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Jeb Bush touts record in presidential bid
Former Fla. governor, once
believed to be front-runner,
enters crowded GOP field
By MARK Z. BARABAK
and SEEMA MEHTA
LOS ANGELES T I ME S

MIAMI — Republican Jeb Bush
formally kicked off his presidential
campaign Monday with a hopeful
message about America’s future
staked on his track record as Florida’s governor, while also differenti-

ating himself from some of his GOP
rivals.
“In any language, my message
will be an optimistic one because
I am certain that we can make the
decades just ahead in America the
greatest time ever to be alive in this
world,” Bush said. “I will campaign
as I would serve, going everywhere,
speaking to everyone, keeping my
word, facing the issues without
flinching and staying true to what I
believe.
“I will take nothing and no one for
granted. I will run with heart. I will

run to win.”
Bush touted his tenure in Florida,
during which 1.3 million new jobs
were created, the state’s credit was
upgraded and student achievement
improved. Under his governorship,
Bush said, the state budget was balanced and taxes were cut each year
for eight years.
“And if I am elected president, I’ll
show Congress how that’s done,”
said Bush, 62.
Priorities if he wins the White
House include 4 percent economic
growth, reduced taxes and regula-

tions, energy security and a rebuilt
military.
Protesters wearing neon yellow
shirts that said “Legal status is not
enough!” were escorted out during
Bush’s 30-minute speech.
“Just so our friends know, the
next president of the United States
will pass meaningful immigration
reform, so that will be solved, not by
executive order,” Bush said, referring to President Barack Obama’s
acts to offer relief to some people
who are in the country illegally.
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New redesign push
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Christa Ranallo relaxes Monday in Santa Rosa’s Old Courthouse Square, which is the focus of competing reunification designs.

Downtown group says SR should pursue simpler reunification plan
By KEVIN MCCALLUM
THE PRESS D E MO C RAT

A

group of downtown Santa
Rosa property and business
owners is pushing the city
to move forward with a simpler,
cheaper version of its controversial $17 million plan to reunify
Old Courthouse Square, arguing
that a classic plaza design like
those in Healdsburg and Sonoma stands a far better chance of
success.
Members of the group say they
have been working behind the
scenes since the previous City
Council decided in October to
move forward with the current
project, which some downtown interests felt included extravagant

features, such as pavilions, light
arbors and a 25-foot-tall water
wall.
They are concerned that without a redesign supported by the
downtown interests most affected
by the project, fundraising efforts
won’t gain momentum and the
project will remain a pipe dream.
“If we wait to raise $17 million,
it’s going to be years before anything’ll happen,” said Jonathan
Coe, president of the Santa Rosa
Chamber of Commerce, which
endorses the new effort.
The group calls itself the steering committee for the Coalition
to Restore Courthouse Square,
a group that proposed a reunification plan in the late 1990s. The
TURN TO SQUARE, PAGE A7

GROUP MAKES ITS PITCH
An artist’s rendering presented by
the Coalition to
Restore Courthouse Square
shows a proposal
to reunify the
square. The group
is pushing for a
simpler alternative
to a $17 million
plan presented
by the city that
includes pavilions,
light arbors and a
water wall. The first
phase of the new
plan would cost
about $4 million.

The parent company of Fireman’s Fund Insurance Co. is
closing its longtime campus
in Marin County and moving
to Petaluma, taking steps that
would allow it to transfer more
than 500 workers later this year.
A U.S. division of Allianz, the
German insurance company
that owns Fireman’s Fund, said
Monday it has leased a building
in a Petaluma business park
with the capacity to house 550
workers. Allianz did not specify
how many workers it intends
to place in Petaluma as it integrates Fireman’s Fund into its
U.S. insurance operations.
“The location suits the current needs of the combined Allianz subsidiaries and will provide considerable cost savings,”
the company said Monday in a
statement.
Allianz will move three business units in November into
the 85,000-square-foot location
on North McDowell Boulevard,
spokesman Richard Manson
said. The move comes as the
German insurance giant looks
to complete the integration of
Fireman’s Fund that began last
year and expand further into
the U.S. market.
Fireman’s Fund is the
fifth-largest private employer in
Marin County, with 720 workers
at its Novato campus in mid2014, according to the North Bay
Business Journal. Many of its
employees live in Sonoma County and commute to its campus in
Novato, which has served as the
company’s home since 1982.
It becomes the latest Marin
County company to move to
Petaluma, a trend fueled by the
city’s proximity to San Francisco 39 miles to the south and
the relative affordability of both
TURN TO PETALUMA, PAGE A7

State ruling favors affordable housing
California Supreme Court says
developers can be required to
provide below-market-rate units
By MAURA DOLAN
LOS ANGEL E S T I ME S

The California Supreme Court decided unanimously Monday that cities and
counties may require developers to provide below-market-rate housing as a condition of a building permit.
The decision is expected to make it easier for Los Angeles and other cities with
housing shortages to force developers to
build or pay for affordable housing.

“There is no reason why a municipality may not ... require new developments
to set aside a percentage of its proposed
units for sale at a price that is affordable
to moderate or low-income households,”
Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye wrote
for the court.
California has a housing shortage,
with demand exceeding supply. To ensure cities and counties remain affordable, scores of local governments have
passed ordinances requiring developers
to provide below-market-rate residences.
Monday’s decision stemmed from a
constitutional challenge of an affordable
housing ordinance passed in San Jose
TURN TO HOUSING, PAGE A7
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MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / Associated Press, 2009

San Jose is among many cities in the state
struggling with a shortage of affordable housing.
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