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TACO HEAVEN IN SR: If 
you’re craving authentic 
and flavorful filled tortillas, 
here’s where you can go 
that will truly satisfy / D3

INSIDE

CURRY SETS THE TONE  »  
Warriors guard stands as  
major force against Cavs in 
Game 2, Nevius says.  C1

EMBRACING WARMTH 
AT PRIDE IN SR »  
Rainbow flags flying 
high as community 
celebrates on Old 
Courthouse Square.  A3

Sharp 
division 
on pot 
growing

Sonoma County voters em-
braced marijuana legalization 
when it was on the ballot two 
years ago, but now that it’s a 
reality — a rapidly evolving in-
dustry and source of  ongoing 
dispute — nearly half  of  those 
surveyed say they don’t want 
cannabis cultivation anywhere 
near their 
homes, accord-
ing to The Press 
Democrat Poll.

A substan-
tial plurality, 46 
percent, of  poll 
r e s p o n d e n t s 
said they “would not feel safe 
with a cannabis farm within 
any proximity to my residence,” 
while only 19 percent said they 
would feel safe with a farm adja-
cent to their residence.

Almost one-third of  respon-
dents, 31 percent, said they 
would feel safe with such a gar-
den “not adjacent but within 
one mile of  my residence.”

The telephone poll, which 
surveyed 500 registered county 
voters in the first week of  
May, included three cannabis-
related questions, including 

After state legalization 
of recreational use, harsh 
reality may be setting in 
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Petaluma Hill Farms co-owner 
David Drips plants cannabis near 
Petaluma on March 30. A poll has 
surveyed voters on pot cultivation. 
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CANNABIS 
CUP IN SR
Pot purveyors 
show off their 
wares at county 
fairgrounds / A3

Unforgettable year 
for graduating teen

PHOTOS BY BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

DIFFICULT MONTHS: Cardinal Newman graduate Rachael McGregor, who pauses on the vacant lot where her family’s home stood in Santa Rosa’s Fountaingrove 
neighborhood before it was destroyed during October’s Tubbs fire, has spent the past eight months living in four different homes. 

On the lot where her family’s Fountaingrove 
home used to be, Rachael McGregor walked 
the outline of  her room. She pointed to 

where her desk stood, her bed, her fish tank. There 
was the window her older brother tapped on when 
he got home late from a party and needed his 
sister to let him in. The bathroom down the hall 
where she and her best friend, Gigi Swenson-Agu-
irre, would get ready before Cardinal Newman 
High School football games, using eyeliner in the 
school’s colors — red and gold — to decorate their 
faces, part of  their regular Friday night fall ritual.

The McGregor home burned down in the Oc-
tober wildfires. Including Rachael, 22 of  the 131 
Cardinal Newman seniors lost their homes.

From her neighborhood on Crown Hill Drive, 
it took 15 minutes to drive to campus on Ur-
suline Road. There, a week before McGregor and 
her classmates graduated last night, she stared 
through the chain-link fence that divides the 

Cardinal Newman grounds into two sections: what 
burned in the fire and what didn’t.

She can still see where the library used to stand, 
“by the (Virgin) Mary statue, to the right and in 
between the garbage cans — that’s where the 

ACADEMIC SUCCESS: 
Cardinal Newman seniors 
McGregor, left, and Alex 
McDermott celebrate after 
their graduation ceremony 
Saturday on the school’s 
football field in Santa Rosa.

CLASS OF 2018 » LESSONS IN WILDFIRES

Cardinal Newman senior 
McGregor grew confidence  
as life, relationships tested
By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Solution to income disparity 
in Stockton — $500 payouts

STOCKTON — This Central Valley city 
has long functioned as a display case for 
wrenching troubles afflicting American 
life. There’s the housing bust that turned 
Stockton into an epicenter of  a national 
foreclosure disaster and plunged the city 
into bankruptcy. And the homeless peo-
ple clustered in tents along the railroad 
tracks. The boarded-up storefronts on 
cracked sidewalks. And gang violence.

Now, Stockton hopes to make itself  an 
exhibition ground for elevated fortunes 
through a simple yet unorthodox exper-
iment. It is readying plans to deliver $500 
a month in donated cash to perhaps 100 
local families, no strings attached. The 
trial could start as soon as the fall and 
continue for about two years.

As the first U.S. city to test so-called 
universal basic income, Stockton will watch 
what happens next. So will governments 

By PETER S. GOODMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Lori Ospina, left, director of the Stockton Economic 
Empowerment Demonstration program, meets with 
an activist recently at a cafe in Stockton. 


