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County takes permits online
New portal, app lets residents,
businesses file paperwork,
check progress, report violations
By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma County is striving to make it
easier to do business.
The county’s Permit and Resource
Management Department this month
launched its new online permitting sys-

tem, a $1.8 million venture that will allow
businesses and residents to go online to
check the status of a permit, apply for
residential building permits, schedule
inspections or register complaints for
rowdy winery events or unpermitted vacation rentals.
“The capabilities are endless,” said
Tennis Wick, PRMD director. “People
will be able to log on from their cellphone
and check the status of their permit, or
take a picture of a violation and send it
to us.”

County building and construction
groups praised the online permitting system, known as Permit Sonoma, saying it
will make it easier — and perhaps cheaper — to do business with county government.
“We’ve always felt there is a lack of
understanding for how much delays cost,
so if this speeds up the process, it will be
a tremendous help,” said Keith Woods,
chief executive officer of the North Coast
Builders Exchange, a local construction
trade association. “This is what we’ve

been asking for decades. Projects can
get delays for months if not years. If this
works, it’s great news.”
The system, in development for the
past year and a half, was sparked by a
desire to streamline the county’s permitting system, allow greater access to large
data sets and help people better engage
with the county when filing complaints.
The system will also allow people to
file complaints about other suspected viTURN TO PERMITS » PAGE A2
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Season ends
in sorrow
GAME 7: CAVALIERS 93, WARRIORS 89
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John Garman, 74, has had
serious health issues since
helping with the bomb
cleanup 50 years ago in
Palomares, Spain.
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Alarms sounded on U.S. Air
Force bases in Spain and officers began packing all the
low-ranking troops they could
grab onto buses for a secret mission. There were cooks, grocery
clerks and even musicians from
the Air Force band.
It was a late winter night in
1966 and a fully loaded B-52
bomber on a Cold War nuclear
patrol had collided with a refueling jet high over the Spanish
coast, freeing four hydrogen
bombs that went tumbling toward a farming village called
Palomares, a patchwork of
small fields and tile-roofed white
houses in an out-of-the-way corner of Spain’s rugged southern
coast that had changed little
since Roman times.
It was one of the biggest nuclear accidents in history, and the
United States wanted it cleaned
up quickly and quietly. But if the
men getting onto buses were told
anything about the Air Force’s
plan for them to clean up spilled
radioactive material, it was usually, “Don’t worry.”
“There was no talk about radiation or plutonium or anything
else,” said Frank Thompson,
then a 22-year-old trombone
TURN TO AIRMEN » PAGE A2
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PAUSED BY A FOUL: Warriors guard Stephen Curry, second right, reacts after committing a foul as Shaun Livingston, left,
and Draymond Green watch the replay Sunday during the second quarter of Game 7 of the NBA Finals in Oakland.
By PHIL BARBER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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OAKLAND
or the first time in Steve Kerr’s twoyear tenure as coach of the Warriors, his team has lost three games
in a row. Talk about awful timing.
The worst nightmares of Bay Area
sports fans came true at Oracle Arena on
Sunday as the Warriors fell 93-89 to the
Cleveland Cavaliers in Game 7 of the NBA
Finals, completing a collapse of historic
proportions. Before this year, 32 teams had

taken a 3-1 lead in the finals; all of them
went on to hoist the Larry O’Brien Trophy.
And so Golden State, the first team
to start a campaign 24-0, the first to win
73 regular-season games, has carved out a
more embarrassing place in history.
“You know, we’ve had so many moments of joy together,” Kerr said, “and
it was like, wow, we’re actually having a
moment of sorrow as a team.”
The Warriors have every reason to expect they’ll be competing for more titles in
the coming years. That was little consolation Sunday as the sorrow settled in.
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A few weeks ago, a 68-year-old
woman lay dying in Virginia.
She said it beat the alternative.
“Faced with the prospect of
voting for either Donald Trump
or Hillary Clinton,” her obituary said, “Mary Anne Noland
of Richmond chose, instead,
to pass into the eternal love of
God.”
The dead have had an unusual amount to say this election
cycle. They have forgone flowers for votes. They have looked
back on their lives and said their
“only regret is NOT being able
to vote against Hillary Clinton.”
They have called the presumptive Republican presidential
nominee “Trumpypoo” who attracts “Angry Not Smart” supporters.
One of the quirkier byproducts
of a campaign season defined by
vitriol and polarization has been
a dramatic increase in the number of people whose last words
are being used to campaign.
Between June 2003 and June
2004, according to data provided by obituary clearing house
Legacy.com, only five notices
mentioned the presidential contest between George W. Bush
and John Kerry. Over those
same months leading up to
the 2008 clash between Barack
Obama and John McCain,
there were 28. Mitt Romney and
Obama elicited 22 mentions four
years ago.
This cycle, however, there
have been 119.
Is disdain for Trump and Clinton driving the surge? Or is some
broader social change afoot? Although it’s difficult to determine
the exact cause, obituary experts
have their theories.
It’s social media, they say. All
the posting and tweeting has acculturated Americans to sharing intimate details — including
political predilections — which
has now transformed the obituary.
“We’ve noticed in obits in
recent years that they’re becoming more personal,” said
Katie Falzone, who analyzes
Legacy.com’s data. “People are
viewing their lives as less private than they would have two
TURN TO DISDAIN » PAGE A2

