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LOOKING AHEAD FOR WARRIORS » As 
team strides into future, Curry will 
remain a strong leader, Nevius says.   C1

RINCON VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT » Board 
votes to buy old swim club for new 
facility, to dismay of many residents.   A3
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Chef Deborah 
Madison shares 
insight from new 
book, ‘In My 
Kitchen.’  D1

Summer doesn’t officially arrive for a 
week, but you wouldn’t know it from 
the temperatures expected over the 

next nine days. 
Today’s high of 84 will seem balmy com-

pared to what’s ahead. Temperatures will 
jump to the upper 80s Thursday and then to 
96 degrees Friday and Saturday, triggering 
an Excessive Heat Watch advisory through 
Sunday, according to Weather Under-
ground. 

Fortunately for kids, summer camps have 
kicked off in earnest. 

Above, Camp Wa-Tam counselor Elliot 
“Merlin” Fauts splashes Tuesday with 
campers at Spring Lake Regional Park in 
Santa Rosa. 

At left, boaters learn to sail Tuesday at 
Lake Ralphine in Santa Rosa.

Amid Heat, Camps Offer Fun In The Sun
PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

County 
may 
redirect 
bed tax

The nearly $5 million Sono-
ma County expects to receive 
in the coming fiscal year from a 
voter-approved tax increase on 
overnight hotel stays would be 
used to help offset the strain vis-
itors place on roads and emer-
gency responders, among other 
services, under a plan being con-
sidered by county supervisors. 

If  ultimately approved, the 
proposal would dedicate 20 per-
cent of  the new tax money — 
which translates into an antic-
ipated $1 million over the next 
year — each to county roads, 
fire services and regional parks. 
Additional shares of  the money 
would be set aside for afford-
able housing, code enforcement, 
event facility improvements and 
a new “tourism impact fund.”

The money would come from 
the 3 percent bed-tax increase 
generated by Measure L, which 
voters overwhelmingly backed 
in November to raise more rev-
enue to address the impacts of  
tourism. The ballot measure 
increased from 9 percent to  
12 percent the tax levied on over-
night stays at hotels, inns, vaca-
tion rentals and campgrounds in 
the unincorporated parts of  the 
county. 

The Board of  Supervisors 
publicly discussed use of  the 
new tax money for the first time 
Tuesday, wading into a larger 
debate over how much of  the 
preexisting bed-tax money the 

New revenue may go to 
roads, park, fire services 
rather than marketing
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SRJC board agrees to labor pact

After one of  the most closely 
watched meetings in recent cam-
pus history, Santa Rosa Junior 
College will open negotiations 
with labor groups to see if  it can 
strike a deal requiring union 
rules, benefits and oversight of  a 
major construction project paid 
for with some of  the $410 million 
in bond funds passed by voters in 
2014.

The Board of  Trustees on 

Tuesday voted 4-3 to authorize 
President Frank Chong to move 
forward with the disputed talks 
following a standing-room-only 
meeting that saw passions flare 
on both sides of  the controver-
sial issue. 

Chong acknowledged at the 
outset that the issue had been 
a singularly divisive one for the 
board but that he hoped he could 
eventually help it find consen-
sus on whether so-called project 
labor agreements were right for 
the 99-year-old public college. 

“This is without a doubt the 
most controversial, contentious 
and polarizing policy issue that 
has come before this board in my 
six years at SRJC,” Chong said.

Supporting the item were 
Chairwoman Maggie Fishman, 
Dorothy Battenfeld, Mariana 
Martinez and Jordan Burns, a 
majority formed by board mem-
bers elected since 2014 with en-
dorsements from the Sonoma 
County Democratic Party and 
union groups. 

 The trio who voted against the 
proposal were Jeff Kunde, Don 
Edgar and Terry Lindley.

 The board majority ultimate-
ly agreed to see if  an agreement 
could be forged covering a single 
major upcoming construction 
project, such as the $21 million 
renovation of  Burbank Audito-

PASSION HIGH » 4-3 
vote for project labor 
deal follows lively debate
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Sheet metal workers show their support Tuesday for the project-specific 
project labor agreement during the SRJC Board of Trustees meeting.

Governor, lawmakers unveil $125B budget deal

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Jerry Brown 
and Democratic legislative leaders said 
Tuesday they have agreed to a $125 billion 
budget that would expand a tax credit for 
the working poor, increase spending on 
safety net programs and boost payments 
for doctors and dentists.

The budget agreement 
sets up votes in the state 
Senate and Assembly 
on Thursday, the last 
day for lawmakers to 
approve a budget with-
out losing pay under a 
voter-approved measure 
that withholds lawmak-
ers’ paychecks if  they 
don’t meet budget dead-

lines.
The spending plan, which Brown called 

“balanced and progressive,” also includes 
a one-time payment to the state’s largest 

public-employee pension fund and more 
money for higher education. It does not 
reverse spending agreed to last year, as 
Brown had proposed.

“This budget keeps California on a 
sound fiscal path and continues to sup-
port struggling families and make invest-
ments in our schools,” Brown said in a 
statement.

Brown negotiated the deal with Assem-
bly Speaker Anthony Rendon, D-Para-
mount, and Senate President Pro Tem 
Kevin de Leon, D-Los Angeles. The $125 
billion price tag represents general fund 
spending. When bonds and special funds 

are included, the budget is $183 billion.
Democratic lawmakers celebrated ex-

panded funding for social services.
More people will become eligible for 

the Earned Income Tax Credit, which 
provides a cash injection for the working 
poor. The deal will allow people with an 
income up to about $22,000 to qualify, up 
from $14,161 for adults with three or more 
children. It also will allow people to qual-
ify even if  their income is from self-em-
ployment, such as driving for ride-shar-
ing companies.

By JONATHAN J. COOPER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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SPENDING PLAN » Tax credit 
for poor would be expanded as 
well as social services funding  


