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Teachers, district reach contract deal
Tentative agreement gives
SR City Schools educators
most increases they sought
By LORI A. CARTER
THE PRESS DEM O C RAT

After nearly a year spent at
the negotiating table, Santa
Rosa City Schools and the labor
group representing the district’s
teachers — two sides that have
been in a monthslong standoff
over employee compensation —

have reached a tentative agreement that would give teachers
and other school employees
nearly everything they wanted
in salary increases and health
care benefits.
The two-year deal, which
still must be approved by the
880-member Santa Rosa Teachers Association and the district’s board of trustees, marks
a clear victory for teachers, who
sought to make up for some of
the pay cuts, freezes and forced
furloughs they experienced
amid and after the recession.

They held out over 10 months
of negotiations for a better deal,
waging a public campaign that
included board-meeting and
worksite demonstrations.
Under the proposed contract,
teachers, counselors, nurses,
psychologists and speech therapists with Santa Rosa City
Schools — Sonoma County’s
largest public K-12 school district — would receive a 2.5 percent raise retroactive to last July
and another 3 percent bump
for next school year, totaling
5.5 percent in salary increases.

The district also offered $2,500
toward medical benefits beginning this July.
In addition, teachers would
receive three additional paid
professional development days
per year, amounting to an extra 1.6 percent in pay each year,
SRTA President Amy Stern said.
“We’re really happy with the
agreement,” she said. “I definitely think the membership will
ratify this. I’ve received many,
many emails of support, phone
calls, texts, all supportive.”
Donna Jeye, the school board

In ambitious Napa music festival’s third year,
organizers expect more than 100,000 people over 3 days

BottleRock roars back

president, also sounded a positive note about the deal, though
district officials have been steadfast in their previous public comments about the financial pressure the district is under and the
prohibitive cost of the teachers’
proposed salary increases.
“We are extremely happy that
we’ve reached a tentative agreement,” Jeye said at Wednesday
night’s board meeting, where
the deal was announced.
District officials did not provide specifics on the exact cost
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State may
sanction
lane
splitting
California would be first
US state to legalize common
motorcycle practice
By CHARLES FLEMING
L O S A NG EL ES T I M ES

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

Gerald Conger positions lights on the main stage Thursday in preparation for the BottleRock music festival, beginning at 11 a.m. today
and running through Sunday at the Napa Valley Expo. More than 70 bands and artists are slated to perform.
By DEREK MOORE
THE P RE S S D E MO C RAT

NAPA

T

ens of thousands of music fans and
gourmands are expected to pour into
Napa starting today for BottleRock, a
three-day event that is marking its third year
and appears to have found its groove.
The likes of Robert Plant and Gwen Stefani
playing a venue that also serves as Napa’s
fairgrounds is no longer a matter of shock
here. Instead, such big-name acts — among
more than 70 playing this weekend — are now
expected as part of the BottleRock experience.
To kick it up a notch, the festival this year is
adding a new culinary stage bringing musicians together with celebrity chefs, including
rapper Snoop Dogg, who is expected to demon-

strate his rolling techniques.
Sushi rolling, that is. Snoop will be paired
with Iron Chef Masaharu Morimoto.
Advance ticket sales for the music festival have been strong, said organizer Dave
Graham, who predicted Thursday that total
attendance over three days would top 100,000
and shatter previous records for BottleRock.
Graham said he wasn’t anticipating major
issues to arise with the larger crowds.
“I’m not nervous, which makes me nervous
that I’m missing something,” said Graham,
CEO of Latitude 38 Entertainment, which
owns and organizes the event.
Graham observed the final preparations
Thursday on the new “Sky Deck” at the
Napa Valley Expo. The elevated area for VIP
customers offers terrific views of the festival’s
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LOS ANGELES — Motorcycle
lane splitting — the rush-hour
time saver for bikers that enrages many drivers — may be
poised for legalization.
California would be the first
state to sanction the traffic-evading tactic, already widespread
on traffic-choked freeways. The
state Assembly approved the
legislation Thursday, and supporters said they believe it will
clear the Senate as well.
The measure would allow motorcycles to travel between cars
at speeds up to 15 mph faster
than the flow of traffic, up to a
speed of 50 mph.
The bill’s legislative backers
cite studies showing the practice is safer than trapping bikers
behind cars, which leaves them
vulnerable to more serious rearend collisions. But their proposal has riled both detractors and
supporters.
“Lane splitting is inherently
dangerous,” said Thomas Freeman, a passionate opponent of
the practice who said his opposition movement, hosted online at
stoplanesplitting.com, has more
than 1,000 members.
While some motorcyclists applauded the action, the American Motorcyclist Association
called for even less restrictive
rules.
“We don’t like this bill,” said
Nicolas Haris, the association’s
western states representative.
“It goes a long way in the right
direction, but it falls short.”
Lane splitting — a common
practice in European nations
but illegal in all U.S. states — has
been a fuzzy topic in California.
TURN TO LANE SPLITTING, PAGE A4

Tunisian women tell of decades of violence
Nation documents past abuses
under 2 dictatorships, including
police cruelty, rape of detainees
By CARLOTTA GALL
NEW YORK T I ME S

TUNIS, Tunisia — She was just 21
when she was arrested by Tunisia’s
state police, who hauled her into an
Interior Ministry office and “beat me
up so hard that I don’t even remember
how I found myself there.” But that
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was not the worst part.
Hamida Ajengui said she was
stripped, and hung upside down by a
dozen police officers who hurled abuse
at her and threatened her with rape.
“I was a girl,” Ajengui, now 46, said
in an interview. “I was raised in a certain environment where it is ethical to
be a moral, respectable, polite person.
Then all of a sudden I was taken to
this place where they strip you — they
took all my clothes off — they leave
you completely naked.”
Tunisia has embarked on a bold and
painful experiment, gathering testi-
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mony from victims of six decades of
abuses under two dictatorships before
its revolution four years ago led to a
still-fledgling democracy. Already,
thousands have arrived to lodge complaints at the country’s Truth and Dignity Commission, which is scheduled
to begin public hearings in June with
the goal of exposing the violations,
making reparations and holding the
abusers accountable in a search for
national reconciliation.
Just a few months into the process,
12,000 victims have come forward,
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TOO CLOSE TO CALL: With correct spellings of
“scherenschnitte” and “nunatak,” National
Spelling Bee ends in tie for second year / A9
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Hamida Ajengui, 46, shown at home in Tunis, was
arrested and beaten by Tunisia’s state police at 21.
She had been raising money for prisoners’ families.
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