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VOTER-APPROVED MEASURE AA

Watershed moment
for the bay’s wetlands

Donald Trump

2 sides to
Trump’s
NJ casino
failure
Review: Mogul earned
millions as companies
went bust in Atlantic City
By RUSS BUETTNER
AND CHARLES V. BAGLI
NEW YORK TIMES

PHOTOS BY ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

RECOVERING WETLANDS: The sun sets Friday over the Sears Point Wetlands Restoration Project in Sonoma. Bay Area voters on Tuesday approved a $12 annual parcel
tax, which is expected to generate $25 million a year, to fund wetlands restoration around the region’s estuary for the next 20 years.

Parcel tax to fund environmental restoration efforts for 20 years
RESTORING
WETLANDS

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

O

SEARS POINT
n this spread of flooded former hayfield edging
San Pablo Bay, clumps of native pickleweed are
sprouting, seabirds and raptors soar overhead
and fish forage on the incoming tide.
It’s a scene wetland experts hope to replicate along
the North Bay shoreline and on nearby creeks as
part of an ambitious effort to improve water quality,
enhance wildlife habitat and bolster natural defenses
against sea-level rise.
Here, on 960 acres of land where a century-old levee
was breached last fall and bay waters rushed in, some
of that transformation is already under way. It is part
of a decades-long, patchwork effort to reverse degradation of San Francisco Bay’s once-vast complex of tidal
and freshwater wetlands.
And soon there will be more public money to
expand the restoration. It will come from a $12 annual
parcel tax passed last week by voters in the nine-county Bay Area, a turning point, conservationists say, in
the regionwide quest to recover the fringe of wetlands
that historically rimmed the region’s 1,600-square-mile
estuary.
Measure AA, the Clean and Healthy Bay Ballot

TAKING FLIGHT: A great egret takes off Friday from a sand bar at
low tide at the Sears Point Wetlands Restoration Project in Sonoma.
Measure, is expected to generate $25 million a year for
wetland restoration and related projects, providing a
reliable funding source for environmental projects for
the bay and its watersheds, conservationists said.
“For every one of us that does this type of work, this
is just incredible news,” said Julian Meisler, baylands
TURN TO WETLANDS » PAGE A7

On Tuesday, voters in
the nine-county Bay
Area passed Measure
AA, a $12 annual parcel
tax seeking to fund
wetland recovery
efforts for the region’s
1,600-square-mile
estuary.
Purpose: Generate
$25 million a year,
and an estimated
$500 million over its
20-year lifespan, for
wetland restoration
and related projects.
In the North Bay:
Sonoma, Marin, Napa
and Solano counties
are guaranteed at least
9 percent of the tax
revenue generated
over 20 years, or about
$45 million.

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — The
Trump Plaza Casino and Hotel
is closed, its windows clouded
over by sea salt. Only a faint
outline of the gold letters spelling out T-R-U-M-P remains visible on the exterior of what was
once this city’s premier casino.
Not far away, the long-failing
Trump Marina Hotel Casino was
sold at a major
loss five years
ago and is now
known as the
Golden Nugget.
At the nearly
deserted east- REFLECTING
ern end of the ON FERRARO
boardwalk, the ■ 1984 milestone
Trump Taj Ma- set by Geraldine
hal, now under Ferraro set the
new
owner- political stage for
ship, is all that the rise of Hillary
remains of the Clinton / B1
casino empire
Donald Trump assembled here
more than a quarter-century
ago. Years of neglect show: The
carpets are frayed and dust-coated chandeliers dangle above the
few customers there to play the
penny slot machines.
On the presidential campaign
trail, Trump, the presumptive
Republican nominee, often
boasts of his success in Atlantic City, of how he outwitted the
Wall Street firms that financed
his casinos and rode the value
of his name to riches. A central
argument of his candidacy is
that he would bring the same
business prowess to the Oval Office, doing for America what he
did for his companies.
“Atlantic City fueled a lot of
TURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A2
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SF battles epidemic of auto burglaries
City’s police department,
DA’s Office pass blame as
‘smash-and-grabs’ surge
By PAUL ELIAS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

JEFF CHIU / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jeremiah Munavu, lead technician at Auto Glass Now, installs a new
window on a car May 12 in San Francisco.

SAN FRANCISCO — Across
the street from San Francisco’s
main jail, business is booming
at Auto Glass Now where more
than a dozen motorists show
up on an average day to replace
windows broken by thieves.
“It’s been insane,” said Julio
Lara, the shop’s manager who
says nearby competitors are
busy as well. “It’s nonstop.”
San Francisco is in the grips
of an auto burglary epidemic.

No other place in the country
— not New York, Chicago or
Los Angeles — had as many
“smash-and-grabs” per capita
as San Francisco did last year.
“We have an auto burglary
problem in San Francisco,”
then-Police Chief Greg Suhr
said in October after a CHP officer’s personal gun was stolen
from his car.
The gun was recovered, but
the burglaries have grown far
beyond a simple annoyance.
They are fueling a bitter political feud between the city’s police department and District Attorney’s Office, who blame each
other for not doing enough. San
TURN TO BURGLARIES » PAGE A7
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Warriors and fans pumped
up, Green is your man / C1
MARCIO JOSE

D PRESS
SANCHEZ / ASSOCIATE

NICE.
ALMOST TOO
SE GUYS ARE
n to keep
RIORS: THE
mond Gree
FOR THE WAR
r forward Dray
ng to get
IAL PROBLEM
they have powe
, and he’s willi
ONE POTENT
gh, because
s
thing great
And he back
r concern, thou
Dubs do some
warranted.
it’s
It’s not a majo
s
joy when the
think
with
he
Green roars
mate — when
the fire lit.
play.
nent or team
face — oppo
stic all-around
in someone’s
it up with fanta

SANTA ROSA
High 78, Low 51

7.4 Green’s

ng Your Op

Reachi
Benefield
Business
Classified
Crossword
Editorial
Forum

t in the NBA
in 2015-16, mos

-guards
among non

THE WEATHER, C10

e
assists per gam

C3
E1
E6
T6
B9
B9

have
prac tor, I
tice as a chiro
nts reac h
In my prac t to help my patie not in
, may be their
a comm itmen
um pote ntial
t of
their optim s, but in the cour Fourz on
~ Dr.
the NBA final
own life.

timum

Potential

GO

R CENTER
AND LASE

05
707-234-34
S
34 & Ukiah on laser therapy
WARRIOR
707-579-22
videos
in Santa Rosa for more information and

m
Lotto www.northbaA2
ylaserdoc.co
Movies
D8
Obituaries B4
Sonoma Life D1
Towns
T1
TV
T7
ge
See pa
Sports
two of

Go to our website

©2016 The Press Democrat

