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STANLEY CUP FINAL » Sharks start hot, hold off 
Penguins to force Game 6 back in San Jose.   C5

RISING STAR » North Bay’s Nicki Bluhm headlines 
benefit concert at Petaluma’s Mystic Theatre.   D1
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COLLECTOR’S COVER: Point 
guard Shaun Livingston 
proves to be team’s most 
valuable backup / C1
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THE COMEBACK
SHAUN LIVINGSTON

SHAUN LIVINGSTON WAS CONSIDERED A RISING NBA STAR EARLY IN HIS CAREER,  

but he suffered a knee injury in 2007 so devastating that it took him most of three years to 

regain his game. He’s now one of the Warriors’ most important subs, a 6-7, sweet-passing point 

guard who can post up smaller opponents, shoot the mid-range jumper and score in transition.

3.04 to 1: Livingston’s assist-to-turnover ratio in 2015-16, which ranked seventh in the NBA
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President Barack Obama 
with Sen Bernie Sanders.

Obama 
backs 
Clinton, 
unity 

WASHINGTON — Testifying 
to Hillary Clinton’s grit and 
experience, President Barack 
Obama endorsed his former 
secretary of  state’s bid to suc-
ceed him Thursday and urged 
Democrats to line up behind 
her. It was all part of  a careful-
ly orchestrated pressure cam-
paign aimed at easing Clinton 
rival Bernie Sanders toward 
the exit and turning fully to the 
fight against Republican Donald 
Trump.

Obama’s long-expected en-
dorsement, delivered via an on-
line video, included a forceful 
call for unity and for “embrac-
ing” Sanders’ economic mes-
sage, which has fired up much 
of  the liberal wing of  his party. 
Obama sought to reassure Dem-
ocrats that Clinton shares their 
values and is ready for the job.

“Look, I know how hard this 

By KATHLEEN HENNESSEY 
AND KEN THOMAS
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Turning carbon dioxide into stone
Deep in the solidified lava beneath Ice-

land, scientists have managed an unprec-
edented feat: They’ve taken carbon diox-
ide released by a power plant and turned 
it into rock at a rate much faster than lab-
oratory tests predicted.

The findings, described in the journal 
Science, demonstrate a powerful meth-
od of  carbon storage that could reduce 
some of  the human-caused greenhouse 
gas emissions contributing to climate 
change.

“These are really exciting results,” said 
Roger Aines, a geochemist at Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory who was 

not involved in the study. “Nobody had 
ever actually done a large-scale experi-
ment like they’ve done, under the condi-
tions that they did it.”

The pilot program, performed at Reyk-
javik Energy’s geothermal power plant 
under a European-U.S. program called 
CarbFix, was able to turn more than 95 
percent of  carbon dioxide injected into 
the earth into chalky rock within just two 
years.

“We were surprised,” said study co-au-
thor Martin Stute, a hydrologist at Co-
lumbia University in New York. “We 
didn’t expect this. We thought this would 
be a project that would go on for decades. 
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Ducts carry superheated steam from within a volcanic 
field to the turbines at Reykjavik Energy’s Hellisheidi 
geothermal power plant in Iceland.

By AMINA KHAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Hidden field of dreams

FOR BASEBALL FANS » A year in the making, SR winery workers’ 
aspirations for a space to play ball is realized among the vines

W.P. Kinsella’s vision of  a fantasy 
baseball team cracking balls in 
the middle of  an Iowa cornfield 

holds nothing to the unlikely site of  Bal-
letto Vineyard’s “Field of  Dreams,” carved 
out among the vines in Sonoma’s Wine 
Country.

Winery employees built the regula-
tion-sized baseball field themselves 13 
years ago. The scenically situated ballfield 
has remained largely under the radar, 

even after the Sonoma County Winegrape 
Commission included it in their self-guid-
ed Sonoma Vineyards Adventures tour 
map two years ago. 

