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ORLANDO TERROR ATTACK

Massacre’s aftermath

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sunny Hartwell, left, comforts his girlfriend Rose Mead during a vigil to remember victims of the Orlando shooting at Juilliard Park in Santa Rosa. Read the story on Page A2.

Nation, LGBT community mourn 50 lives
lost in US’s worst modern mass shooting
By LIZETTE ALVAREZ
AND RICHARD PÉREZ-PEÑA
NEW YORK TIMES

ORLANDO, Fla. — A man who
called 911 to proclaim allegiance to
the Islamic State terrorist group, and
who had been investigated in the past
for possible terrorist ties, stormed a
gay nightclub here Sunday morning,
wielding an assault rifle and a pistol,
and carried out the worst mass shooting in U.S. history, leaving 50 people
dead and 53 wounded.
The attacker, identified by law enforcement officials as Omar Mateen,
a 29-year-old who was born in New
York, turned what had been a celebratory night of dancing to salsa

and merengue music at the crowded
Pulse nightclub into a panicked scene
of unimaginable slaughter, the floors
slicked with blood, the dead and the
injured piled atop one another. Terrified people poured onto the darkened
streets of the surrounding neighborhood, some carried wounded victims
to safety, and police vehicles were
pressed into service as makeshift ambulances to rush people to hospitals.
Joel Figueroa and his friends “were
dancing by the hip-hop area when I
heard shots, bam, bam, bam,” he said,
adding: “Everybody was screaming
and running toward the front door.”
Pulse, which calls itself “Orlando’s
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Police officials investigate the back of the Pulse nightclub Sunday after a shooting took the
lives of 50 patrons at the club in Orlando, Fla.

FIVE WORST MASS SHOOTINGS IN MODERN U.S. HISTORY

50

PULSE NIGHTCLUB
June 12, 2016
VICTIMS Orlando, Fla.

32

VIRGINIA TECH
April 16, 2007
VICTIMS Blackburg, Va.

27

SANDY HOOK
Dec. 14, 2012
VICTIMS Newtown, Conn.

23

LUBY’S CAFETERIA
Oct. 16, 1991
VICTIMS Killeen, Tex.

21

MCDONALD’S
July 18, 1984
VICTIMS San Ysidro
— Source: PBS
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Attorney, advocate for poor dies
Santa Rosa resident pushed for affordable housing,
more shelters for homeless and rent stabilization
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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David Grabill, a Santa Rosa
public-interest attorney who
became one of the region’s
leading advocates for the poor
in battles with local governments over affordable housing,
died Saturday, family members
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said. He was 74.
Grabill was legal counsel to
the Santa Rosa-based Housing
Advocacy Group, which forced
the construction of hundreds
of homes for low-income residents and sparked the creation
of dozens of shelter beds for
the homeless.
Most recently, he pushed

for rent stabilization and justcause eviction rules in a successful campaign in Santa
Rosa. Grabill previously championed farmworker rights as a
lawyer for California Rural Legal Assistance.
“He was a fierce advocate, a
compassionate human being
and a brilliant mind,” said Davin Cardenas, co-director of the
North Bay Organizing Project.
Julie Combs, a Santa Rosa
city councilwoman who consid-

MORE TERROR AVERTED?: Indiana man is
being held after police say he planned to attack
a gay pride event in West Hollywood/ A5

ered Grabill a mentor on housing and homeless issues, said
his death was a “great loss.”
“He’s been a good teacher to
our community,” Combs said.
“I don’t think we could have
made the progress on housing
without the longtime work David has done.”
Grabill was diagnosed last
year with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, said his daugh-
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