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For some vets, battle is at home

FORT WORTH, Texas — The dinner 
crowd was sparse for a downtown steak-
house, a handful of  families and couples 
lost in conversations. Ryan Lundeby, 32, a 
U.S. Army Ranger with five deployments to 
Iraq and Afghanistan, took in the scene from 
his table, seemingly meditative beneath his 
shaved head and long beard.

He was not.
“He watches, he’s always watching; he 

notices everything,” said 
his wife, Mary. “Superman 
noticing skills, that’s what 
I call it. Look, he’s doing it 
now — Ryan?”

“That table over there,” 
Ryan Lundeby said, his 
voice soft, his eyes hold-
ing a line. “The guy threw 
his straw wrapper on the 
ground. I’m waiting to see 
if  he picks it up.”

He did not. Ryan Lundeby’s breathing 

slowed.
After 14 years of  war, the number of  vet-

erans with multiple tours of  combat duty is 
the largest in modern U.S. history — more 
than 90,000 soldiers and Marines, many of  
them elite fighters who deployed four or 
more times. New evidence suggests that 
these veterans are not like most others when 
it comes to adjusting to civilian life.

An analysis of  Army data shows that, 
unlike most of  the military, these soldiers’ 
risk of  committing suicide actually drops 
when they are deployed and soars after they 
return home. For the 85 percent of  soldiers 
who make up rest of  the service and were de-

Returning to civilian life can be harder on some elite soldiers who’ve 
had multiple tours of combat duty, and suicide data reflects that
By BENEDICT CAREY
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO VETERANS » PAGE A2

Ryan 
Lundeby

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Desert Storm veteran Eric Henderson, who deployed with the 24th Infantry Division, will march in the National Memorial Day Parade in Washing-
ton, D.C. and is an advocate for a national Desert Storm/Gulf War memorial in the capital.

So they’re not forgotten
Santa Rosa’s Eric Henderson is part of a group of veterans  
seeking a memorial for the 383 soldiers killed in the Gulf War

A quarter-century ago, Eric Henderson 
of  Santa Rosa was in the heat of  the last 
battle of  the Gulf  War, furiously loading 
ammunition and missiles onto Apache at-
tack helicopters that demolished the Iraqi 
Republican Guard’s elite Hammurabi Di-
vision at a bridge over a branch of  the Eu-
phrates River.

“We were at the tip of  the spear,” said 
Henderson, then a 24-year-old sergeant 
in the Army’s 24th Infantry Division, en-
gaged in driving Saddam Hussein’s Army 

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Gulf War vets will march today in the National Memorial Day Parade in Washington

CSO ARCHITECTS

A sketch of the proposed National Desert Storm Memorial.

Migrant 
deaths 
soar 
again

POZZALLO, Sicily — Survi-
vor accounts have pushed to 
more than 700 the number of  
migrants feared dead in Med-
iterranean Sea ship sinkings 
over three days in the past week, 
even as rescue ships saved thou-
sands of  others in daring oper-
ations.

The sinkings appear to ac-
count for the largest loss of  life 
reported in the Mediterranean 
since April 2015, when a single 
ship sank with an estimated 800 
people trapped inside. Human-
itarian organizations say that 
many migrant boats sink with-
out a trace, with the dead nev-
er found, and their fates only 
recounted by family members 
who report their failure to ar-
rive in Europe.

“It really looks like that in the 
last period the situation is real-
ly worsening in the last week, 
if  the news is confirmed,” said 
Giovanna Di Benedetto, a Save 
the Children spokeswoman in 
Italy.

Warmer waters and calmer 
weather of  late have only in-
creased the migrants’ attempts 
to reach Europe.

The largest number of  miss-
ing and presumed dead was 
aboard a wooden fishing boat 
being towed by another smug-
glers’ boat from the Libyan port 
of  Sabratha that sank Thursday. 
Estimates by police and human-
itarian organizations, based on 
survivor accounts, range from 
around 400 to about 550 missing 
in that sinking alone.

One survivor from Eritrea, 
21-year-old Filmon Selomon, 
told The Associated Press that 
water started seeping into the 
second boat after three hours 
of  navigation, and that the mi-
grants tried vainly to get the 
water out of  the sinking boat.

“It was very hard because the 
water was coming from every-
where. We tried for six hours af-
ter which we said it was not pos-
sible anymore,” he said through 
an interpreter.

He jumped into the water and 
swam to the other boat before 
the towline on the navigable 
boat was cut to prevent it from 
sinking when the other went 
down.

A 17-year-old Eritrean, Mo-
hammed Ali Imam, who arrived 
five days ago in another rescue, 
said one of  the survivors told 
him that the second boat started 
taking on water when the first 
boat ran out of  fuel.

Police said the line, which 

By SARAH EL DEEB
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At least 700 reported 
missing on ships sunk 
on the Mediterranean

Brown blends styles of Clinton, Sanders

SACRAMENTO — When Bernie 
Sanders held a rally at an outdoor 
stadium the other night, more than 
15,000 people turned out in a display 
of  cheering, chanting, singing and 

cartwheels.
Gov. Jerry Brown, the state’s most 

prominent Democrat, was not there, 
but he might as well have been. Sand-
ers’ speech was replete with the kind 
of  to-the-barricades flourishes that 
have long been part of  Brown’s cam-
paign language.

“The political establishment is get-
ting nervous,” Sanders said. “The 
corporate establishment is getting 
nervous. And they should be nervous. 
Because real change is coming.”

As the Democratic presidential pri-

mary nears in California, it is easy to 
find in Sanders the kind of  populist 
appeal that has long animated Brown, 
who ran for president in 1992 on a “We 
the People” pledge to accept no contri-
bution more than $100. But it is just as 
easy to find in Hillary Clinton, Sand-
ers’ opponent, the kind of  political 
moderation and fiscal restraint that 
has come to define Brown’s tenure as 
governor.

Brown is in many ways a blend of  RICH PEDRONCELLI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

California Gov. Jerry Brown gestures as he speaks at 
the 91st annual Sacramento Host Breakfast.

By ADAM NAGOURNEY
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO BROWN » PAGE A5

California governor’s mix of  
populism, moderation offers 
recipe for lasting popularity


