has 
recommended 
be sold or bull-
dozed, sparking 
concern from 
seniors who 
come to the 
center for meals 
or to socialize.
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