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SEBASTOPOL HOME INVADED » At-large 
armed suspects steal cash, drugs.  A3

DAY OF WINE AND FOOD » RP festival 
lures revelers with indulgences.  A3
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HORSE RACING’S 13TH TRIPLE CROWN: Justify 
defies all the odds on its way to achieving 
immortality with its Belmont Stakes win. / C1
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County 
plans for 
housing 
stumble

Plans for a $300 million hous-
ing bond to support the con-
struction of  affordable housing 
in Sonoma County appear to 
have fallen apart after influen-
tial agriculture and business 
groups opposed the idea. 

Proponents who wanted to 
place a countywide housing re-
covery bond on the November 
ballot are instead now recom-
mending that Santa Rosa pass its 
own smaller measure this fall — 
perhaps one raising $175 million 
— and leave the county free to 
pursue a separate tax measure 
for the unincorporated areas. 

Supporters say the change 
is a savvy course correction in 
the face of  concerns expressed 
by both the Sonoma County 
Farm Bureau and the Sonoma 

Agriculture, business 
groups oppose bond; city 
measure gets support
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Trump snubs 
US allies over 
statement

QUEBEC CITY — President 
Donald Trump abruptly upended 
two days of  global economic di-
plomacy late Saturday, refusing 
to sign a joint statement with the 
United States’ allies, threatening 
to escalate his trade war on the 
country’s neighbors and derid-
ing Canada’s prime minister as 
“very dishonest and weak.”

In a remarkable pair of  
acrimony-laced tweets from 
aboard Air Force One as he flew 
to a summit with North Korea’s 
leader, Trump lashed out at 
Justin Trudeau, the prime 
minister who hosted the seven-
nation summit, accusing him of  
making false statements.

Literally moments after 
Trudeau’s government released 
the joint statement, saying it 
had been agreed to by all seven 
countries, Trump blew apart 

By MICHAEL D. SHEAR  
AND CATHERINE PORTER
NEW YORK TIMES
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GROUP OF SEVEN SUMMIT

Report: County staff not ready

Sonoma County government 
employees were undertrained 
and overwhelmed during the 
October wildfires, and they 
clashed with elected leaders who 
wanted to play a more active 
role in emergency management, 

according to a long-awaited in-
ternal review of  the county’s 
response to the disaster.

County staff involved in emer-
gency coordination had spot-
ty training records, the blunt 
self-assessment found, and pub-
lic officials  were not prepared 
to handle an event as severe and 
prolonged as the fires that be-
sieged the region eight months 
ago, burning entire neighbor-
hoods to the ground. 

Workers inside the county’s 
civilian emergency command 

hub also were frustrated with 
what they saw as unreasonable 
expectations from members of  
the Board of  Supervisors. Those 
leaders, in turn, felt shut out 
of  the early response efforts, 
complicating their efforts to ef-
fectively communicate with the 
public.

The county review, which 
will be presented Monday to the 
Board of  Supervisors, recom-
mends the county strengthen its 
training requirements, clarify 
the roles of  staff members and 

elected officials during disas-
ters, hire more emergency man-
agement employees and create a 
new alert program to notify the 
public in cases of  disaster. 

The internal analysis, divided 
into three reports, is the most 
comprehensive and introspec-
tive analysis to date of  Sonoma 
County’s fire response. It marks 
a turning point for the Board 
of  Supervisors as it prepares 
to act on the findings with pol-
icy changes, spending decisions 
and a likely reorganization of  its 

emergency management divi-
sion, which was responsible for 
the county’s controversial deci-
sion not to send Amber Alert-
style mass cellphone warnings 
about the developing firestorm.

“We were prepared for the di-
sasters of  the past. We were not 
ready for the new normal and 
for events of  this magnitude,” 
said Supervisor James Gore, the 
board chairman. “I have to look 
at not just my constituents, but 

OCTOBER WILDFIRES » 
Internal review finds lack 
of coordination early on 
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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PARALLEL LINES: Friends Gavin Whitright, from left, Chris Tumminia and Terry Clark, all 14, make their way on the bike path beside the SMART train tracks Friday in 
Rohnert Park. State bill 1029, proposed by Sen. Mike McGuire, is seeking to create a 300-mile North Coast trail similar to the John Muir Trail that runs through the Sierra.  

Great Redwood Trail
effort gains traction

NORTH COAST » Healdsburg’s McGuire finding strong support for  
300-mile multiuse path in bill that consolidates freight, commuter services

Imagine a 300-mile trail from San Francisco Bay to 
Humboldt Bay taking hikers, bicycle and horse-
back riders through a stunning North Coast river 

canyon and old growth redwood forests.
It would cost untold millions of  dollars and won’t 

come soon, but the idea for what’s called the Great 
Redwood Trail is embodied in state 
Sen. Mike McGuire’s bill, which 
would also abolish a debt-ridden pub-
lic agency and put commuter train 
operator Sonoma-Marin Area Rail 
Transit in charge of  railroad freight 
service in its two counties.

The buzz is all about a trail along 
railroad tracks through some territo-
ry most people have never seen and 
which advocates are likening to the 
210-mile John Muir Trail through the 

Sierra Nevada. 
“It’s an amazing prospect,” said Alisha O’Loughlin, 

executive director of  the 1,000-member Sonoma Coun-
ty Bicycle Coalition. “Something we’re very enthusias-
tic about.”

The trail, affording “gorgeous recreational opportu-
nities,” would draw cyclists and equestrians from far 
and wide, she said.

The coalition’s only concern is that work on the trail 

not take priority over completion of  pathways along 
the 70-mile SMART corridor in Sonoma and Marin 
counties. Just 16 miles of  pathways have been built to 
date in segments from Healdsburg to San Rafael.

Caryl Hart, the former Sonoma County Regional 
Parks director and past chairwoman of  the state Parks 
and Recreation Commission, said the proposed trail 

CLOVERDALE LINK: 
Dwayne Price, left, 
of Larkspur and his 
wife, Nancy Weninger, 
mount their bicycles 
after looking around 
the Cloverdale Train 
Station during their 
weekend trip.

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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