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Rohnert Park resident Ashley 
Donohoe was overjoyed this spring 
when her cousin, Olivia Burke, ar-
rived from Ireland to live in a Berke-
ley apartment for the summer and 
work on a special visa, a close friend 
of  Donohoe’s said Wednesday.

Despite living in different coun-
tries, the cousins had a strong rap-
port, said Ashley Smith, who for 
several years worked and played 
soccer with Donohoe. In the two to 

three weeks since Burke arrived, 
Donohoe had already traveled sever-
al times to Berkeley to see her cous-
in, Smith said. 

Their plan to spend more time 
together this summer was tragical-
ly cut short Tuesday when the un-
thinkable happened. While at a 21st 
birthday at an apartment, which 
Smith said Burke was sharing with 
five other girls from Ireland, the bal-
cony the women were on collapsed, 
dropping them 50 feet onto the pave-
ment below. Burke, 21, and Dono-
hoe, 22, died, along with four others. 

Ashley  
Donohoe
Sonoma State 
senior, 22, and 
Rancho Cotate 
grad was one 
of six people 
killed Tuesday in 
Berkeley when 
an apartment 
balcony fell during 
a birthday party.

Students mourned after deadly accident

TURN TO TRAGEDY, PAGE A9 TURN TO BEAMS, PAGE A9

By JAMIE HANSEN 
and ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

BERKELEY — The balcony col-
lapse that killed six college students 
appears to have been caused by rot-
ted wooden beams, Berkeley’s may-
or said Wednesday as the victims’ 
heartbroken loved ones began arriv-
ing in the United States from Ireland.

Mayor Tom Bates said investi-
gators believe the wood was not 
caulked and sealed properly at the 
time of  construction and was dam-
aged by moisture as a result.

The crowded fifth-floor balcony 

broke off an apartment building 
during a 21st-birthday party ear-
ly Tuesday held by visiting Irish 
college students, spilling 13 people 
50  feet onto the pavement. In addi-
tion to the six killed, seven were se-
riously hurt.

“More than likely it was caused 
by rain and caused by water damage 
that was done to the support beams,” 
Bates said. He said it was “obvious-
ly a bad idea” for 13 people to crowd 
onto such a small balcony but added 
that he is not blaming the victims.

Later in the day, however, the 

ROTTED BEAMS: Water-damaged  
wood appears to have caused balcony’s collapse

‘SUPER CLOSE’: Rohnert Park woman was 
visiting cousin in Berkeley when tragedy struck

By LISA LEFF and MARTHA MENDOZA
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Uber set 
to fight  

employer  
status

In what could prove to be a 
ruling with serious implications 
for the on-demand economy, the 
California Labor Commission 
has ruled that an Uber driver 
should be classified as an em-
ployee, not an independent con-
tractor.

The ruling, made June 3, 
came to light after Uber filed 
an appeal Tuesday. The ruling 
ordered the company to reim-
burse Barbara Ann Berwick, a 
former Uber driver, $4,152.20 in 
expenses and other costs for the 
period when Berwick worked as 
a driver.

Uber has long positioned it-
self  as a “logistics company,” 
an app that drivers and pas-
sengers use merely to facilitate 
private transactions and not a 
transportation fleet with tens of  
thousands of  employee drivers. 
The company argued it did not 
exert any control over the hours 
its drivers worked and did not 
require drivers to complete a 
minimum number of  trips, ac-
cording to the court filing.

But the Labor Commission 
cited many instances in which 
it said Uber acted more like 
an employer. The ruling noted 
that Uber provided drivers with 
phones and had a policy of  deac-
tivating its app if  drivers were 
inactive for 180 days.

“Defendants hold themselves 
out as nothing more than a neu-
tral technological platform, de-
signed simply to enable drivers 
and passengers to transact the 
business of  transportation,” 
the ruling states. “The reality, 
however, is that defendants are 
involved in every aspect of  the 
operation.”

In a statement, Uber said “the 
California Labor Commission’s 
ruling is nonbinding and applies 
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State’s Labor Commission 
rules that drivers for app are  
employees, not freelancers
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BACK ON THE COURT: Army veteran Stefan LeRoy, formerly of Santa Rosa, practices Saturday for the Warrior Games with his Army Wounded Warrior  
basketball team in a field house at Fort Belvoir, Va. On June 7, 2012, during a patrol in Afghanistan, LeRoy lost part of both legs to an improvised explosive device.

Marking a milestone

Three years after he was gravely injured by a bomb in Afghanistan,  
Army veteran from Santa Rosa returns to athletics in Warrior Games

Months into his recovery 
from a 2012 bomb blast 
in Afghanistan that 

ripped apart his legs, Stefan 
LeRoy kept one goal in mind — to 
one day be in motion while stand-
ing upright, his arms swinging in 
cadence with his stride.

Running remained a frus-
tratingly elusive dream for the 
wounded Army specialist, even 
after he endured numerous 
surgeries and hours of  physical 
therapy at a military hospital 
so that he could be fitted with 
prosthetic legs.

But the 24-year-old from Santa 
Rosa was determined, and earlier 
this year, after he healed from 

yet another surgery, the former 
high school track athlete finally 
was able to experience the thrill 
of  running again.

Remarkably, after only a 
few months getting used to his 

titanium and 
carbon-fiber 
legs, LeRoy is 
scheduled to 
compete in an 
upcoming athlet-
ic competition 
featuring some 
of  the finest 

disabled athletes in the world.
The aptly named Warrior 

Games, which kick off Friday 
in Virginia, are LeRoy’s oppor-
tunity to demonstrate just how 
far he’s come in the three years 
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ONLINE
For more photos 
of Stefan LeRoy 
and teammates, 
go to press 
democrat.com

IN MOTION: Stefan LeRoy practices with his basketball team 
Saturday for the Warrior Games, which kick off Friday in Virginia.

CREATE  
YOUR DREAM! 

Win a home  
improvement makeover!

Dream makeover provided by Kelseyville Lumber

DREAM MAKEOVER GRAND PRIZE!
June 27th and July 25th

10 WINNERS EVERY SATURDAY!
5:00 pm–10:00 pm

Earn one ticket for every 50 points.

15 Miles North of Calistoga oN hwy 29 
800-564-4872 • www.twinpine.com

Must be 21 or older. Management reserves all rights.


