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Iraqi forces launch strike on Fallujah
Special forces hope to loosen
Islamic State’s grasp on the city,
which it has held for two years

Iraqi
military
forces
prepare for
an offensive
into Fallujah
to retake
the city from
Islamic State
militants on
Monday.

By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA
AND SINAN SALAHEDDIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Trump
viewed
as boon
in China

CAMP TARIQ, Iraq — Elite Iraqi special
forces began their push into Fallujah today,
expecting to encounter the stiffest resistance
yet in the campaign to free territory from the
Islamic State group.
The city 40 miles west of Baghdad has been
under militant control longer than any other

part of Iraq, and IS fighters have had more
than two years to dig in. Networks of tunnels
like those found in other IS-held territory
have already been discovered in its northeastern outskirts.
The Iraqi troops, also known as the counterterrorism forces, are leading the assault on
Fallujah, slowly moving up from the southern
edge in a column of armored Humvees.
Their advance is expected to be slow because tens of thousands of civilians remain
trapped in Fallujah and hidden bombs are
believed to have been left throughout the city,
according to special forces commanders at the
TURN TO IRAQ » PAGE A2

NBA WESTERN CONFERENCE FINAL

FINALLY
GAME 7: WARRIORS 96, THUNDER 88

Despite rhetoric, many
Chinese see economic
focus as a positive

Warriors defy long odds, ferocious foe to reach NBA Finals again

By CHRISTOPHER BODEEN

By LORI A. CARTER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

BEIJING — China features
prominently in the rhetoric of
presumed Republican presidential candidate
Donald Trump,
who
accuses
the country of
stealing American jobs and
cheating
at
global trade. In
China though,
he’s only just
Donald
emerging as a
Trump
public figure,
despite fame elsewhere for his
voluble utterances, high-profile businesses and reality TV
shows.
Although the government
has denounced Trump’s threats
of economic retaliation, many
Chinese observers see a silver
lining in his focus on economic
issues instead of human rights
and political freedoms. That
could make him an attractive
TURN TO CHINA » PAGE A2

Criticism
grows for
Obama on
immigration
By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama invited a Syrian
refugee to this year’s State of
the Union address, and he
has spoken passionately about
embracing refugees as a core
American value.
But
nearly
eight
months
President
into an effort to
Barack
resettle 10,000
Obama
Syrian refugees
in the United States, Obama’s
administration has admitted
just over 2,500. And as his administration prepares for a new
round of deportations of Central Americans, including many
women and children pleading

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

OAKLAND — For the past
two years, the Golden State
Warriors have captured the
hearts of the Bay Area and beyond, turning regular people
into basketball fans, or bringing back fans who’d given up
on their local team for other
pursuits — easy to do when that
other team across the bay is
winning the World Series every
other year.
Monday night, those hearts
overflowed with pride, relief
and elation as the Warriors finally quieted the Oklahoma
City Thunder after a grueling
seven-game tug-of-war that
pushed the team and its fans to
the edge.
When the final buzzer sounded at the end of another roller-coaster game at Oracle Arena, the Warriors had extended
their record-breaking season
with a reservation for their second consecutive NBA Finals.
Yellow confetti rained down
on the 19,596 fans cheering Golden State’s 96-88 victory Western
Conference final victory against
Oklahoma City.
“Total insanity, unbelievable,” said Santa Rosa resident
Dan Christensen, celebrating
the Warriors’ historic comeback from being down three
games to one to win the series.
Now, with two-time league
Most Valuable Player Stephen
Curry, Coach of the Year Steve
Kerr, Splash Brother Klay
Thompson and “Chief Inspirational Officer” Draymond
Green, the Warriors will again
meet their 2015 adversaries, the
LeBron James-led Cleveland
Cavaliersm, in the finals.
Game 1 begins at 6 p.m.
Thursday in Oakland.
The odds of the Warriors
coming back from the edge of
elimination after Game 4 were
slim — 3.9 percent, to be exact.
Golden State became only the
10th team in NBA history to accomplish that feat. But another
bit of NBA history was in Golden State’s favor: Home teams
were 100-24 in Game 7s.
“We survived by the skin of
our teeth,” Kerr said afterward.
“They had us on our heels con-

The Warriors’ Stephen Curry lets out a yell after hitting a three-pointer against the Oklahoma City Thunder
during their game in Oakland on Monday. The Warriors defeated the Thunder 96-88.
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BEATING THE HEAT: 100-degree weather
didn’t cause SRJC’s baseball team to break
a sweat winning CCCAA State tourney. / B5
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