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CityBus video recalls hellish trip 

Justices  
rule for 
religious
baker

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Monday ruled 
for a Colorado baker who re-
fused to create a wedding cake 
for a same-sex couple, but it 
left undecided whether a busi-
ness owner’s religious beliefs 
or free-speech rights can justify 
refusing some services to gay 
people.

Instead, Justice Anthony Ken-
nedy’s opinion for the 7-2 major-
ity focused on what he described 
as religious bias on the part of  
Colorado Civil Rights Com-
mission members who ruled 
against baker Jack Phillips, who 
owns Masterpiece Cakeshop.

“The neutral and respectful 
consideration to which Phillips 
was entitled was compromised 
here,” Kennedy wrote, adding 
that the commission’s deci-
sion that the baker violated the 
state’s anti-discrimination law 
must be set aside.

But Kennedy acknowledged 
that the decision was more of  
a start than a conclusion to the 
court’s consideration of  the 
rights of  those with religious 
objections to same-sex marriage 
and the rights of  gay people, 
who “cannot be treated as social 
outcasts or as inferior in dignity 
and worth.”

Future cases that raise those 
issues “must be resolved with 
tolerance, without undue dis-

Normally, a 2 a.m. phone call 
would have woken Steve Roraus 
from a deep slumber. 

But in the early morning 
hours of  Oct. 9, the operations 
manager at Santa Rosa CityBus 
was wide awake in his home 
near Stony Point Road, kept up 

by the sounds of  patio furniture 
tossed about by gale force winds 
and the ominous smell of  smoke 
from the Tubbs fire bearing 
down on his city. 

So when a colleague called to 
say Roraus needed to grab a city 
transit bus and help evacuate 
people from Fountaingrove, he 
was out the door in minutes. 

What ensued was the most 

terrifying and heartbreaking 
bus ride of  his life. Roraus, like 
several other city bus drivers 
that morning, raced through the 
deadly firestorm to carry elder-
ly residents out of  the path of  
the inferno.

“It just looked like a big 
witch’s cauldron,” Roraus said 
recalling the sight at Journey’s 
End mobile home park as he 
drove cautiously down Foun-
taingrove Parkway with about 

OCTOBER FIRES » SR releases only onboard camera 
footage left from night of life-saving evacuations
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In 7-2 ruling, court sides 
with man who refused 
to bake gay couple’s cake
By ROBERT BARNES
WASHINGTON POST
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ONLINE
See video footage 
at pressdemo-
crat.com

First respond-
ers escort 
elderly fire 
evacuees off a 
bus during the 
night of the 
wildfires.
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The catch that began a dynasty

The man who made “The Catch,” 
which launched the 49ers’ Super Bowl 
years of  glory, died of  ALS on Monday.

Dwight Clark, who was 61, played 
nine years for the team, won two Su-
per Bowl championships and was on 
the receiving end of  the last-minute 
touchdown pass from Joe Montana 
that beat the Dallas Cowboys and 
sent the 49ers to their first Super 

Bowl in 1982.
Clark announced on Twit-

ter in March of  2017 that he 
had ALS, and said he guessed 
playing football may have 
been the cause of  the disease. 
He had been fighting it since 
September of  2016. Monday af-
ternoon, his wife, Kelly Clark, 
announced on Twitter that he died at 
his home in Montana.

“He passed peacefully surrounded 
many of  the people he loved most,” 
Kelly Clark wrote. “I am thankful for 
all of  Dwight’s friends, teammates 
and 49ers fans who have sent their 
love during his battle with ALS.”

Shortly after Clark’s wife revealed 

the news of  his death, the 
49ers sent out a written state-
ment: “The San Francisco 
49ers family has suffered a 
tremendous loss today with 
the passing of  Dwight Clark. 
We extend our condolences 
and prayers to Dwight’s wife, 
Kelly, his family, friends and 

fans, as we join together to mourn the 
death of  one the most beloved figures 
in 49ers history. 

“For almost four decades, he served 
as a charismatic ambassador for our 
team and the Bay Area. Dwight’s 
personality and his sense of  humor 

PHIL HUBER / DALLAS MORNING NEWS, 1982

49ers receiver Dwight Clark’s go-ahead touchdown in 
the 1981 NFC Championship game to beat the Dallas 
Cowboys ushered in a football dynasty.

Former 49ers wide receiver 
who made iconic touchdown 
grab dies at 61 from ALS
By GRANT COHN
PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM
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IN SPORTS
Former Press 
Democrat 
columnist Lowell 
Cohn reflects on 
friendship with 
49ers legend / B1
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From left, Bailionna Mercado, 11; Jesse Quaid, 10; Jacey McGrath, 6, and Justin McGrath, Tyler Swaynie, 9; Kristina Quaid, 8; Alex Mercado, 13, and 
Jennifer McGrath have experienced a series of tragedies that brought the families together in one Sebastopol home.

Together on a new path
SEBASTOPOL » United under one roof by improbable and tragic events, 
the McGrath family finds love and tenacity give them a way forward

In the days before Jennifer and 
Justin McGrath of  Sebastopol 
headed for a Las Vegas country 

music festival on the first weekend 
of  October, Jennifer had reason to 
feel good.

The 39-year-old Sebastopol 
resident had recently obtained 
her real estate broker’s license 
and had just met her father, and in 
that process discovered she had a 

half-sister with four children.
For McGrath, finding “new” 

family helped fill some of  the void 
left by the violent death of  her 
brother from a 2007 beating at a 
Marin County beach.

Then the music festival ex-
ploded into a massacre and the 
nation’s largest mass shooting. 

The McGraths and their friends 
survived and came home to 
Sebastopol, their two kids, his 
auction house and her real estate 
business. 

One week later, still in shock 
from the Las Vegas shooting, 
the Oct. 8 fires whipped into the 
region and her mother and grand-
mother had to be evacuated from 
the country’s most destructive fire 
in history. 

In January, Jennifer McGrath’s 
Santa Rosa grandmother died. 

A month later, Jennifer’s 
newly discovered sister and her 
estranged husband died in a mo-

By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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ONLINE
A Gofundme account 
has been started for 
the McGraths to help 
with the costs of 
raising four addi-
tional children and 
getting their business 
back up: gofundme.
com/mcgrath-fami-
ly-fresh-start


