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Voters reject proposed sales tax
Measure A defeat
represents major blow
to county supervisors
By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEM O C RAT

Sonoma
County
voters
strongly rejected a proposed
quarter-cent sales tax on Tuesday, turning down by a wide
margin a bid by government officials to raise money to repair
crumbling county roads and

city streets.
With 65,198 mail-in ballots
counted and 28 of 319 precincts
reporting by 10:15 p.m., Measure A had secured a mere
37 percent of the vote, with
63 percent of voters opposing
the proposal. Measure A supporters acknowledged the returns would likely hold in final
results and spell defeat.
The outcome represents a
major blow to county supervisors, who drove the sales tax initiative and have told voters for
the past six months that raising

taxes was their best shot at fixing the county’s disintegrating
road network, ranked among
the worst in the Bay Area for
more than a decade.
“This is horribly disappointing,” said Supervisor David
Rabbitt, a key Measure A supporter, who watched the early
returns come at Mary’s Pizza
Shack in downtown Santa Rosa,
where other campaign allies
had gathered Tuesday night. “I
thought we had the momentum,
but it’s clear to me that those

Ryan
Rabellino, a
supporter of
Measure A,
writes down
mail-in ballot
results during
a gathering
at Mary’s
Pizza Shack
in downtown
Santa Rosa on
Tuesday.
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TURN TO TAX, PAGE A5

Identification of Santa Rosa safe house on Google Maps lands it
in national discussion on confidentiality for domestic violence victims

Shelter safety
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president
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spurs calls for reform of
soccer organization
By CHRISTINE MAI-DUC
L O S A NG EL ES T I M ES
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A resident of a YWCA domestic violence safe house in Santa Rosa stands in the kitchen at the facility Tuesday.
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRES S D E MO C RAT

T

he simple online search revealed
the location of a Santa Rosa safe
house for women and children
escaping from domestic violence, puncturing the confidentiality of the program
run by the YWCA of Sonoma County for
35 years.
The large house, which on Tuesday
sheltered eight women and 14 children,
was listed on a Google Maps search of
Santa Rosa, and even though the onscreen information box said it was at an
“undisclosed location” the map pinpointed its exact site.
“That’s disturbing,” said Madeleine

Keegan O’Connell, chief executive officer
of the YWCA, which has operated the
safe house since 1980. “It’s a confidential
location.”
In a matter of hours on Tuesday, Google, the Internet search giant, wiped the
house from its map.
The unsolicited online identification
of the Santa Rosa YWCA shelter made it
part of a national issue advanced recently by Louisiana man, who has called
on Google to remove the addresses of
such shelters from its maps. The online
petition posted on the website change.org
by Jeremy Janice, who identified himself
as a worker at a Lafayette, La. domestic
violence shelter, has secured more than
54,000 signatures by Tuesday.

“Unfortunately, search engines like
Google make it easy for perpetrators of
domestic violence to find secret shelter
addresses,” the petition says.
The petition does not present data on
how many safe houses are identified
by location on Google or other search
engines. The campaign does not say how
many incidents have stemmed from the
online disclosure of shelter locations,
which Janice said preferably would only
be identified online by a phone number.
“This is a problem many domestic
violence organizations have been trying
to solve,” the petition states. “We can’t do
it alone, and need Google’s help.”
The YWCA goes to considerable
TURN TO SHELTER, PAGE A5

Senate OKs sharp curtailing of phone surveillance
By JENNIFER STEINHAUER
and JONATHAN WEISMAN
NEW YORK TI ME S

WASHINGTON — In a significant scaling back of national
security policy formed after the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks,
the Senate on Tuesday approved
legislation curtailing the federal
government’s sweeping surveillance of U.S. phone records, and
President Barack Obama signed
the measure hours later.
The passage of the bill —
achieved over the fierce opposi-

tion of the Senate majority leader — will allow the government
to restart surveillance operations, but with new restrictions.
The legislation signaled a
cultural turning point for the
nation, almost 14 years after the
Sept. 11 attacks heralded the
construction of a powerful national security apparatus.
The shift against the security
state began with the revelation
by Edward J. Snowden, a former
National Security Agency contractor, about the bulk collection of phone records. The back-

lash was aided by the growth of
interconnected communication
networks run by companies that
have felt manhandled by government prying.
The storage of those records
now shifts to the phone companies, and the government must
petition a special federal court
for permission to search them.
Even with the congressional
action, the government will continue to maintain robust surveillance power, an authority
highlighted by Sen. Rand Paul,
R-Ky., whose opposition to the

phone records program forced
it to be shut down at 12:01 a.m.
Monday. Paul and other critics
of the legislation said the government’s reach into individuals’ lives remained too intrusive.
The bill cleared the Senate
67-32 after a fierce floor fight; at
least four of the opponents voted no because they felt the bill
did not go far enough.
Obama was quick to praise
passage of the legislation and to
scold those who opposed it.
“After a needless delay and
TURN TO SURVEILLANCE, PAGE A5

FIFA President Sepp Blatter’s
announcement Tuesday that
he would step down from his
role as the most powerful man
in soccer, reignited worldwide
calls for reform from inside
and outside of the organization
which had become engulfed in
scandal.
At a news conference at FIFA
headquarters in Zurich, Switzerland, Blatter
said he would
be in a better
position to institute reform
throughout the
organization if
he was not constrained by the
need to run for
Sepp
reelection.
“While I have Blatter
a mandate from FIFA president
the
member- resigning from his
ship of FIFA, I post as organizado not feel that tion is engulfed in
I have a man- scandal
date from the
entire world of football — the
fans, the players, the clubs, the
people who live, breathe and
love football as much as we all
do at FIFA,” Blatter said, according to a translated copy of
his prepared remarks.
Blatter, 79, was reelected Friday to a fifth term, defeating Jordanian Prince Ali bin al-Hussein
in a contest that came only two
days after the indictments by the
U.S. Department of Justice of 14
people connected with FIFA on
bribery-related charges. Blatter
said Tuesday that the scandal
overrode the vote.
“I have thoroughly considTURN TO FIFA, PAGE A5
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