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In early 2014, after fewer than 8 inches 
of  rain had fallen in the upper reaches 
of  the Russian River the previous year, 

Lake Mendocino dwindled to a third of  its 
capacity, exposing acres of  bare ground, 
and Mendocino County supervisors de-
clared a drought emergency.

“How many times do we have to knock 
ourselves on the 
head before we 
get it?” then-Su-
pervisor John 
Pinches asked 
during the 
board meeting. 
“Folks, we’ve 
got to come up 
with another 
water supply.”

The irony, 
in retrospect, 
is that a major 
addition to 
the reservoir 
near Ukiah — 

boosting its capacity by 25 billion gallons 
— had been planned by the Army Corps 
of  Engineers more than 50 years ago. But 
with California in the midst of  a five-year 
drought, the plan was gathering dust on 
the shelves of  the federal dam-building 
agency.

A coalition of  local agencies, including 
Mendocino County and the city of  Ukiah, 
already had paid $617,000 toward a feasibil-
ity study that would determine if  the bene-

fits of  raising Coyote Valley Dam by 36 feet 
justified the cost of  about $320 million.

But without more money, Corps officials 
said in 2014 the study could not move 
forward.

Now, with the prospect of  drought and 
hotter weather considered California’s 
“new normal” due to climate change, new 
hopes have arisen for the relief  Pinches 
and others have sought: More water in 

Lake Mendocino to quench the needs of  
residents, farmers and fish along 75 miles 
of  the Russian River from Redwood Valley 
to Healdsburg and contribute to the Sono-
ma County Water Agency’s deliveries to 
600,000 customers in Sonoma and Marin 
counties.

Rep. Jared Huffman, D-San Rafael, got 
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Nayeli Magana, 12, right, and her sister Ximena, 7, swim in Lake Mendocino across from Coyote Dam, at upper right, near Ukiah. 

A taller drink of water
LAKE MENDOCINO » House-passed bill asks Army Corps of Engineers to 
study feasibility of raising Coyote Dam to expand its holding capacity

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Janet Pauli, chair of the Mendocino County Inland Water and Power Commission, poses for 
a portrait at Lake Mendocino beside Coyote Dam, at right, near Ukiah on Thursday. A recent 
House water bill includes a provision for a study of raising the dam by 36 feet.

BY THE NUMBERS

36 FEET
Proposed increase in height 
of Coyote

25 BILLION
Capacity boost, in gallons, 
from raising dam level

$5.5 MILLION
Feasability study cost

$320 MILLION
Total construction cost

Quake risk seen for some landmark SF high-rises

SAN FRANCISCO — Earthquakes 
are part of  the California bargain, 
a risk that residents accept in ex-
change for the state’s natural beauty, 
sunshine and plentiful jobs. This un-
spoken seismic trade-off came into 
sharp focus last month when, for the 
first time, a government earthquake 
study included a list of  potentially 
vulnerable high-rise buildings in San 

Francisco. The list includes some of  
the city’s most prominent hotels and 
office buildings.

Engineers have known about a ma-
jor defect in certain steel-frame build-
ings since 1994, when shaking from 
the Northridge earthquake in Los An-
geles fractured critical joints in more 
than 60 buildings, bringing at least 
one very close to collapse. The build-
ing code was rewritten to eliminate 
the flawed technique.

Yet nearly a quarter of  a century 
later, California is still wrestling with 
what to do with the hundreds of  build-
ings, many of  them high-rises, that 
were constructed during the more 
than three decades when the defec-

tive connection system was widely 
employed. Last year Santa Monica, 
which has identified some 70 steel-
frame buildings believed to have the 
problem, became the first city in Cali-
fornia to order mandatory retrofits. A 
similar law in nearby West Hollywood 
comes into effect in August.

“This is an issue that structural en-
gineers should have been dealing with 
continuously since the mid-1990s and 
we just dropped it,” said Keith Porter, 
an earthquake engineering expert 
who helped lead the U.S. Geological 
Survey study that published the list 
of  San Francisco high-rises. “We don’t 
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The U.S. Geological Survey has published a list of 
potentially earthquake-vulnerable structures in San 
Francisco, which includes the Transamerica Pyramid.

For decades, engineers have 
warned of flawed welding 
technique used before 1994
By THOMAS FULLER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Growing 
ire over 
divided
families

WASHINGTON — Leading 
figures of  both parties pres-
sured President Donald Trump 
on Sunday to halt his adminis-
tration’s practice of  separating 
children from their parents 
when apprehended at the bor-
der as the issue further polar-
ized the already divisive immi-
gration debate in Washington.

Republican lawmakers, for-
mer first lady 
Laura Bush 
and a onetime 
adviser to 
Trump joined 
D e m o c r a t s , 
including for-
mer President 
Bill Clinton, in 
c o n d e m n i n g 
the family sep-
arations that 
have removed nearly 2,000 chil-
dren from their parents in just 
six weeks. The administration 
pushed back, arguing that it was 
just enforcing the law.

The issue took on special res-
onance on Father’s Day as Dem-
ocratic lawmakers made visits 
to detention facilities in Texas 
and New Jersey to protest the 
separations and the House pre-
pared to take up immigration 
legislation.

Trump remained unusually 
silent on the issue Sunday even 
as Melania Trump weighed in, 
saying she “hates to see children 
separated from their families 
and hopes both sides of  the aisle 
can finally come together.”

By laying responsibility for 
the situation on “both sides,” 
Melania Trump effectively 
echoed her husband’s assertion 
that it was the result of  a law 
written by Democrats. In fact, 
the administration announced 
a zero-tolerance approach this 
spring, leading to the separa-
tions.

Bush, the previous Republi-
can first lady, spoke out force-
fully against the practice Sun-
day in a rare foray into domestic 
politics, comparing it to the 
internment of  Japanese-Ameri-
cans during World War II. “I live 
in a border state,” she wrote in 
a guest column in the Washing-
ton Post. “I appreciate the need 
to enforce and protect our in-
ternational boundaries, but this 
zero-tolerance policy is cruel. 

Laura Bush, Bill Clinton 
among voices in both 
parties blasting policy
By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES
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