Winery owner John Balletto said em-
ployees came to him in 2002 asking if  they 
could put a baseball field into an unplant-
ed area on winery property off Occidental 
Road in Santa Rosa.

“I told them I would support them with 
equipment and materials if  they would do 
the work,” Balletto said. It was finished 
and ready for play within a year.

“I could probably get 12 to 15 tons of  

grapes a year off of  that land,” he said. 
“But it’s a nice benefit for our key employ-
ees who really enjoy playing baseball. It’s 
what we do here.”

Vineyard Manager Manuel Vallejo — no 
relation to Gen. Mariano Vallejo — spear-
headed the Balletto “Field of  Dreams” for 
himself  and other field workers who are 
big Giants fans.

“My dad loves baseball,” said Teresa 
Vallejo, 21, adding that he has worked for 
Balletto for more than 30 years.

By MEG MCCONAHEY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Noe Nuñez, wearing his Los Uveros team jersey, throws from the outfield during an informal baseball practice at Balletto Vineyard’s “Field of 
Dreams” in Santa Rosa. In 2002, employees approached winery owner John Balletto about putting in a baseball field on part of the property.

County’s graduation rates up
HIGHLIGHTS

 ■Windsor (9.6 
percent) and Elsie 
Allen (7.4 percent) 
posted the biggest 
increases

 ■Analy (98 
percent) had the 
county’s largest 
graduation rate

 ■ The county 
posted a new high 
of 83 percent

As graduation season comes to an 
end, the 150 students from Healds-
burg High School and Marce Bec-
erra Academy expected to receive 
diplomas today in a joint ceremony 

won’t be the only ones celebrating. 
Sonoma County also has a reason to 
do so, with high school graduation 
rates on the rise.

Countywide, the rate increased by 
8 percentage points over the past six 
years, to a new high of  nearly 83 per-
cent in 2014-15, topping the statewide 
average of  82 percent, according to 
the latest data from the California 
Department of  Education. 

While some county schools saw 
dips in their graduation rates, the 
vast majority made gains. Elsie Al-

len and Windsor high schools saw 
among the largest increases, with re-
spective rises of  7.4 and 9.6 percent-
age points. Elsie Allen’s graduation 
rate is now 73 percent and Windsor’s 
is 97 percent.

Analy High School, a perennial 
leader among the county’s largest 
public schools, stayed atop the field 
with a rate of  98 percent last year. 

County Superintendent Steve Her-
rington credited the work of  teach-
ers and school officials as a main 
driver in the improvement, while 

also acknowledging the help of  pro-
grams such as 10,000 Degrees, which 
helps low-income students access 
and succeed in college.

“I am thrilled to see that our 
commitment to increasing the high 
school graduation rate and col-
lege-going rate for local students has 
paid off. We are definitely moving in 
the right direction,” he said in a re-
cent statement.

Graduation rates are a key gauge 

NEW HIGH » Topping state 
average, majority of schools 
made gains in past 6 years

By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO GRADUATION » PAGE A7

THE GOLF MART OF SANTA ROSA 
2768 SANTA ROSA AVE • (707) 584-4466 

VISIT US ONLINE @ THEGOLFMART.COM

THE 
GOLF MART
SERVING CALIFORNIA GOLFERS SINCE 1984

HOME OF THE 90-DAY 100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE

SHOP THE HOTTEST FATHER’S DAY GIFTS

BUSHNELL TOUR V4 
PATRIOT PACK
$299.99 STD
$399.99 SLOPE

THE GIFT THAT ALWAYS FITS!

WEATHERSOF 
GLOVES 2-PACK  
SAVE $2 NOW $17.99
EXP JUNE 30, 2016

Gift Card

HOME OF THE 90-DAY, 100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE

Gift Card

HOME OF THE 90-DAY, 100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE

NEW LOW PRICE!

D2/D3 DRIVERS 
WAS $449.99 
$349.99 ea

FAIRWAYS 
WAS $279.99 
$229.99 ea

HYBRIDS 
WAS $249.99
$199.99 ea


