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CRASH VICTIMS ID’D: 
Sacramento couple killed 
when single-engine plane 
went down near Petaluma 
airport on Sunday / A3

INSIDE

40 arrested at Petaluma farm

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Protesters from Direct Action Everywhere are arrest-
ed on suspicion of trespassing by Sonoma County 
Sheriff’s deputies at Sunrise Farms in Petaluma.

One of  the largest animal welfare 
demonstrations ever held at a Sonoma 
County farm ended Tuesday with the 
peaceful arrests of  40 activists on sus-
picion of  trespassing at an egg produc-
tion facility northwest of  Petaluma.

An estimated 500 demonstrators 
rallied for more than three hours 
across the street from a farm on Lib-
erty Road north of  Rainsville Road. 

Along with egg production barns, the 
property houses the offices of  Sunrise 
Farms, one of  the North Bay’s largest 
egg producers.

Before sheriff’s deputies arrived, 
dozens of  activists walked onto the 
farm and took away about 10 chick-
ens that were sick or dying, according 
to organizers of  the Berkeley-based 
group Direct Action Everywhere.

That group, also known as DXE, 
and affiliated organizations gathered 
over the past week in Berkeley for 
what they called their “Animal Liber-
ation Conference.” The event, which 
organizers said drew 1,200 registered 
participants from around the U.S. and 
other countries, included on its web-
site an unspecified event for Tuesday 

listed simply as “Action #4.”
Organizers claim the egg farm is 

an example of  a systemic pattern of  
criminal animal abuse in California 
that isn’t being addressed by either 
the justice system or by state and local 
animal welfare agencies.

“When the law is failing us, consum-
ers and individuals have the right, and 
even the obligation, to reveal what’s 
happening behind closed doors,” said 
Cassie King, one of  the organizers ar-
rested Tuesday.

King maintained that California law 
expressly allows the protesters the 
right to provide aid and care to sick 
and injured animals and to document 

500 from animal rights 
groups hold protest, claim 
criminal abuse of chickens
By ROBERT DIGITALE 
AND SUSAN MINICHIELLO 
The PRESS DEMOCRAT
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‘Roseanne’ canceled after racist tweet

ABC on Tuesday abruptly canceled 
top-rated show “Roseanne” after a se-
ries of  racist tweets by its star, Rose-
anne Barr, bringing an end to one of  
Hollywood’s boldest efforts to reach 
out to red-state viewers in the Donald 

Trump era.
“Roseanne” was one of  network 

television’s most successful but turbu-
lent partnerships, producing a week-
ly parade of  millions of  viewers but 
also creating a host of  headaches for 
the Disney-owned network. The show 
spurred debate over the title’s char-
acter support for President Donald 
Trump and Barr’s history of  incendi-
ary statements.

The decision to cancel the sitcom 
came after Barr sent out a tweet late 
Monday referring to Barack Obama 
adviser Valerie Jarrett, who is black. 

The tweet read: “Muslim brotherhood 
& planet of  the apes had a baby=vj.”

Barr soon apologized. “I am truly 
sorry for making a bad joke about her 
politics and her looks,” she wrote on 
Twitter. “I should have known better.”

But by early afternoon, ABC an-
nounced it had canceled the show, 
which was set to serve as the corner-
stone of  its fall schedule.

“Roseanne’s Twitter statement is 
abhorrent, repugnant and inconsis-
tent with our values, and we have de-

Show, effort to reach red 
state viewers, was to be 
cornerstone of fall lineup
By STEVEN ZEITCHIK 
AND EMILY HEIL
WASHINGTON POST
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Roseanne
Barr
Comedian 
brought back 
popular show 
earlier this year.

Study 
disputes 
death 
count

CAGUAS, Puerto Rico — At 
least 4,645 people died as a result 
of  Hurricane Maria and its dev-
astation across Puerto Rico last 
year, according to a new Har-
vard study released Tuesday, 
an estimate that far exceeds the 
official government death toll, 
which stands at 64.

The study, published in the 
New England Journal of  Med-
icine, found that health care 
disruption for the elderly and 
the loss of  basic utility services 
for the chronically ill had sig-
nificant effects across the U.S. 
territory, which was thrown 
into chaos after the September 
hurricane wiped out the electri-
cal grid and had widespread im-
pacts on infrastructure. Some 
communities were entirely cut 
off for weeks amid road closures 
and communications failures.

Researchers in the United 
States and Puerto Rico, led by 
scientists at the Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of  Public Health 
and Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center, calculated the 
number of  deaths by surveying 
nearly 3,300 randomly chosen 
households across the island 
and comparing the estimated 
post-hurricane death rate to the 
mortality rate for the year be-
fore. 

Their surveys indicated 
that the mortality rate was 

Research finds 4,645 
killed in Puerto Rico; 
government says 64 died
By ARELIS R. HERNÁNDEZ 
AND LAURIE MCGINLEY
WASHINGTON POST

HURRICANE MARIA
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Cal Fire Captain Jon Hoag, right, and firefighter Matt Elders put water on hot spots at Hardester’s Market & Hardware, in Middletown on Tuesday. 
The market, which opened in 1943 and had been at its present location since 1960, was owned by three generations of the Hardester family.

Town mourns market

MIDDLETOWN

Hardester’s Market & 
Hardware is not the 
center of  Middletown’s 

universe, but for generations the 
Lake County town and its envi-
rons have revolved around it.

The family-owned market 
destroyed by a Memorial Day 
fire was more than a place to 
pick up a quart of  milk or a deli 
sandwich — it was a symbol of  
hope. 

Opened in 1943 and in its met-
al building on Calistoga Road 
since 1960, the Hardester family 
has owned the market for three 
generations, and was gearing 
up to celebrate the store’s  
75th anniversary in about three 
weeks at the Middletown Days 
parade. 

It was a major employer, pro-
viding jobs to about 100 people, 
plus another 50 at its smaller 
stores in Cobb Mountain and 
Hidden Valley Lake, and not 
only gave to schools and other 
community organizations, but 
provided more than $2,000 a 

month in donated food to the 
local senior center, which feeds 
about 100 people a day with its 
lunch and Meals on Wheels 
programs.

As the 2015 Valley fire laid 
waste to much of  the surround-
ing residential area, the market 
somehow survived, reopening 
the next day with its lights on 
with a generator and food given 
to locals on the honor system. 

“You always had Hardester’s 
… sure they can rebuild, but 
with it came the stability,” said 

By HANNAH BEAUSANG AND 
RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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MIDDLETOWN » Destroyed community mainstay Hardester’s had 
helped victims of Valley fire, employed 100 people in Lake County village

“We’re definitely 
going to rebuild, 
it’s just going to 
take time. The 
community got 
us to where 
we are.”
ROSS HARDESTER, owner of 
Hardester’s Market


