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Players are introduced Thursday night in Oakland prior to Game 1 of the NBA Finals. The teams traded leads 13 times in a nail-biter.

Red-Hot StaRt

WARRIORS PULL OFF THRILLING OVERTIME WIN IN HARD-FOUGHT GAME 1

OAKLAND

Jonathan Steele screamed along with 
thousands of  excited fans Thursday night 
as the Golden State Warriors beat the  

        Cleveland Cavaliers, 108-100, in overtime, 
in the first game of  the NBA Finals in 
Oakland.

Yellow confetti rained down on the crowd at 
Oracle Arena as Steele, a Santa Rosa resident 
and lifelong Warriors fan, realized his 40-year 
dream of seeing his team win the champion-
ship was a step closer to becoming a possibility.

“It’s fantastic!” a hoarse-sounding Steele 

Ron Morris, 
left, Matt Werle 
and their group 
from Petaluma 
enjoy drinks 
before the 
game Thursday 
at Oracle Arena.TURN TO WARRIORS, PAGE A4
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NBA FINALS
GAME 1: WARRIORS 108, CAVALIERS 100, OT

SR council to tackle housing subsidies

For 14 years, Calvin rented a 
modest bungalow in the city’s 
Burbank Gardens neighborhood. 

Then, in December, his land-
lord delivered some disturbing 
news. 

Calvin, a 56-year-old former 
Hewlett-Packard employee who 
requested his last name not be 
used, his wife and 9-year-old 
daughter were being evicted in 
the middle of  the tightest rental 
market in memory.

The landlord said he planned 
to move his nephew into the 
home and Calvin and his family 
needed to leave. 

Disabled because of  a previous 
heart attack and health condi-
tions that required him to receive 
regular dialysis treatments, Cal-

vin worried he wouldn’t have the 
money to relocate.

Luckily, several years earlier, 
Calvin had entered his name on 
the long waiting list to receive 
a subsidized housing voucher 
from the city of  Santa Rosa, and 
a few months earlier he’d been 
told a voucher was available for 
him.

Then came the hard part — 
finding a landlord who would 
take it. 

“It was a hard search, I’m tell-
ing you. Nobody seems to want 

to take them,” Calvin said of  the 
vouchers.

Building after building, land-
lord after landlord, property 
manager after property man-
ager told him that his subsidy, 
known as a “Section 8” voucher, 
wasn’t being accepted by any-
one these days. 

At one property management 
firm, he barely got the words out 
of  his mouth before he was told 
they weren’t taking people with 
the subsidized rent payments. 

“I don’t think I got in the front 

door,” Calvin said this week. “I 
sat there and I asked the Lord, 
please don’t let me and my fami-
ly be on the street.”

Housing advocacy group 
Homeless Action conducted a 
survey last month of  housing 
ads on Craigslist and concluded 
that 90 percent of  the ads either 
rejected outright or avoided in-
quiries from people with Sec-
tion 8 vouchers.

That’s tantamount to discrim-
inating against poor people, said 

City officials worry that 
landlords are discriminating 
against Section 8 tenants
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California lawmakers advance right-to-die bill

SACRAMENTO — California 
lawmakers advanced a right-to-
die bill Thursday, giving hope 
to those who want the nation’s 
most populous state to allow ter-
minally ill patients to end their 
lives under a doctor’s care.

The state Senate passed the 
measure 23-14, sending it to the 
Assembly with a vote that marked 

progress for advocates seeking to 
expand aid-in-dying laws beyond 
a small group of states.

The issue gained traction 
nationally after 29-year-old 
Brittany Maynard moved from 
California to Oregon to end her 
life in November. Maynard was 
dying of  brain cancer and docu-
mented her final weeks in wide-
ly viewed videos posted online.

She said in the clips, and in the 
nationally televised interviews 

they prompted, that she should 
have been legally allowed to get 
doctor-prescribed lethal drugs 
in California.

Maynard’s family and her 
supporters have seized the at-
tention to push their cause, and 
dozens of  states have considered 
such measures this year.

Opposition, however, has 
been fierce.

Critics, including the Catholic 
Church, have called the practice 

“assisted suicide” and say it goes 
against the will of  God. Others 
have said they worry that termi-
nally ill patients would feel pres-
sured to end their lives to avoid 
burdening their families.

The measures have stalled in 
several states, and they’ve yet 
to receive an initial hearing in 
many others.

Advocates see California, 
home to nearly 39 million 
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Maynard family via AP

Cancer patient Brittany Maynard 
helped spark a national dialogue 
when she moved from California 
to Oregon to end her life in 2014.

A tablet of flibanserin sits 
on a brochure for maker 
Sprout Pharmaceuticals.

Women’s 
libido pill 
closer to 
market

WASHINGTON — American 
women may soon have access to 
a controversial libido-enhancing 
pill dubbed “pink Viagra” after a 
government panel on Thursday 
gave its backing to what would 
be the first FDA-approved drug 
for the treatment of  female sex-
ual dysfunction.

In an 18-6 vote, a panel of  
Food and Drug Administration 
experts recommended allowing 
the experimental drug, flibanse-
rin, to be sold in the U.S. as long 
as certain safety precautions 
are taken to minimize potential 
side effects, which include low 
blood pressure, dizziness and 
fainting.

Some say drugs such as fli-
banserin could enhance wom-
en’s sex lives in the same way 
erectile-dysfunction medications 
have improved men’s. But experts 
in female sexuality scoff at the 
notion that a 100-milligram pill, 
taken daily at bedtime, will turn 
women’s sexual desires on with 
the ease of flipping a light switch. 
In clinical trials, the drug had a 
small but measurable effect.

The vote is a major victory for 
the drug’s owner, North Caro-
lina-based Sprout Pharmaceu-
ticals. Two previous attempts 
to win approval of  flibanserin 

FDA panel gives preliminary 
approval for flibanserin,  

with some safety conditions

By COLIN DIERSING 
and MELISSA HEALY
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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