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Trustees
to weigh
disputed
labor deal

SRJC » Board to vote on
pursuing union benefits,
rules for bond project

LANDMARK LAW » PROTECTING AQUIFERS

New landscape
on groundwater

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Santa Rosa Junior College
is poised to take a first step toward adopting a disputed policy
that would require union rules,
benefits and oversight on a large
construction project bankrolled
by the $410 million bond approved by voters in 2014 to upgrade campus facilities.
College trustees on Tuesday
will consider opening negotiations with organized labor to
craft a so-called project labor
agreement covering a single
major upcoming project, such
as the planned $60 million science, technology, engineering
and math building.
In doing so, the seven-member board is wading into highly contested territory, opening
up a new political front in the
long-running and increasingly
fierce turf war between union
and nonunion construction
forces in the county.
“The board has never done
this before, so in that sense it
would be a sea change for them,”
said Maggie Fishman, who ousted a longtime board member in
2014 and is now chairwoman.
Supporters of organized labor say requiring union rules
and benefits for such projects
ensures workers are treated
fairly, encourages local hiring,
guarantees work is completed to
high standards and helps complex construction projects go
smoothly.
Opponents argue such deals
undermine competitive bidding,
interfere with the efficient management of projects, discriminate against nonunion contractors and drive up costs.
At the moment, union forces
appear to have the upper hand
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The 13-year-olds died in a fall in Park
City, Utah, after taking a synthetic opioid
bought on the dark web using bitcoin.

Drug
trade
rises on
internet

Synthetic opioid fentanyl
fastest-growing cause of
overdoses across nation
By NATHANIEL POPPER
NEW YORK TIMES

As the nation’s opioid crisis
worsens, authorities are confronting a resurgent, unruly
player in the illicit trade of the
deadly drugs, one that threatens
to be even more formidable than
the cartels.
The internet.
In a growing number of arrests and overdoses, law enforcement officials say, the
drugs are being bought online.
Internet sales have allowed powerful synthetic opioids such as
fentanyl — the fastest-growing
cause of overdoses nationwide
— to reach living rooms in nearly every region of the country,
as they arrive in small packages
in the mail.
Authorities have been frustrated in their efforts to crack
down on the trade because
these sites generally exist on
the dark web, where buyers can
visit anonymously using special
browsers and make purchases
with virtual currencies like bitcoin.
The problem of dark web
sales appeared to have been
stamped out in 2013, when au-
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TRACKING GROUNDWATER: Crewmen with Weeks Drilling & Pump Co. dig a residential water well Wednesday near
Cotati. After five years of drought, California plans to take a more hands-on approach to regulating groundwater usage.

State ending past practice of unregulated pumping

By ANDREA CASTILLO

By GUY KOVNER
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ickie Mulas, a partner in her family’s Sonoma Valley
dairy and vineyard operations, is no friend of regulations.
“They’re kind of onerous, restrictive and costly,” said
Mulas, stating her case bluntly, as farmers often do.
But Mulas, a member of a prominent local ranching
family, relishes her role in California’s newest round of
rule-making that will — in an unprecedented departure
from past practice — put limits on how much water people
can pump out of the ground.
She’s a board member on one of more than 100 new agencies statewide — including three in Sonoma County — being
formed to implement a landmark California water law that
will bring order to groundwater, the aqueous subterranean
stores that collectively hold more than 10 times as much
water as all the state’s surface reservoirs combined.
In the aftermath of a historic five-year drought that
prompted wholesale overdrafting of Central Valley aquifers
— triggering dramatic collapses in the landscape — California is replacing a largely hands-off approach to groundwater
with a regulatory system that includes metering, monitoring

■ Groundwater basins are California’s largest reservoirs, more
than 10 times the size of all surface
reservoirs combined.
■ Groundwater provides about
38 percent of the state’s total annual
water supply, and up to 60 percent
in dry years.
■ Sonoma County draws more
than 70 percent of its water from
wells to meet demand for 260 million gallons a day.
■ More than 80 percent of Californians rely, in part, on groundwater
for their drinking water.
■ Groundwater and surface water
are interconnected, and groundwater
pumping draws water from rivers
and streams.
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MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ

More than 200 anti-Sharia
protesters faced off with
counterdemonstrators Saturday
at the site of the San Bernardino
terrorist attack as part of a
nationwide “March Against
Sharia” event sponsored by
the conservative group Act for
America.
Protesters chanted “USA!”
and waved signs, including one
that said “Islam is not American,” near the county’s Inland
Regional Center, where a Pakistani American couple fatally shot 14 people in 2015. The
attack was cited by President
Trump as one reason for his
controversial travel restriction
policy that temporarily bans
refugees and immigrants from
six Muslim-majority nations.
Protesters faced off against
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Three groundwater basins supply
the county’s biggest population
and farming centers / A10
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