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NO LONGER GRAY AREA:  
As drought spurs loosening 
of  rules on gray water, use 
of  recycled runoff from  
tubs, showers soars / A3

WARRIORS GAIN AS 
POINT GUARDS FALL
Lowell Cohn: Loss of Irving 
just latest injury to play into  
Golden State’s hands Sports

A LITTLE BIT 
OF COUNTRY

SR fest draws 8,000 on first day Empire

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat 

A GRADUATE’S GRATITUDE: Senior Erin Dobler celebrates after receiving her diploma as she runs to thank science teacher Maggie Swarner with a hug during 
Maria Carrillo High School’s commencement on Friday, a day when 13 Sonoma County high schools held their graduation ceremonies.

Diploma Dreams

Sonoma County grads urged to follow their hearts, seize the day

One of  the main lessons Maria 
Carrillo High School senior Owen 
Welch took away from his high 

school career: “Fitting in is highly over-
rated.” So, he told his fellow graduates 
during his speech at Friday night’s com-
mencement ceremony, “Pursue what you 
— not society, not your parents, not your 
friends, but Y-O-U — you want to do.”

He urged his classmates to “remember 
you are capable of achieving your dreams 
and don’t let anyone or anything stop you.”

His fellow senior Anna Carr embraced 
that spirit this spring when she coordi-
nated an effort to have seniors decorate 
their gowns — black for the boys and 
green for the girls — with cancer aware-
ness ribbons. 

Carr said she wanted to do something 
to make a difference at the school while 
honoring her mom, who died of  breast 

cancer in 2013. She chose the ribbons 
because “everyone has been affected” by 
cancer. 

Principal Rand Van Dyke said the 
school’s ceremony is generally very 
traditional and this is the first time in 
his 12 years at the school that the admin-
istration has approved an alteration to 
students’ gowns. In order to get the OK 
from faculty, Carr first had to get more 
than 80 percent of  her graduating class 
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FRIDAY’S CEREMONIES: Casa Grande High School, Cloverdale High School, Elsie Allen High School, Healdsburg High School, 
Maria Carrillo High School, Montgomery High School, Piner High School, Rancho Cotate High School, Ridgway High School,  

Santa Rosa High School, Sonoma Academy, Sonoma Valley High School and Technology High School. 

FOR PHOTO GALLERIES FROM THE GRADUATIONS, GO TO PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

A GRAND GRADUATION DAY

Separate investigative reports into com-
plaints of  misconduct involving the Clover-
dale Police Department and City Manager 
Paul Cayler have been completed, providing 
a glimpse of  the strained relationship be-
tween the town’s top two department heads 

that led up to the police chief’s retirement.
Any notion of  Mayberry-like, small-town 

collegiality between Police Chief  Mark 
Tuma and the city manager is dispelled in 
one of  the reports, which looked into alle-
gations that Cayler threatened and bullied 
police personnel and used profanity.

The city has publicly released only one of  
the investigative reports — the one that fo-
cuses on Cayler — and it details allegations 
of  misconduct, largely brought by the po-
lice chief, who at one point describes feeling 
physically threatened by the “red-faced, fist-
clenched” city manager.

But the report concluded there was no 

evidence to substantiate the claims against 
Cayler, 49. The city attorney announced the 
finding last month in a statement that also 
said the City Council expressed confidence 
in the leadership of  the city manager.

Nine days later, the city announced the 
retirement of  Chief  Tuma, 60, effective 
June 12.

Cayler “is our city manager and will con-
tinue to be,” Mayor Bob Cox said last week. 
“I’m very happy and pleased with his per-
formance.”

“I support Paul Cayler and I feel he did 
nothing inappropriate based on the inves-

Paul 
Cayler
Mayor, councilman 
express support 
for city manager.

Mark
Tuma
Retiring police 
chief has been 
on paid leave.

Report on Cloverdale officials reveals rifts
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Investigation finds no evidence to 
substantiate police chief’s allegations 

of misconduct by city manager  

N. Korean defected to new life as gay man

SEOUL, South Korea — When the North Ko-
rean defector Jang Yeong Jin arrived in South 
Korea in 1997, officials debriefed him for five 
months but still hesitated to release him. They 
had one crucial question unanswered: Why did 
Jang decide to risk crossing the heavily armed 
border between the two Koreas?

“I was too embarrassed to confess that I came 
here because I felt no sexual attraction to my 

wife,” Jang said. “I couldn’t explain what it was 
that bothered me so much, made my life so mis-
erable in North Korea, because I didn’t know un-
til after I arrived here that I was a gay, or even 
what homosexuality was.”

Jang, 55, is the only known openly gay defector 
from North Korea living in the South. His sexual 
orientation was briefly exposed in 2004, when he 
lost all his savings to a swindler and contacted 
gay rights activists for help. He had since avoided 
publicity in South Korea, where homosexuality 
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Former soldier 
recounts 

growing up 
confused in 
totalitarian 

North, where 
homosexuality 
unrecognized

By CHOE SANG-HUN
NEW YORK TIMES

Jang 
Yeong Jin
North Korean 
defected to the 
South in 1997.

Top state 
oilfield 

regulator 
resigns

SAN FRANCISCO — A top 
California oil and gas regulator 
has resigned amid questions 
about oilfield contamination of  
the state’s water supplies, offi-
cials confirmed Friday.

Mark Nechedom had come 
under intensifying scrutiny by 
federal environmental officials 
and state lawmakers for the way 
his agency, the Department of  
Conservation, handled permit-
ting and oversight of  oilfield op-
erations. He submitted his resig-
nation Thursday, officials said.

Nechedom gave no reason in 
his resignation letter but spoke 
of  directing the department 
during a “difficult time.”

California is the country’s 
third-leading petroleum-pro-
ducing state, and most oil here 
is produced by methods includ-
ing hydraulic fracturing that re-
quire injection of  large amounts 
of  brine and other fluids under-
ground to force up oil and gas.

Nechedom’s three-year term 
was marked by growing warn-
ings from the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency that state 
oil and gas regulators were 
being too lenient in enforcing 
federal laws protecting under-
ground water aquifers and were 
allowing the oil industry to op-
erate in aquifers that the fed-
eral government had declared 
off-limits to oilfield activity.

State officials acknowledged 
this year that the improperly 
permitted oilfield operations 
had contaminated federally pro-
tected drinking-water aquifers 
in Central California.

State officials had no imme-
diate comment Friday. Kassie 
Siegel of  the Center for Biolog-
ical Diversity, an environmental 

Departure comes as official 
under increased scrutiny 
over handling of permits 
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