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COLLECTOR’S COVER:  Deep 
into his NBA career,  
Warriors’ Barbosa bursts 
with energy on court / C1
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THE ENERGIZER
LEANDRO BARBOSA

THERE’S NO WAY A 33-YEAR-OLD MAN SHOULD BE ABLE TO DO  

WHAT LEANDRO BARBOSA DOES FOR THE WARRIORS.  

Even deep into his NBA career, the Brazilian Blur is a burst of octane when he comes off the 

bench. Barbosa leads the Golden State fast break, attacks the rim in a barely under-control 

sprint — and keeps his teammates loose with his quirky, self-deprecating sense of humor.

68 Regular-season games played by Barbosa this season, his most appearances since 2009
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THE SUPERSTAR
STEPHEN CURRY

GREAT PLAYERS CAN ALTER TEAMS. STEPHEN CURRY HAS ALTERED BASKETBALL. 

Curry has turned the 30-footer into a high-percentage shot and the half-court heave 

 into a makeable play. That range has changed the geometry of the game, forcing defenses 

to spread thin. Add his remarkable ball handling, and you can see how  

the Golden State Warriors point guard has become the league’s Most Valuable Player.

30.1 Curry’s scoring average. He’s the first Warrior to lead the NBA in 49 years.
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THE NATURAL
HARRISON BARNES

SMALL FORWARD HARRISON BARNES IS SO POISED, SO CEREBRAL, 

that it’s easy to forget he just turned 24. He’s the guy who can do a little bit of everything 

for the Golden State Warriors. He’s a solid shooter, passer and defender, and  

his throw-down dunks can be spectacular. Barnes’ lack of consistency can drive Dubs fans 

crazy, but they may miss him if he leaves as a free agent after this season.

7.6 Number of turnovers by Barnes per 100 possessions, the ninth-best mark in the NBA.
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One Day Drywall Repair

Got Popcorn? Got Damage?

We do all types of drywall repairs and texturing.

Free Estimates.  

823-8422
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How did you celebrate the news that Warriors star Stephen Curry 

had won his second consecutive NBA most valuable player trophy?

Curry celebrated by scoring 17 points in overtime, on the road, to 

stun the Portland Trail Blazers in Game 4 of  an NBA Western Conference 

semifinal. Just when you thought the slender guard couldn’t do anything to 

expand his legend, he came up with the greatest overtime performance in 

the history of  basketball.

The day after casting a pall over Portland, Curry learned that he is 

the first unanimous MVP in league history. Among the men who have 

dominated this sport, none of  them — not Bill Russell or Larry Bird, not 

Michael Jordan or LeBron James — ever received 100 percent of  the first-

place votes.

We’re used to it by now. Curry led the NBA in scoring this season, 

averaging 30.1 points per game as he guided the Warriors to a historic 73-9 

record. He obliterated his own record for 3-pointers in a season, going from 

286 to 402. Some well-versed observers called it the greatest season ever for 

an NBA shooter.

But numbers can’t describe what Curry is doing to basketball. He is 

single-handedly changing the geometry and dimensions of  the court. Shots 

generally considered ill-advised are almost routine when Curry takes 

them. He has turned the half-court shot from a desperation heave to a 

reasoned attempt.

And he’s done it all with a shy smile and an air of  humility.

“We should all appreciate this, appreciate this time, appreciate this 

moment, because life is happening fast,” Golden State general manager 

Bob Myers told Curry at the MVP award ceremony. “And we should all 

be thankful for what you’re giving us, what you’re giving me, what you’re 

giving our whole community.”
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IN A CLASS BY HIMSELF

Carrying everything you need and more for your best hunting season yet!

Open Tue-Fri 10AM - 6PM, Sat 10AM - 5PM • 707-545-8826 • 808 Piner Rd, Santa Rosa
Locally owned & operated
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ENVIRONMENTAL HELPERS » 
Youth Ecology Corps helping  
to improve landscapes.  A3

IN RUNNING FOR RIO » Racer 
Kim Conley seems perfectly in 
tune with Olympic cycle.  C3

ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE »  
Grab hiking gear and explore 
county’s regional parks.  D1

Lawmakers win safety net gains in state budget

SACRAMENTO — State law-
makers approved a state budget 
Wednesday that gives liberal 
Democrats long-sought increas-
es to safety net programs while 
socking away billions to prepare 
for a recession.

The $122.5 billion spending 
plan, negotiated by Democratic 
Gov. Jerry Brown and Demo-
cratic legislative leaders, earned 

a rebuke from Republicans, who 
said it sets the state on course 
for deficits and fails to provide 
money to fix California’s crum-
bling roads.

