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Fugitive caught in Mexico City
On run for 13 years, SR man
returned to US to face felony
charges on child molestation
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A Santa Rosa man on the run for
nearly 13 years after he was accused
of molesting underage girls apparently blew his cover while seeking
medical treatment in Mexico City,
police officials said Tuesday.
Grant Lavelle Hudson III, 69, was

apprehended by a special team of
FBI agents seeking fugitives abroad,
Santa Rosa Detective Chris Mahurin
said. Federal authorities notified the
Santa Rosa police on May 20 that
Hudson was in custody in Mexico.
Hudson fled Sonoma County in
2003 just before his trial was to
begin, Mahurin said. Prosecutors
had charged Hudson, already a
registered sex offender, with molesting four girls in the late 1980s
and early 1990s, Sonoma County
Chief Deputy District Attorney
Brian Staebell said.

But in 2003, a U.S. Supreme Court
decision that changed the rules regarding statutory limits for prosecuting old crimes led a Sonoma
County judge to dismiss some of
the charges against Hudson and
release him “on his own recognizance.”
Still facing three felony child molestation charges involving one victim, Hudson disappeared.
“There was no doubt in my mind
that he was going to go fugitive,” said
retired Detective Mike Musgrove,
who was the lead investigator on the

case at the time. “I spent years until I
retired tying to find this guy.”
Hudson had developed experience
evading arrest long before the women came forward in December 2002
to Santa Rosa police to say they had
been abused, Musgrove said.
Hudson disappeared in the 1980s
while under investigation for suspected child molestation in San
Francisco, Musgrove said. Police later learned he fled to Arizona, where
he lived under a false name for five
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VALLEY FIRE AFTERMATH » As Lake County residents continue
to deal with losses, rebuilding is making slow progress
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Changing the primary process
has become a rallying cry for
Democratic presidential
candidate Bernie Sanders.

US voters
see unfair
political
process
Poll: Many Americans
have little faith in way
parties pick candidates
By CATHERINE LUCEY
AND EMILY SWANSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DES MOINES, Iowa — Superdelegates. Closed-off primaries.
Complicated caucuses.
Many Americans are not
happy with the way presidential candidates
are chosen and
TRUMP,
have little faith
VETS FLAP in the fairness
GOP presidential of either the
candidate sends Democratic or
checks to vetRepublican syserans’ charities
tem, according
amid media
to a new poll by
pressure / B1
the Associated
Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs Research.
According to the survey, the
public prefers open primaries
to those that are closed to all but
party members. They like primaries instead of caucuses, and
they oppose the party insiders
known as superdelegates, who
have a substantial say in the
Democratic race.
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Mark Calegari of Cobb works May 23 on his home rebuild in Cobb. His house, along with almost 2,000 others, was destroyed by the Valley fire in
September. Only about 85 applications for building permits have been submitted to Lake County’s planning department for homes in the fire zone.
By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A

s she watches her new, Cobb-area home rise from the
ashes of the Valley fire, Angie Newman is thrilled
to be moving into the next phase of her life on the
mountain property where she has resided for 33 years. But it
wasn’t always so.
Like others who lost their homes and belongings in the fire
that killed four people and destroyed nearly 2,000 homes and
other structures across 76,067 acres in southwestern Lake
County last year, Newman and her husband Rory had their
doubts about rebuilding in the same place.
“At first, we weren’t going to rebuild. We thought it would
be too painful and with losing all the trees it would be ugly,
ugly, ugly,” said Angie Newman, 56.
Life was a struggle the first six months after the fire, during
which Newman felt she was in a fog. The couple signed a contract to build, canceled it, then signed a new contract.
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Samantha Wood barbecues tri-tip, cauliflower and potatoes Thursday on a
fire pit, one of the few things left standing after the Valley fire in Cobb in
September. The Wood family is eager to rebuild their property.
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TSA dogs staying a sniff ahead of bombmakers
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Gghee, a yellow Labrador, sniffs a suitcase at a TSA
canine training center in San Antonio.

SAN ANTONIO — Just after dawn on
a recent May morning, Ajax, a 2-year-old
black Labrador retriever, eagerly worked
his way through a sparsely furnished
room sniffing for explosives. On his third
try, he picked up a scent behind a piece
of furniture near the front of the room.
“Good dog, good dog,” said Andrew
Baxter, his trainer, who reached into a
pouch and threw Ajax a squeaky toy,
much to the dog’s delight.
Ajax is one of 230 dogs at the Transportation Security Administration’s facility

on Lackland Air Force Base training to
become bomb-sniffing canines. Dogs that
pass the course will be deployed to the
nation’s airports, the first line of defense
against terrorist bomb attacks.
The assignment is becoming increasingly difficult as terrorists adopt techniques using household chemicals to
construct bombs that make it hard even
for a dog’s sensitive nose to discern.
“So we’re now asking dogs not just to
find a needle in a haystack — now we’re
also saying to the dog, ‘We need you to
find any sharp object in the haystack,'”
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