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Juvenile justice fees dropped
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS » Parents burdened with
costly detention bills in practice dating to 1960s
By JULIE JOHNSON
AND J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma County on Tuesday joined a small but growing
number of California counties
that have stopped charging daily detention fees to parents and
guardians of children in the ju-

venile justice system.
The Board of Supervisors
voted unanimously to stop
charging a $32 daily fee and
forgive an estimated $4 million
in debt held by families with
unpaid bills, many dating back
more than a decade.
“Thank God,” Public Defender Kathleen Pozzi said. “It takes

the pressure off the parents who
are already pressured to begin
with because their kid is in juvenile hall.”
While
supervisors
knew
about the fees previously, the
issue had not been debated publicly until after a May 6 Press
Democrat story showed how
fees were saddling low-income
families with thousands of dollars of debt.
Adults jailed in California aren’t charged daily fees for room

and board. But for decades, California law has allowed counties
to charge parents and guardians
daily rates for children held at
juvenile halls and probation
camps. Those fees come in addition to charges for services like
probation supervision, public
defender representation, electronic monitoring and drug testing.
The bills have come under fire
as outdated and unfairly burdensome on low-income fami-

MEASURE C » SOUNDLY DEFEATED

SR rejects rent control

lies and communities of color.
Researchers found some counties were spending more trying
to collect payments than they
were getting back.
Last year, Alameda, Contra
Costa and Santa Clara counties
ended the fees, followed this
year by Sacramento and Solano
counties.
The California Senate passed
a bill last week that would end
TURN TO FEES » PAGE A2

Trump
praises
Saudi
move

President takes credit
for Qatar’s isolation,
risking rift with key ally
By MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump thrust himself
into a bitter Persian Gulf dispute Tuesday, taking credit for
Saudi Arabia’s move to isolate
its smaller neighbor, Qatar, and
rattling his national security
staff by upending a critical U.S.
strategic relationship.
In a series of tweets, Trump
said his call for an end to the
financing of radical groups had
prompted Saudi Arabia and
four other countries to act this
week against Qatar, a tiny, energy-rich emirate that is arguably
America’s most important military outpost in the Middle East.
“During my recent trip to the
Middle East I stated that there
can no longer be funding of
Radical Ideology,” he wrote in
a midmorning post. “Leaders
pointed to Qatar — look!”
Qatar has long been accused

Terry Price, center, shakes hands with Kathleen Cipolla as he thanks supporters for their hard work during the Yes on C election night party in
Santa Rosa on Tuesday.

Supporters blame out-of-town apartment owners’ campaign
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

nancial advantage over local groups
were able to buy the election.
“This is out-of-town interests
protecting their profits,” said Terry Price, chairman of the Yes on C
campaign.
Price called it “a scurrilous lie”
to say that the City Council was not
taking steps to address the affordable housing crisis in the city, citing
the council’s housing action plan
and increased spending on housing.
Just last month the council agreed
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Jerry
Brown
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BEIJING — Gov. Jerry Brown
should be fading quietly into the final days of his career. After 40 years
in public life, Brown, 79, a Democrat,
is in the final stretch as California’s
chief executive. He has been talking
about the Colusa County family ranch
where he wants to retire. And a bat-

tery of younger politicians is already
battling to succeed him.
But instead, Brown was in China
on Tuesday, emerging as a de facto
envoy from the United States on climate change at a time when President
Donald Trump has renounced efforts
to battle global emissions. In a meeting packed with symbolism — and one
that seemed at once to elevate the California governor and rebuke Trump
— President Xi Jinping of China met
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Brown talks climate change in China
By JAVIER C. HERNÁNDEZ
AND CHRIS BUCKLEY

INSIDE

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG

Santa Rosa voters soundly rejected the controversial rent control law
passed by the City Council last summer following the most expensive
political campaign in city history.
Final returns Tuesday night
showed Measure C failing with
52.5 percent of the vote against compared to 47.5 percent in support.
The results suggest residents
want to see the city take more active
steps to solve the affordable hous-

ing and homelessness crises instead
of placing restrictions on existing
rental housing in the city, said Rob
Muelrath, the political consultant
who ran the No on C campaign.
“It’s a clear signal to the City
Council that we need to address our
homelessness problem and we need
housing and we can’t wait for it. We
need it now,” Muelrath said.
But to supporters of Measure C,
the takeaway was not that rent control is bad policy for Santa Rosa, but
rather that regional and national
real estate lobbies with a 5-to-1 fi-
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with Brown, at the governor’s request,
at the very moment China prepares to
take a more commanding role in fighting climate change.
“California’s leading, China’s leading,” Brown said at a wide-ranging,
and at times feisty, news conference
after he met with Xi. “It’s true I didn’t
come to Washington, I came to Beijing. Well, someday I’m going to go to
TURN TO BROWN » PAGE A8
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