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Fifth District supervisor candidate Lynda Hopkins is embraced by her husband, Emmett, at her campaign party Tuesday in Forestville. Hopkins,  
making her first bid for elected office, garnered the most votes Tuesday and is poised for a runoff in November with rival Noreen Evans. 

Hopkins leads Evans
NORTH COAST LAWMAKERS » Bill Dodd 
among leaders in legislature races / A3

US SENATE » Kamala Harris wins as 
rivals wrangle for runoff spots / B1

Lynda Hopkins, an organ-
ic farmer making her 
first bid for elected office, 

received the most votes Tues-
day in the primary election for 
western Sonoma County’s seat 
on the Board of  Supervisors, 
setting up a November runoff 
against veteran North Coast 
politician Noreen Evans.   

Hopkins and Evans were the 
top two vote-getters in a field of  
five candidates seeking to suc-
ceed Efren Carrillo represent-
ing the 5th District.

With 48 of  71 precincts report-
ing late Tuesday, Hopkins, had 
received 40.1 percent of  the vote 
to 38 percent for Evans, an attor-
ney, former state legislator and 
Santa Rosa councilwoman.  

“I’m really humbled by the 
support. We exceeded my ex-
pectations, and I’m so honored 
that people came out to support 
me, but it’s still very close,” said 
Hopkins, 33, of  Forestville. “I 
think people got excited about 
bridging divergent interests and 
outside-the-box policy solutions 
… It’s still going to be a lot of  
hard work getting through No-
vember.”  

The outcome sets up a show-
down expected to determine the 
balance of  power on the Board 
of  Supervisors and steer deci-
sions on key issues, including 
moves to address the county’s 
housing crisis, fund road re-
pairs and regulate expansion 
of  the county’s signature wine 
industry. 

The race — the most highly 
watched contest for local office 
in the county this year — is also 
a stark contrast between two 
liberal Democrats. Evans is a 
longtime lawmaker with nearly 
two decades of  experience in lo-
cal and state office. Hopkins is a 
newcomer who jumped into pol-
itics in part through her opposi-
tion to a tribal housing develop-
ment taking root near her farm 
outside Windsor.  

Susan Gorin raced off to a 
strong lead Tuesday night in 
her bid to win a second term 

on the Sonoma County Board of  
Supervisors, potentially clinch-
ing the 1st District seat and avoid-
ing a runoff in the November gen-
eral election.

Gorin had a commanding 55 
percent of  the vote with more 
than half  of  the precincts report-
ing. Trailing were challengers 
Gina Cuclis, with 35 percent, and 
Keith Rhinehart, with 10 percent.

Gorin, a former Santa Rosa 
mayor, first elected supervisor 
four years ago, needs 51 percent 
of  the vote to avoid a runoff with 
second-place finisher Cuclis, 
president of  the Sonoma County 

Board of  Education and a long-
time Sonoma Valley resident who 
ran unsuccessfully against Gorin 
in 2012.

“I like the lead,” Gorin said. 
“We’ll see if  it holds at the end of  
the evening.”

Gorin said she was “a little sur-
prised” at how well Rhinehart 
was doing, adding “that’s democ-
racy.” Rhinehart is a substitute 
teacher who previously has run 
for election twice in different su-
pervisorial districts and once for 
the Santa Rosa City Council.

Cuclis wasn’t quite ready to 
concede, but was not optimistic 
about her chances of  capturing 
enough late votes to force a run-
off.

“I’ve resolved myself  to the 
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Incumbent 1st District supervisor Susan Gorin, from left, celebrates 
an early lead with her husband, Joe, and her aide Jennifer Gray 
Thompson on Tuesday in Sonoma.

NORTH COAST ELECTIONS

 ■ Polling places see modest turnout as 
the vast majority of the region’s voters 
cast mail-in ballots / A9

 ■ See the results of how the region 
voted Tuesday for county, state and 
U.S. races and ballot measures / A8
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Clinton claims historic win

Hillary Clinton carved her name in his-
tory Tuesday, becoming the first woman 
ever positioned to lead a major party into 
the fall presidential campaign.

The former secretary of  State, making 
her second try for the White House, laid 
claim to the nomination at an exuberant 

rally in Brooklyn, N.Y., the state she rep-
resented for two terms in the U.S. Senate. 
Her victory came eight years to the day 
after she ended her 2008 White House bid.

Addressing a flag-waving crowd filled 
with women of  all ages and ethnicities, 
Clinton painted her triumph as a major 
stride in the march for women’s rights, 
which began more than a century and a 
half  ago at the Seneca Falls Convention 
in upstate New York.

“Tonight’s victory is not about one 
person,” said Clinton, who took the stage 

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARIES »  
Presumptive nominee becomes  
1st woman to lead major party
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Democratic 
presidential 
candidate 
Hillary Clinton 
greets support-
ers Tuesday in 
New York. JULIO CORTEZ / ASSOCIATED PRESS

INSIDE
County voters 
help Clinton take 
55 percent of 
votes over rival 
Sanders / A2


