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Father kills his kids, hangs self
Authorities suspect
murder-suicide at
apartment near SRJC
By JULIE JOHNSON
and RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A 6-year-old Santa Rosa
girl and her little brother, an
18-month-old toddler, were
supposed to be back with their
mother Sunday night after
spending Father’s Day with dad.
They never made it home.
Amid a turbulent custody
dispute, police said the father
killed his two children and then
hanged himself in his small
one-bedroom apartment on a
quiet street in the Santa Rosa

Junior College neighborhood
near downtown.
The bodies of the children and
their father, a 40-year-old Santa Rosa man, were discovered
Monday morning when deputies responding to the mother’s
worried calls climbed through
a window to get into the Slater
Street apartment.
The father had hanged himself. The children’s bodies lay
nearby.
“The mother and the father,
they were married and have
been separated for some time
now,” Santa Rosa Police Lt.
John Cregan said.
“They have been struggling
to balance the relationship with
their kids, but I believe this was
a shock to the family that it dete-

riorated to this.”
Police Monday did not identify the father or the children.
Cregan said they were still notifying family members about the
deaths.
Police said it wasn’t immediately clear how the children
died. A cause of death is pending an autopsy.
The children were last seen
alive Sunday morning when the
mother brought the 18-monthold boy to the father’s apartment where his sister had spent
the night, according to police.
The children and their dad were
to spend Father’s Day together,
with a plan to reunite with their
mother later in the day.
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Santa Rosa Police Department personnel investigate the scene of a
triple killing along Slater Street in Santa Rosa on Monday.

THIS WEEK’S FORECASTED HIGHS FOR SANTA ROSA
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100
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90

Big heat back Thursday

Russia
escalates
Syria
air war
Warning issued to US
over airspace after
Syrian plane shot down
By MICHAEL R. GORDON AND
IVAN NECHEPURENKO
NEW YORK TIMES

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Friends from Rohnert Park take advantage of the cool Russian River at Memorial Beach in Healdsburg on Monday.

PG&E restores service to 6,400 homes but warns of stress to power grid
By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

B

race yourself, Sonoma County. It’s
not over.
Temperatures are expected to
rise again to triple digits by Thursday. It’ll
pretty much be a repeat of Sunday, the
hottest day since the heat wave rolled in
Friday.
Monday, the National Weather Service
issued a heat advisory that’s in effect until
9 p.m. Thursday.

“Some locations will probably hit the
same levels we hit on Sunday, other spots
a few degrees cooler,” National Weather
Service meteorologist Charles Bell said.
That has power companies worried.
In Sonoma County, 6,400 PG&E customers lost power over the weekend due to
the heat, spokeswoman Deanna Contreras
said.
She said most of the outages were Sunday, when the company saw more heat-related power outages than any day since
July 2006.

The biggest outage was in Windsor
after a piece of equipment on a power pole
broke, affecting more than 2,100 customers, Contreras said. Power was restored
in most areas by 9 p.m., including to more
than 300 customers in Windsor.
“With more air conditioners and fans
running, that puts more stress on the grid.
And with the extreme temperatures for
an extended amount of time, PG&E equipment doesn’t have time to cool down and
TURN TO HEAT » PAGE A2

Comatose US student freed by N Korea dies
White House calls Otto
Warmbier a victim of
regime’s ‘brutality’
By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
NEW YORK TIMES

Otto Warmbier, the University of Virginia honors student
who was released from a North
Korean prison last week after
spending 17 months in captivity
and more than a year in a coma,
died Monday at the Cincinnati

wrote. “He looked very
hospital where he had
uncomfortable — almost
been receiving treatanguished.
Although
ment, his family said.
we would never hear
Warmbier’s parents,
his voice again, within
Fred and Cindy, said in
a day, the countenance
a statement that their
of his face changed —
son, 22, had “completed
he was at peace. He was
his journey home” and
home, and we believe he
“was at peace” when he Otto
could sense that.”
died Monday.
Warmbier
The death was the end
“When Otto returned
to Cincinnati late on June 13, of a wrenching ordeal for the
he was unable to speak, unable Warmbier family, and is liketo see and unable to react to ly to worsen the already tense
verbal commands,” the couple relations between the United

States and North Korea, which
technically remain in a state of
war dating to the armistice that
halted the 1950-53 Korean War.
President Donald Trump issued
a terse statement condemning
North Korea, which is still holding three Americans hostage.
“Otto’s fate deepens my administration’s
determination
to prevent such tragedies from
befalling innocent people at the
hands of regimes that do not
TURN TO NORTH KOREA » PAGE A6

WASHINGTON — Long-running tensions between the United States and Russia erupted
publicly on Monday as Moscow
condemned the U.S. military’s
downing of a Syrian warplane
and threatened to target aircraft
flown by the United States and
its allies west of the Euphrates.
The Russians also said they
had suspended their use of a hotline that the U.S. and Russian
militaries used to avoid collisions of their aircraft in Syrian
airspace.
The episode was the first time
the United States has downed a
Syrian plane since the civil war
began there in 2011 and came after the SU-22 jet dropped bombs
on Sunday near U.S.-backed
fighters combating the Islamic
State.
It followed another major
U.S. military action against the
Syrian government: a cruise
missile strike to punish a nerve
gas attack that killed civilians in
April.
The latest escalation comes
as competing forces converge
on ungoverned swaths of Syria amid the country’s six-year
civil war. Syrian forces and Iranian-backed militias that support them are extending their
reach east closer to U.S.-backed
fighters, including forces that
the Pentagon hopes will pursue
the militants into the Euphrates
TURN TO SYRIA » PAGE A2
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