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From left, Christopher Godley, Sonoma County’s interim emergency manager; Jim Colangelo, interim director of the Sonoma County Fire and 
Emergency Services Dept.; Santa Rosa Fire Chief Tony Gossner; and Steve Akre, Fire Chief for Sonoma Valley Fire & Rescue Authority, attend the 
Sonoma County Board of Supervisors meeting in Santa Rosa on Monday.

Supervisors vow better, 
earlier fire warnings

Separate vote to 
come on funding 
staff for upgrade

SONOMA COUNTY  » ALERT SYSTEM

After eight months of  scru-
tiny over Sonoma Coun-
ty’s failure to issue more 

widespread warnings about 
last year’s firestorm, county of-
ficials said Tuesday they want 
to become a model for how to 
best alert community members 
of  unfolding emergencies and 
prepare them to respond well in 
future disasters.

To accomplish that goal, a 
majority of  the Board of  Super-
visors signed off on an internal 
audit of  the county’s response 
to the October wildfires. The 
board also agreed to move for-
ward with a restructuring of  
the emergency services division 
that begins with funding new 

jobs for people who will focus 
specifically on the development 
of  a new community warning 
program.

Supervisor Susan Gorin cast 
the lone dissenting vote. She 
was frustrated the audit didn’t 
address what she described as 
inadequate communication 
from the county’s civilian emer-
gency command center regard-

ing the fires that ravaged the 
Sonoma Valley and other parts 
of  her southeastern county dis-
trict.

But some of  Gorin’s col-
leagues on the board were ea-
ger to show their constituents 
they are making changes based 
on lessons learned during 
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More Sonoma County fire-
fighters will be on duty this 
summer and fall during extreme 
weather and wind periods fol-
lowing a vote Monday by the 
Board of  Supervisors approving 
$900,000 for additional staff.

Supervisors, citing the need 
for action following last fall’s 
catastrophic and deadly Octo-
ber fires, also agreed to spend 
$800,000 to recruit and retain 
firefighters countywide in an 
attempt to bolster the flagging 
ranks of  fire agency volunteers.

The $1.7 million already had 
been allocated in the county 

County gives 
major boost 
to fire staffing 
By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

4th District Supervisor James Gore, left, joined by 2nd District 
Supervisor David Rabbitt, speaks Monday during the Sonoma County 
Board of Supervisors meeting in Santa Rosa.
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SONOMA COUNTY

Jail 
beatings 
lawsuit 
settled

Sonoma County agreed to pay 
$1.7 million to settle a lawsuit 
filed by former Sonoma County 
Jail inmates who said they en-
dured physical assaults and ver-
bal abuse by correctional depu-
ties, officials said Monday. 

As a result of  the case, the 
Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office 
has retrained its jail staff on 
use-of-force procedures and is in 
the process of  purchasing body-
worn cameras for sworn correc-
tions personnel and installing 
cameras in common areas of  the 
jail, Sheriff Rob Giordano said. 

The case stems from an in-
cident on May 28, 2015, when 
jail staff responded to a distur-
bance in a high-security wing 
of  the main jail in Santa Rosa. 
Inmates were, one-by-one, taken 
out of  their cells by a group of  
correctional officers. They were 
yelled at while handcuffed and 
being restrained face-down on 
the ground with their legs and 
arms held behind their backs, 
according to sheriff’s officials 
and videos of  the incident taken 
by sheriff’s personnel. 

“Some of  the things we did 
were unacceptable,” Giordano 
said.

Video of  the incident, taken 
by sheriff’s personnel and post-
ed online by the former inmates’ 
lawyer, include a moment with 
correctional deputies in tactical 
gear holding an inmate on the 
ground, folding his legs back-
wards. In an expletive-filled 
burst directed at the inmate, one 
deputy said: “… acting like a lit-
tle f.....g bitch. Cause that’s what 
you are. And guess what? I run 
this f.....g unit. I own you.”

Seven men, all former jail in-
mates, joined the federal civil 
rights lawsuit, filed in October 
2015 in U.S. District Court in San 
Francisco. Izaak Schwaiger, the 
former inmates’ attorney, said 
up to 20 inmates were beaten in 
a continuous round of  assaults 
sanctioned through a formal 
sheriff’s policy called “yard 
counseling” or “behavior coun-
seling” started about 20 years 
ago by Assistant Sheriff Randall 
Walker. Walker ran Sonoma 
County’s two jails until April 

Ex-inmates to get $1.7M 
for staff's alleged abuse 
during 'yard counseling'
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Trump, Kim come together
SINGAPORE — President Donald 

Trump and North Korea’s Kim Jong 
Un came together for a momentous 
summit Tuesday that could chart a 
course for historic peace or raise the 
specter of  a growing nuclear threat. 
Kim called the sit-down a “good pre-
lude for peace” as Trump pledged 
that “working together we will get it 
taken care of.”

In a meeting that seemed unthink-
able just months ago, Trump and 
Kim met with staged ceremony at a 
Singapore island resort. Before the 
watching world, they strode toward 
each other and clasped hands warm-
ly before a row of  alternating U.S. 
and North Korean flags. 

The duo then moved into a rough-
ly 40-minute one-on-one meeting, 
joined only by their interpreters, be-
fore including their advisers for addi-
tional talks.

For all the upbeat talk, it was an 

open question what, if  any, concrete 
results the sit-down would produce. 

Emerging from a working lun-
cheon, the two leaders signed what 
Trump says is a “very important” 
and “pretty comprehensive” docu-
ment. But Trump refused to tell re-
porters what the declaration said, 
saying the document would be hand-
ed out to reporters later.

As the leaders wrapped up, Trump 
said he and Kim “have developed a 
very special bond” during their day 
together. And he says, “Both sides 
are going to be impressed with the 
result.”

US-NORTH KOREA SUMMIT » Leaders sign unspecified 
‘comprehensive’ declaration after historic meeting
By ZEKE MILLER AND 
CATHERINE LUCEY
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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U.S. President Donald Trump shakes hands with North  
Korea leader Kim Jong Un at the Capella resort on  
Sentosa Island early today in Singapore.


