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Council moves ahead after loss
RENT CONTROL » Mayor, members say they have
other ways to deal with Santa Rosa’s housing crisis
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The day after the defeat of
Santa Rosa’s controversial rent
control measure, City Council
members took stock and expressed hope the city would find
other ways to solve the its hous-

ing crunch.
Mayor Chris Coursey said
the council majority that narrowly passed rent control and
just-cause for eviction rules in
August was trying to help people caught in a historic housing
crunch, and was disappointed
that effort has been blocked.

“This was not a philosophical debate for 11,000 renters in
Santa Rosa. This was real-life
stuff, and they are struggling,”
Coursey said Wednesday morning. “And what worries me
today is that we have let them
down.”
Final returns Tuesday night
showed 52.5 percent of the vote
against Measure C compared to
47.5 percent in support.
There are another 3,200 vote-

by-mail and provisional ballots
to count, but given the vote percentages, those are not expected
to change the results, given that
the “no” votes enjoy a 1,409-vote
lead.
The Sonoma County Registrar of Voters is expected to
deliver final results later this
month.
Now that the referendum has
effectively forced repeal of the
ordinance, the city is preclud-

CHANATE ROAD PROJECT » SR parcel would be saved with easement
included in sale agreement being considered by Board of Supervisors

Deal would save meadow

ed by state election code from
passing the same ordinance for
a year after the June 6 election,
according to City Clerk Daisy
Gomez.
The city was prepared to respond however the vote went,
said Dave Gouin, director of the
city’s Housing and Community
Services department.
If Measure C had passed, a
TURN TO RENT » PAGE A2

Train
launch
date
delayed
SMART’s manager says
he is betting on service
to start this summer
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Josh Trull and Raeanne Johnson take a walk in a 10-acre parcel of land saved from development by a neighborhood campaign. The site at the end
of Beverly Way in Santa Rosa was to be part of the sale of the county-owned hospital and neighboring acreage.
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A

after the county sells the site, an outcome
neighbors feared when they realized four
months ago that the meadow was included
in the sale even though it has been marked
for years by a sign declaring it part of the
Paulin Creek Open Space Preserve.
Gallaher’s team originally wanted
to determine the future of the meadow
after the county finalized the sale and the
project passed through Santa Rosa’s planning process. But Komron Shahhosseini,
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n undeveloped Santa Rosa meadow long regarded as open space
but included among some 82 acres
Sonoma County wants to sell to a housing
developer would be officially preserved
under a multi million-dollar real estate
deal that could be approved starting in less
than two weeks.
The Board of Supervisors is set to cast
its first vote June 20 on an agreement to

sell the sprawling site of the county’s old
Chanate Road hospital complex to a team
led by Santa Rosa-based developer Bill
Gallaher, who envisions building a mixeduse community with as many as 800 rental
units, plus veterans housing and a variety
of community amenities.
That agreement, if finalized, would
require Gallaher’s team to secure a conservation easement for a 10-acre parcel
that includes the oak-shaded meadow
at the end of Beverly Way. An easement
would ensure the parcel is not paved over

The launch date of the North
Bay’s passenger rail service is in
doubt again after officials with
the Sonoma Marin Area Rail
Transit authority on Wednesday acknowledged they will not
meet their latest target of late
spring for welcoming riders onboard.
Anticipation had been building for SMART to announce a
launch date after the rail agency
convened a special meeting of
its board of directors at the rail
operations center on Airport
Boulevard.
The meeting, held Wednesday,
drew more than 100 SMART employees, along with Bay Area
media outlets, to a large hangar
where a SMART train was positioned in the background, its
destination sign illuminated for
“San Rafael.”
For now, that train remains
off-limits to the public who paid
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NBA FINALS
GAME 3: WARRIORS 118, CAVALIERS 113

Warriors grind out road win
By PHIL BARBER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG/ THE PRESS DEMCORAT

Warriors forward Kevin Durant
approaches teammate Stephen
Curry for a high-five after
Wednesday’s win in Cleveland.

One game. That’s all that
stands between the Warriors
and history.
No NBA team has ever gone
undefeated in the postseason.
But after Wednesday’s 118-113
win at Cleveland in Game 3 of
the NBA Finals, the Warriors
are poised to do just that. They

swept the Trail Blazers, Jazz
and Spurs in the Western Conference playoffs, and they can
sweep the Cavaliers with a victory at Quicken Loans Arena on
Friday.
It took every ounce of the
Warriors’ talent and resolve
to survive Wednesday’s game.
LeBron James (39 points) and
Kyrie Irving (38) were brilliant
for the home team. But Golden

55.8
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GOLDposter
edition
today’s newspaper.

State scored the final 11 points
of the game to turn a six-point
deficit into a stunning win in the
final three minutes.
Last year, the Cavs fought
back from a 3-1 deficit to upend the Warriors and win the
title. With Kevin Durant, Stephen Curry and the rest of the
Warriors at peak capacity, this
3-0 hole looks far tougher for
Cleveland to escape.
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