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GOATS STOLEN FROM BAYER FARM: Miniature  
creatures given by Supervisor Lynda Hopkins 
were taken from Roseland property / A3
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COUNTRY SUMMER » Florida 
Georgia Line gets crowd fired 
up for weekend festival.  A3

COLORFUL FOLIAGE » Trees, 
shrubs that flower can move 
landscapes beyond green.  D1

GIANTS FALL TO DODGERS »  
San Francisco handed 17th 
loss on road in Los Angeles. C1

Manafort ordered to jail on new charges

WASHINGTON — A federal judge 
revoked Paul Manafort’s bail and sent 
him to jail Friday to await trial, citing 
new charges that Manafort had tried 
to influence the testimony of  two gov-
ernment witnesses after he had been 
granted a temporary release.

Manafort, President Donald Trump’s 
former campaign chairman, had posted 
a $10 million bond and was under house 
arrest while awaiting his September 

trial on a host of  charges, in-
cluding money laundering 
and making false statements.

But Manafort cannot re-
main free, even under stricter 
conditions, in the face of  new 
felony charges that he had 
engaged in witness tamper-
ing while out on bail, said Judge Amy 
Berman Jackson of  U.S. District Court 
for the District of  Columbia. “This is 
not middle school,” she said during a 
90-minute court hearing. “I can’t take 
away his cellphone.”

The judge’s order was the 
latest in eight months of  
legal setbacks for Manafort, 
as prosecutors have steadily 
added charges since he was 
first indicted in October. 
Trump and members of  his 
team lashed out against the 

judge’s move, an attack that renewed 
talk about whether the president might 
issue pardons to curb a prosecutorial 
process in the special counsel’s Russia ERIN SCHAFF / NEW YORK TIMES

Paul Manafort arrives at the federal courthouse for 
an arraignment hearing Friday in Washington.

By SHARON LAFRANIERE
NEW YORK TIMES
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TRUMP SLAMS 
FBI, COMEY
President assails 
agency, says report 
validates “deep 
state” conspiracy 
against him / A7

US, China intensify trade war

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Lisa Thomas, a real estate agent with Pacific Union International, sold this home in Petaluma to a fire survivor for $1.333 million, well above the 
median single-family home price of $692,250 recorded in May.  

Median home price in 
county soars to record 

REAL ESTATE » October fires likely to keep market tight, experts say
Driver 
failed  
to check 
brakes

The driver of  a fire debris 
truck who police say was re-
sponsible for a violent wreck in 
Santa Rosa that injured seven 
people failed to follow proper 
maintenance protocols, had 
limited brake training and was 
working for a company rated 
“unsatisfactory” by the Califor-
nia Highway Patrol, according 
to the final crash report from 
the Santa Rosa Police Depart-
ment.

Francisco Alberto Rodriguez, 
45, of  Sunnyvale, was behind 
the wheel of  a heavy-duty dump 
truck when it blew through 
a red light in February at the 
intersection of  Fountaingrove 
Parkway and Mendocino 
Avenue on the city’s north end. 
He told police his brakes failed 
right before colliding with five 
vehicles, setting off a chain-
reaction crash that involved a 
total of  10 vehicles, several of  
which burst into flames. 

Three motorists were sent to 
the hospital with critical inju-
ries, including one who was par-
alyzed. The resulting inferno 
took firefighters nearly an hour 
to get under control.

Rodriguez told Santa Rosa 
police investigators immediately 
after the crash that the 
maintenance schedule called for 
him to adjust his brakes before 
he drove the morning of  Feb. 5, 
but he chose to wait until the 
afternoon, postponing a safety 
check that never happened, 
the report stated. He also told 
investigators he had received 

Home prices rose to new highs in Sonoma 
County in May, when the median hit a 
record $692,250, but there are indications 

the unrelenting price increases may be starting 
to test buyers’ limits.

Over the past six years, the median price has 
more than doubled, climbing from $329,000 in 
May 2012. Last month, the median jumped near-
ly 11 percent, compared to a year ago.

“I think it is significant because it is a long 
run,” said Rick Laws, a vice president at Pacific 
Union International who prepares The Press 

Democrat’s monthly housing report.
The destruction of  5,200 county homes in 

last fall’s wildfires likely contributed to higher 
prices this year, he said. So have large numbers 
of  Bay Area residents who consider the county 
a relatively affordable place to buy property.

In the past dozen years, Sonoma County real 
estate has featured a housing bubble and crash, 
a recovery marked by a tight supply of  available 
homes and a market that was rattled by the 
most destructive wildfires in state history.

Before the crash, the median price hit a high 
of  $619,000 in August 2005, then plunged to a low 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration said Friday it 
would move ahead with tariffs 
on $50 billion worth of  Chinese 
products, drawing retaliation 
from Beijing and escalating a 
trade war between the world’s 

two largest economies.
President Donald Trump’s de-

cision to impose the penalties is 
the latest twist by a White House 
that has vacillated between tak-
ing a tough stance on Chinese 
trade practices and declaring 
that the trade war was “on 
hold.” It comes after the presi-
dent has ignited trade spats on 
numerous fronts, including 
levying tariffs on metal import-
ed from allies and adversaries 
around the globe and sparring 
with Canada and Mexico over 

the future of  the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement.

Tariffs of  25 percent on rough-
ly $34 billion of  Chinese prod-
ucts — drawn from a list the ad-
ministration published in April 
and vetted through a series of  
hearings in mid-May — will go 
into effect July 6, the office of  
the U.S. Trade Representative 
said. The administration also 
is proposing tariffs on roughly  
$16 billion of  new products, 
which it said would undergo 
further review, including pub-

lic hearings. China plans to 
hit back with additional tariffs 
of  25 percent on about $50 bil-
lion worth of  U.S. products, the 
country’s Commerce Ministry 
said in a release Friday. These 
will also come in two rounds, 
with penalties on about $34 bil-
lion worth, including agricul-
tural products, automobiles and 
seafood, scheduled to take effect 
July 6.

The schedule for tariffs on an-
other $16 billion worth of  goods, 
including medical equipment, 

chemical products and energy 
products, will be announced lat-
er, the ministry said.

“All of  the economic and 
trade achievements previously 
negotiated by the two parties 
will also be invalid,” the minis-
try said in a separate statement.

Eswar Prasad, a professor 
of  international trade at Cor-
nell University, said the tariffs 
added another front to what is 
quickly expanding into a global  

Beijing vows retaliation 
after White House  
imposes steep tariffs
By ANA SWANSON
NEW YORK TIMES
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Report: Man whose 
dump truck ran red  
light had little training 
By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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FOUNTAINGROVE

HOUSING PRICES  
REACH NEW PEAK
The median price for a single-
family home in Sonoma County  
hit a record in May, according to  
a report compiled by Pacific Union 
International.

$692,250
Median sale price in May

416
Single-family homes sold in May


