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Stirring, scripted farewell to Ali
Eulogies indicative of
boxer’s reach; tens of
thousands line streets

tacle that fanned across miles
of his hometown, in memories
that stretched over some of
the most turbulent years of
20th-century U.S. history, and
in the prayers of faiths that
he embraced and honored as
paths to truth, he was laid to
rest, one week after his death
at age 74.
Ali was eulogized in a grand
sports arena by, among others,
a priest and an imam, a rabbi
and a monk, a former U.S. president and a famous comedian.

By JIM DWYER
NEW YORK TIMES

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Muhammad Ali spent the better
part of a decade planning his
funeral, his friends and family
said, and by late Friday afternoon it was evident what had
taken him so long. In a spec-

A protégée, his daughters and
his wife remembered him. As
they spoke, all stood beneath
the flags of the United States
and the Olympics, symbols
of a man who saw himself as
a citizen of the United States
and of the world.
Earlier in the day, his coffin traveled through nearly
20 miles of Louisville, cheered
and saluted by tens of thousands of people who tossed

The hearse
carrying Muhammad Ali’s
body passes
in front of
his boyhood
home, center, during
his funeral
procession
Friday in
Louisville, Ky.
MARK HUMPHREY
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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HEALDSBURG SON » Remains of John Saini, who died in
battle during World War II, return home after 73 years

Salute to lost marine

Christian
right will
vote for
Trump
Evangelicals may not
like him but believe he’s
ultimately conservative
By DAVID GOLDSTEIN
McCLATCHY NEWS SERVICE

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

MILITARY SEND-OFF: Concord Marine honor guardsmen salute the casket of Pfc. John Saini of Healdsburg on Friday during a service at Eggen & Lance Chapel in Santa
Rosa. Saini’s remains were returned to the United States after being discovered after more than 70 years in a grave on an island in the Pacific Ocean.
By CHRIS SMITH
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

‘I

can’t believe this,” Healdsburg grape grower John
Saini thought aloud at midday Friday from the back
seat of a limousine as it rolled beneath the second
or third Highway 101 overpass bearing emergency vehicles, first responders who stood in salute and civilians
who held American flags.
The Cadillac carrying Saini and his sister, Liz McDowell, closely followed a formation of police and private
motorcycles, a vanload of Marines and a silver hearse.

Inside the hearse was the casket containing the
remains of the siblings’ uncle, the Marine who died in
a nightmarish World War II battle and for more than
70 years lay in a lost grave on a miserable speck of an
island in the central Pacific.
The 65-year-old John Saini riding in the limo was
named for Pfc. John Saini, who was just 20 when he perished Nov. 20, 1943, the first day of the strategically successful but historically catastrophic Battle of Tawara.
The Marine’s niece and his namesake nephew and
TURN TO MARINE » PAGE A2

John Saini
Marine private
died in a WWII
battle in 1943.

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. — Ask
Calvin Morrow, an evangelical
Christian activist, if he’s going
to embrace Donald Trump and
his expression sours, as if he
has just tasted milk well past its
sell-by date.
But he will vote for him.
“It’s not an
issue of embracing him,”
said Morrow,
executive
director of Christians Uniting
for Political Action, who hails
from a part of Donald
Missouri where Trump
faith is a calling card. “It’s RIVALS ON
an issue of, ‘Oh, THE ATTACK
what the heck. Mixing policy
We’re
stuck arguments with
with him.’”
personal attacks,
S o u t h w e s t Hillary Clinton
Missouri was and Donald
Ted Cruz terri- Trump get ready
tory during the to clash / B1
Republican primaries. Trump, however, won
the state by a whisper.
But there’s been little else
quiet or subdued about the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, and that’s what
both troubles, as well as energizes, many of his supporters
among evangelical voters here
in this rural corner of the ShowMe State.
TURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A2

NBA FINALS
GAME 4: WARRIORS 108, CAVALIERS 97

Warriors reverse fortune with a splash
By PHIL BARBER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Warriors’ Stephen Curry passes
the ball around Cavaliers’ Kevin
Love during Game 4 of the NBA
Finals on Friday in Cleveland.
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CLEVELAND
wo and a half weeks ago, the Warriors were
dangling on the precipice of playoff elimination.
Now, they are one game away from winning
their second straight championship. Up three games
to one in the NBA Finals after Friday’s 108-97 victory
at Quicken Loans Arena, the Warriors even have a
chance to avoid a return trip to Cleveland. They can
wrap up the title with a win Monday night in Oakland.
To reverse their loss in Game 3 here on Wednesday, all Golden State needed was to get its splash
back. Mired in a prolonged slump, two-time MVP
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Stephen Curry exploded for 38 points. His brother in
long-distance shooting, Klay Thompson, scored 25.
It was the closest game in the series, and the most
intense. The Warriors pulled away on the strength of
Curry’s shooting, timely defense, strong activity rebounding missed shots and, ultimately, free throws
down the stretch.
History is one win away. On Friday, Curry cautioned against planning the parade route just yet.
“Just because we’re going home doesn’t mean you
can relax or take things for granted,” he said. “You
work all regular season to have home-court advantage, and this is a great opportunity for us, and we
need to play with a sense of urgency and a sense of
aggression like we did tonight.”

BIG PLANS FOR ADOBE ROAD: Winery owner
and racer Kevin Buckler plans massive new
tasting room on riverfront in Petaluma / B8
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Coach Kerr has won
acclaim as ringleader of
winning Warriors / C1
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