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BURN BAN TAKES EFFECT MONDAY: With this 
fire season ‘turning out to be just as volatile 
as last year,’ officials urge compliance / A3
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GIANTS WIN TEMPERED BY MISFORTUNE »  
SF beats Miami after 16 innings, but 
Longoria was lost to broken hand.   C1

A LITTLE COUNTRY IN YOUR SUMMER »  
Ahead of North Coast festival, headliner 
Toby Keith is excited for outdoors.   D1

PASSING ON  
A WONDERLAND »  
Family seeking 
$31 million 
for sprawling, 
historic North 
Coast ranch.   A3

Not Walmart — it’s a kids’ shelter

BROWNSVILLE, Texas — In the 
loading docks, children sat in a dark-
ened auditorium watching “Moana.”

Where there were once racks of  
clothes and aisles of  appliances, there 
were now spotless dorm-style bed-
rooms with neatly made beds and 

Pokemon posters on the walls. The 
back parking lots were now makeshift 
soccer fields and volleyball courts. 
The McDonald’s was now the cafete-
ria. All this made it difficult to visual-
ize what the sprawling facility used to 
be — a Walmart Supercenter.

The converted retail store at the 
southern tip of  Texas has become the 
largest licensed migrant children’s 

shelter in the country — a warehouse 
for nearly 1,500 boys ages 10 to 17 who 
were caught illegally crossing the 
border.

The teeming, 250,000-square-foot 
facility is a model of  border life in 
Trump-era America, part of  a grow-
ing industry of  detention centers and 
shelters as federal authorities scram-
ble to comply with the president’s or-
der to end “catch and release” of  mi-
grants illegally entering the country. 

MATTHEW BUSCH / NEW YORK TIMES, 2017

Shelters set up to house migrants who crossed the border, 
seen above, illegally have become big business in Texas.

By MANNY FERNANDEZ
NEW YORK TIMES
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INSIDE
Local advocates march / A3  ■  Sessions uses Bible as defense / A12

TRUMP-ERA IMMIGRATION » Former big-box store in  
Texas detains 1,500 boys separated from migrant parents

Comey cited as ‘insubordinate’

INSIDE
Does the report 
help Trump’s 
narrative? / A8

WASHINGTON — The Justice 
Department’s inspector general 
Thursday painted a harsh portrait 
of  the FBI during the 2016 presi-
dential election, describing a de-
structive culture in which James 
Comey, the former director, was 
“insubordinate,” senior officials pri-

vately bashed Donald Trump and 
agents came to distrust prosecutors.

The 500-page report criticized 
Comey for breaking with long-stand-
ing policy and publicly discussing 
— in a news conference and a pair 
of  letters in the middle of  the cam-
paign — an investigation into Hil-
lary Clinton’s use of  a private email 
server in handling classified infor-
mation. The report was a firm re-

buke of  those actions, which Comey 
has tried for months to defend.

Nevertheless, the inspector gener-
al, Michael Horowitz, did not chal-
lenge the conclusion that Clinton 
should not be prosecuted. That in-
vestigation loomed over most of  the 
presidential campaign, and Horow-
itz and his investigators uncovered 
no proof  that political opinions at 
the FBI influenced its outcome.

“We found no evidence that the 
conclusions by department prose-
cutors were affected by bias or other 
improper considerations,” he wrote. 

“Rather, we concluded that they 
were based on the prosecutor’s as-
sessment of  facts, the law and past 
department practice.”

But the report — initiated in re-
sponse to a chorus of  requests from 
Congress and the public — was far 
from an exoneration. Horowitz was 
unsparing in his criticism of  Comey 
and referred five FBI employees for 
possible discipline over pro-Clin-
ton or anti-Trump commentary in 
electronic messages. He said agents 

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT REVIEW » Report finds no bias in 
FBI decision to clear Clinton, but blasts his news disclosure 
By MATT APUZZO
NEW YORK TIMES
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James 
Comey

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Jesse Powell sends Tanner Clay, 9, of Santa Rosa flying Thursday at the Monte Rio beach on the Russian River.

‘Crown jewel’ caretakers
RUSSIAN RIVER » Proposition 68, approved by voters last week, 
allocates $3 million for a plan to restore the waterway for all uses

Sonoma County is poised to benefit 
from millions of  dollars in parks, 
water and land conservation fund-

ing from the new $4.1 billion state bond 
measure approved by California voters 
last week. 

Proposition 68 will generate at least 
$400,000 for the county’s Regional Parks 
system and half  that amount for each 
municipal park district in the county.

Up to $20 million has been promised for 
tidal marsh restoration in San Francisco 

and San Pablo bays, and hundreds of  
millions of  dollars has been committed 
to bolster projects that range from trail 
development and groundwater treatment 
to preservation of  wildlife corridors.

But tucked within the measure’s 27-
page description is a line that, while not 
electrifying, could result in one of  the 
most ambitious environmental planning 
efforts on the North Coast in years. It 
calls for $3 million for “projects support-
ing a comprehensive regional use man-
agement plan for the Russian River.”

In other words, a blueprint to guide the 
future use and restoration of  the Russian 

River. Sonoma County Board of  Supervi-
sors Chairman James Gore, who pushed 
for the funding, calls it a “one-watershed 
plan,” reflecting the basin’s multiple, 
intertwined uses and bringing clarity to 
what he called “a cacophony” of  regula-
tions and recovery schemes. 

“The Russian River is the crown jewel 
of  Sonoma County and the reason this 
place is so vibrant,” Gore said last week. 
“Every time we fill up a glass of  water or 
take a shower or a bath or swim or feed 
our animals — all of  that is the Russian 

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“The future of a vibrant Russian River is one that people are on all the time.”
JAMES GORE, Sonoma County supervisor who hopes to build a movement in collaboration with public agencies to take care of the river

County 
backs off 
housing 
measure

Sonoma County supervisors 
on Wednesday abandoned plans 
to place a $300 million county-
wide affordable housing bond 
on the ballot this fall, instead 
grudgingly agreeing to consider 
pairing a smaller sales tax mea-
sure covering unincorporated 
areas with a smaller Santa Ro-
sa-only housing bond expected 
to go before voters in November.

Supervisor Lynda Hopkins, 
who for months pushed for a 
countywide measure, urged her 
colleagues to back the new plan 
after the broader bond ran into 
opposition from land-rich agri-
cultural interests and efforts to 
create a compromise parcel tax 
proved convoluted. 

While the $9 million the tax 
would raise annually makes it 
the least lucrative of  the three 
measures the board considered, 
Hopkins touted it as a flexible 
option that was less regressive 
than a parcel tax. 

Taxes requiring lower-income 
people to pay a higher percent-
age of  their income than wealth-
ier people are considered re-
gressive. A parcel tax typically 
imposes a flat tax rate, regard-
less of  parcel size, though the 
county had explored different 
rates for different types of  land, 
such as improved versus unim-
proved parcels. 

Supervisor Susan Gorin said 
she was skeptical about the 
switch and wondered aloud 
what had happened to the bond 
measure the board originally 
supported in April.

“Why have we suddenly  

Supervisors divided over 
money-raising proposals 
for November ballot 
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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BOND EFFORT


