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INSIDE

Trump, Kim set for summit

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Celia Wynn-Gould and her boyfriend, Brandon Rodenberger, of Guerneville take in the view at Crane Creek Regional Park in Rohnert Park on 
Sunday. A proposal is calling for an eighth-cent sales tax increase to provide funding for municipal and county parks.

Regional parks system 
bets on sales tax passage

VOTE 2018 » SONOMA COUNTY

Supervisors to review draft proposal today for November ballot measure

Nineteen months after a hard-fought 
battle to secure new funding for 
county parks narrowly failed at 

the polls, Sonoma County Regional Parks 
officials are gearing up to pitch a more 
modest sales tax measure they hope to get 
on the November ballot.

A draft proposal to be presented to the 
county Board of  Supervisors  today calls 
for an eighth-cent sales tax to be imposed 
countywide, both in cities and in unincor-
porated areas of  the county.

The new tax would raise an estimated 
$11.5 million annually over its 10-year 
lifespan, with one-third of  the proceeds 
distributed to municipal parks and recre-
ation services and the remainder going to 
county regional parks.

After 50 years in operation without a 
dedicated funding source, park managers 
say a stable funding stream is long over-
due if  the department hopes to meet grow-
ing demand and keep up with deferred 
maintenance needs — not to mention 
recovery from last year’s fires. 

Department expenses continue to rise, 
yet contributions from the county general 

fund, though slightly improved from a few 
years ago, remain below pre-recession 
levels, park officials said.

“We need to stabilize the park system 
and bring in the essential stabilizing funds 
that will allow us to tread water, because 
we’re not right now,” Deputy Parks Direc-
tor Melanie Parker said.

After the loss of  Measure J in 2016, 
county supervisors pledged $1 million a 
year for two years from new bed tax rev-
enues approved in the same election. But 
it’s a temporary boost, and only enough 

SINGAPORE — President Donald 
Trump arrived here Sunday night 
ahead of  a potentially historic sum-
mit with North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un, the first meeting between 
the leaders of  two countries that 

have been sworn enemies for almost 
seven decades.

Air Force One touched down with 
little fanfare at Paya Lebar Air Base 
in Singapore, landing a few hours 
after Kim arrived in the island state. 
Trump waved as he stepped off the 
presidential aircraft, briefly greeted 
Singaporean officials on the tarmac 
and quickly climbed into a limousine 

to head to his hotel for the evening.
Asked upon his arrival how he was 

feeling about the summit, Trump 
told reporters, “Very good.”

Trump and Kim are scheduled to 
meet face to face Tuesday morning 
at 9 (which is 6 p.m. today), and they 
will see if  they can forge some kind 
of  agreement on North Korea’s nu-
clear program.

Trump was upbeat as he departed 
Canada on Saturday for his daylong 
journey halfway around the globe, 
which included a refueling stop on 

the Greek island of  Crete. The presi-
dent told reporters he would rely on 
his intuition to size up Kim’s inten-
tions regarding a deal to abandon his 
nuclear arsenal.

“Within the first minute, I’ll 
know,” he said. “My touch, my feel 
— that’s what I do.”

Kim and Trump are to meet at the 
Capella hotel on the resort island of  
Sentosa, usually better known as the 
site of  Singapore’s Universal Studios 

HISTORIC MEETING » World watches to see whether talks 
will be nuclear negotiation or just get-acquainted session 
By ANNA FIFIELD  
AND PHILIP RUCKER
WASHINGTON POST
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Kim Jong
Un
North Korean 
leader will meet 
President Donald 
Trump

It was an October afternoon 
when 13-year-old Andy Lopez, 
wearing shorts and a blue sweat-
shirt, walked down a sidewalk 
in southwest Santa Rosa, loose-
ly carrying at his side a plastic 
pellet gun that resembled an as-

sault rifle.
Two Sonoma County sher-

iff’s deputies were driving in 
the neighborhood on a rou-
tine patrol. When Officer Erick 
Gelhaus, an Iraq war veteran, 
spotted the 5-foot-3 teenager, he 
thought the boy might be carry-
ing an AK-47.

Their patrol car swung be-
hind Lopez. From 60 feet away, 
Gelhaus jumped out, crouched 
behind the door and shouted 
“Drop the gun!”

As Lopez began to turn to-

ward him, Gelhaus fired eight 
shots, killing the boy.

This week, the U.S. Supreme 
Court is being asked to shield 

the deputy from being sued by 
Lopez’s parents on the grounds 
that no law “squarely governs” 
this situation and would have 
alerted the officer that shooting 
the teenager on the sidewalk 
amounted to the use of  “exces-
sive force.”

Joined by several California 
law enforcement groups, Sono-
ma County’s lawyers are urg-
ing the justices to “support the 
common sense proposition that 

High court weighs Andy Lopez shooting
Sonoma County requests 
deputy be immune from 
lawsuits over 2013 death
By DAVID G. SAVAGE
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Trump 
digs in 
against 
Canada

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump escalated a bitter 
clash with some of  America’s 
closest allies Sunday, lashing 
out through his advisers at Can-
ada’s prime minister in unusu-
ally personal terms and leaving 
himself  with a diplomatic crisis 
as he arrived in Asia to negoti-
ate a nuclear agreement with 
North Korea.

A day after Trump refused to 
sign a communiqué of  the Group 
of  7 major industrial economies, 
his advisers went on the attack, 
accusing Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau of  “betrayal” and 
a “stab” in the back, even as 
Canada, Germany and France 
pushed back against what they 
called the U.S. president’s “in-
sult” and “inconsistency.”

The exchange left Trump es-
tranged from America’s part-
ners at the moment he is about 
to stride onto the most import-
ant world stage he has assumed 
since taking office. Aides at-
tributed his outburst over the 
weekend to his feeling undercut 
as he prepared to meet with the 
North Korean leader, Kim Jong 
Un, while critics said he had 
stiff-armed his friends at the ex-
pense of  a unified front.

Whether Kim sees Trump’s 
combative approach as a sign of  
strength or weakness, the rup-
ture with other major powers 
was sure to shadow the session 
between the two in Singapore on 
Tuesday, the first time leaders of  
the United States and North Ko-
rea have met in person. Trump’s 
strategy for pressuring Kim to 
give up his nuclear weapons has 
depended on isolating North Ko-

Foreign leaders push 
back on trade amid 
cross-border kerfuffle
By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES
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