The budget was approved 
nearly along party lines, with all 
Democrats and just one Senate 
Republican — Anthony Cannel-
la of  Ceres — in favor.

Democrats praised the budget 
as a significant investment in al-

Sen. Mark Leno, 
right, shakes 
the hand of Sen. 
Steve Glazer 
beside Senate 
President Pro 
Tem Kevin de 
Leon, center, 
and Sen. John 
Moorlach on 
Wednesday in 
Sacramento.
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Inmates 
describe 
torture 
methods

WASHINGTON — After the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
transferred Abu Zubaydah to the 
U.S. military prison at Guantána-
mo Bay, Cuba, and he was 
brought before a panel of  officers 
for a hearing in March 2007, he 
described in broken English how 
he had been tortured in the agen-
cy’s black-site prisons.

He said his body had shaken 
when he stood for hours, naked 
and shackled in a cold room and 
unable to shift his weight to an 
injured leg. He spoke of  his hu-
miliation at having to relieve 
himself  in a bucket in front 
of  other people, “like an ani-
mal.” And he described being 
waterboarded until he stopped 
breathing and required resus-
citation.

“They shackle me completely, 
even my head; I can’t do any-

Detainees’ testimony 
details how CIA officers 
treated terror suspects
By CHARLIE SAVAGE
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO TORTURE » PAGE A2
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Trump, NRA at odds over guns

WASHINGTON — Donald 
Trump said Wednesday that 
people on the terror watch list 
should be barred from buying 
firearms, putting himself  in the 
center of  a gun-control debate 

in Congress revived by the worst 
mass shooting in U.S. history.

Trump’s stance, expressed 
in a Twitter post, departs from 
the positions of  the Republican 
Party and the National Rifle As-
sociation, whose endorsement 
Trump frequently boasts about 
on the campaign trail. His tweet 
could be read to support mea-
sures pushed by Democrats and 
opposed by Republicans in Con-
gress, reflecting the unusual 

FIREARMS DEBATE » 
GOP hopeful backs ban on  
sales to those on watch list
By ASHLEY PARKER 
AND DAVID M. HERSZENHORN
NEW YORK TIMES
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ORLANDO MASSACRE

 ■Killer raged online about ‘the filthy 
ways of the West,’ letter shows / B1

Donald  
Trump

Hoping to capitalize on public 
outrage in the wake of  the Orlan-
do, Fla., mass shooting, Rep. Mike 
Thompson joined Democratic 
leaders Wednesday in calling for 
a vote on long-stalled gun-control 
legislation, saying the growing 

toll of  American lives lost to gun 
violence demanded action from a 
deadlocked Congress.

“We have been through so 
many of  these tragedies,” 
Thompson, D-St. Helena, said in 
an interview Wednesday from 
Washington, D.C. 

The nine-term congressman 
is a lifelong gun owner, Vietnam 
War veteran and a point man for 
Democrats on gun control, serv-
ing as chairman of  the House 

NORTH COAST » Calling 
out GOP, Thompson joins 
push against gun violence   
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Rep. Mike 
Thompson
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Santa Rosa police coordinated five raids Wednesday on cannabis oil labs, including one in a business park on Circadian Way.

Police raids hit 5 sites
SANTA ROSA » Authorities arrest RP man tied to well-known 
cannabis oil products, say he’s running ‘dangerous’ operation

Sonoma County law enforcement officers 
raided five properties Wednesday morning 
associated with two well-known local can-
nabis product brands, halting work and 
seizing equipment at a Santa Rosa laborato-
ry used to make therapeutic cannabis prod-
ucts used by patients throughout the state. 

Authorities arrested a Rohnert Park 
man with a history of  evading arrest who 
they said is an owner behind the brands 
Absolute Xtracts and Care By Design. San-

ta Rosa police officials said Dennis Frank-
lin Hunter, 43, ran an extensive concentrat-
ed cannabis oil production operation that 
appeared to use illegal and hazardous pro-
duction methods and was in violation of  a 
variety of  city codes.

Hunter was being held on $5 million bail 
Wednesday at the Sonoma County Jail on 
suspicion of  felony manufacturing of  a 
controlled substance — a high bail because 
of  his history of  evading police, Lt. Mike 
Lazzarini said, including  four years on the 
lam on an illegal pot production charge.

But Nick Caston, a spokesman for the 

Care By Design line of  medical marijuana 
oil-infused sprays and gel caps and Abso-
lute Xtracts cannabis oil cartridges for 
electronic cigarettes, said they are legal 
businesses and do not use volatile chemi-
cals banned by state law in the cannabis oil 
extraction process.

“We produce medicine as determined by 
the voters in the 1990s, and we do it with 
the best practices of  any company in the 
state,” said Caston.

The family of  brands were founded in 
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