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Newsom hears pot growers’ concerns
Marijuana advocates
voice regulation worries at
forum in Humboldt County
By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMO C RAT

GARBERVILLE — More than 200
people packed a Humboldt County
theater Friday afternoon to share
with high-ranking state representatives their concerns about the shifting landscape of marijuana regu-

lation in California, where voters
could legalize recreational pot next
year.
Lt. Governor Gavin Newsom,
North Coast Rep. Jared Huffman
and Assemblyman Jim Wood,
D-Healdsburg, fielded questions and
took notes on the points raised by
the crowd of mostly marijuana advocates and growers, many of whom
voiced concerns that they could be
priced out of the market by large
corporations, like those in the tobacco industry, that can afford to pay
high taxes and prices for permits to

grow pot.
“We do not want big industry,”
said Jonathan Baker, a 25-year-old
second generation cannabis cultivator in Humboldt County, the heart of
the so-called Emerald Triangle and
once the king of pot production, with
a reputation for producing some of
the best quality pot and hosting the
most talented weed farmers.
“We are the premier name brand
in the entire world,” said Mary Ann
Lyons, owner of Sunboldt Farms.
The region’s small-scale farmers,
including many of those on hand

Friday, worry they’ll lose their way
of life if pot becomes regulated in a
way that favors large, wealthy growers.
“I don’t have millions of dollars.
Make it viable for all of us,” Baker
said.
All three officials said protecting small farmers was important to
them.
“It’s about keeping those jobs,”
Wood said.
The trio said they also want to
protect the environment from degraTURN TO MARIJUANA, PAGE A5

Spotty salmon season
Weather, food supply conspire against an easy catch for fishing fleet

Gavin
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CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

PREPARING THE CATCH: Socorro Contreras fillets a king salmon Friday at North Coast Fisheries in Santa Rosa, where most of the fish are from Fort Bragg.
Commercial fishermen on the Sonoma Coast say this year’s catch has been spotty, likely because the fish are swimming far and wide in search of food.
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRE S S D E MO C RAT

E

xperts said three months ago there
were more than 650,000 king salmon
waiting to be caught this year off the
North Coast.
But the allegedly abundant fish, one
of the region’s prized natural delicacies,
have proved elusive since commercial
anglers started dropping their lines in the
ocean May 1.
“It’s slow everywhere,” said veteran
Bodega Bay angler Chris Lawson. “Can’t
get any worse.”

Strong winds have kept most of the 60boat salmon fleet tied up in Bodega Bay
for parts of the month, and the catch on
forays as far south as the Farallon Islands
and north to Shelter Cove off Humboldt
County has been spotty.
“Everybody’s been scratching their
heads wondering where the fish are,”
said Zeke Grader, executive director of
the Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations.. “It’s just kind of a
mystery.”
Anglers and scientists agree that the
salmon are likely swimming far and wide
in search of food, which is in unusually

short supply this year on the North Coast
because of warmer water that has affected the base of the food chain, including
some of the favored feed for salmon.
Seabirds that have delayed breeding
on the remote Farallon Islands, 30 miles
west of San Francisco, have been affected by the same “poor productivity” in
surrounding waters, said Russ Bradley,
manager of Petaluma-based Point Blue
Conservation Science’s Farallon program.
Both salmon and seabirds feed on the
small crustaceans called krill and on
TURN TO SALMON, PAGE A5

Biracial beauty queen shakes up Japan
Half-black
woman hopes
stint on global
stage will
lead to more
acceptance
at home

By MARTIN FACKLER

Ariana
Miyamoto,
Miss Universe
Japan 2015,
says she hopes
to spotlight
the difficulties
mixed-race
citizens face
in Japan.

N E W YO RK T I M E S

TOKYO — When Ariana Miyamoto was crowned
Miss Universe Japan 2015, participants said she stole
the show with a saucy strut, an infectious smile and
a calm self-confidence that belied her 21 years. But it
was not just her beauty and poise that catapulted her
to national attention.
Miyamoto is one of only a tiny handful of “hafu,” or
Japanese of mixed race, to win a major beauty pageant
in proudly homogeneous Japan. And she is the first
TURN TO BIRACIAL, PAGE A5

KO SASAKI / New York Times

WASHINGTON — Dennis
Hastert stumbled into political
power amid a Republican sex
scandal in 1998 that unexpectedly elevated the husky Illinoisan
to a position just two heartbeats
away from the presidency.
He became
the
longestserving Republican
House
speaker in U.S.
history,
but
remained
so
proud of his
days as a smalltown
high Dennis
school teacher Hastert
and wrestling
coach that he relished the Capitol Hill nickname “Coach.”
But this week those once-idolized small-town roots caught
up with the 73-year-old Hastert,
who in recent years has worked
behind the scenes as a Washington power broker.
On Friday, federal law enforcement officials said Hastert
had paid $1.7 million over the
past four years to conceal sexual
abuse against a former male student he knew during his days as
a teacher in Yorkville, Ill., where
Hastert worked until 1981.
A top federal law enforcement
TURN TO HASTERT, PAGE A5
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