
Trump 
fires his 
campaign 
manager

Donald Trump fired his divi-
sive campaign manager, Corey 
Lewandowski, on Monday as 
he confronts urgent challenges 
heading into the general elec-
tion — a strategic shift after 
months of  concerns from par-

ty officials and 
donors about 
Lewandowski’s 
stewardship of  
the campaign.

The exit oc-
curred a month 
before Trump, 
the presump-
tive Republican 
p r e s i d e n t i a l 
nominee, is to 
secure the of-
ficial nomina-
tion at the par-
ty’s convention 
in Cleveland. 
It reflected a 
broader adjust-
ment by the 
campaign as it 
grapples with 
a late start to 

fundraising, anxiety among 
party leaders and a skeletal 
staff — all while Trump’s likely 
Democratic opponent, Hillary 
Clinton, swiftly builds out her 
operations in swing states.

Trump had faced increasing 
concerns from allies and do-
nors, as well as his children, 
over whether Lewandowski, 
who had never before worked 
on a national race, was able to 
direct a battle against Clinton.

Among those who had voiced 
concern was Reince Priebus, 
chairman of  the Republican 
National Committee, who told 
Trump last week that relations 
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Presumptive GOP  
nominee faced scrutiny 
over Lewandowski
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$2B plan would shelter state’s homeless

LOS ANGELES — The growing prob-
lem of  homelessness can be seen in every 
corner of  California, from small towns 
that ring the state’s redwood forests to the 
sands separating the Pacific Ocean from 
the most prosperous beachfront commu-
nities.

More than 115,000 homeless Califor-
nians were counted last year and one in 
four had a serious mental illness, accord-
ing to the most recent tally from the U.S. 

Department of  Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

With California’s homeless situation at 
what some officials are calling a tipping 
point, lawmakers are putting the finish-
ing touches on a plan to provide as much 
as $2 billion to help cities build perma-
nent shelters to get mentally ill people off 
the streets. The Legislature could consid-
er the measure later this week.

“There’s just something immoral about 
a tent city being silhouetted by 16 cranes 
building high-rises — the juxtaposition 
of  haves and have-nots,” former state 
Senate President Pro Tem Don Perata, 
D-Orinda, said at a recent Capitol hearing 
on the funding plan.

RICHARD VOGEL / ASSOCIATED PRESS

People Assisting the Homeless outreach team  
members Ivana Lopeztiana, from left, and Sydney 
Sheiner talk Friday with Elizabeth Smith, who is 
homeless, in Los Angeles. 

By ALISON NOON AND JOHN ROGERS
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GROWING PROBLEM » With 
115,000 living on the streets, 
officials seek better solutions
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With funding from a state grant, John MacLeod plans to install a meter to measure water being pumped from a pond at the MacLeod Family 
Vineyard in Kenwood. The meter is part of a plan to prevent erosion on MacLeod’s property.

Saving the soil

Replacing three culverts on his 
28-acre Sonoma Valley hillside 
vineyard won’t boost the yield or 

increase the price of  his merlot, sauvi-
gnon blanc and zinfandel grapes, John 
MacLeod said. 

“It’s hard for me as a farmer to spend 
money fixing this,” he said.

But with a grant from the Santa Ro-
sa-based Sonoma Resource Conservation 
District footing 75 percent of  a $26,000 
conservation project to reduce erosion on 
his land, MacLeod is quick to acknowl-
edge the nonfinancial benefit.

“It makes us better stewards of  the 
land,” he said, standing amid the 20,000 

vines planted since MacLeod’s family 
bought the ranch along Sonoma Creek in 
1974.

MacLeod Family Vineyards is one of  
four Sonoma Valley vineyards that has 
qualified for a total of  $250,000 in grants 
funded by the Coastal Conservancy 
aimed at improving water quality in 
Sonoma Creek. The other three are Jack 
London Vineyard, Wildcat Mountain 
Vineyard and Santo Giordano Vineyard.

The local resource district has an addi-
tional $663,850 in grant funds authorized 
by the State Water Resources Control 

Board available to vineyards in the 
170-square-mile Sonoma Creek watershed 
that extends roughly from Kenwood to 
San Pablo Bay.

The watershed is a “high priority” for 
remedial projects because Sonoma Creek, 
which flows 33 miles from its headwaters 
in Sugarloaf  Ridge State Park to the bay, 
is designated by the state and federal gov-
ernment as impaired by excess sediment, 
said Valerie Minton, program director at 
the Sonoma RCD.

Grant money will help reduce erosion at four area vineyards

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“It makes us better stewards of the land.”
JOHN MACLEOD, ownerof MacLeod Family Vineyards on using grant money  
to help reduce soil erosion on his property

Members of  a prominent African- 
American wine family are alleging their 
bank steered their Healdsburg winery 
into costly high-interest loans because 
they are black, triggering a downward 
spiral that forced them to file bankruptcy 
and relinquish their winery.

Brothers Eric and Craig Sterling, whose 
family founded Esterlina Vineyards and 
Winery, leveled the allegations of  discrim-
inatory lending in a new complaint filed 
last week against the winery’s lender, 
Bank of the West.

A bank spokeswoman declined to com-
ment Monday on the allegations, the latest 
salvo in a yearlong legal battle between 
the Sterling family and Bank of the West.

A U.S. Bankruptcy Court judge granted 
the bank permission Friday to take own-
ership of  the Healdsburg winery, accord-
ing to court records.  

The bank, in turn, is selling the Ester-

lina production facility, tasting room and 
20-acre estate above Dry Creek Valley to 
vintner Eric Flanagan, according to court 
records. 

The Sterling family, which retained the 
Esterlina brand and a sister wine brand, 
Everett Ridge, announced the sale to wine 
club members on Friday.

“The Esterlina and Everett Ridge labels 
will be sold in a separate transaction. One 
of  which we hope to be able to purchase. 
We do not know the plans of  either the 
new facility owners or the new Esterlina 
or Everett Ridge brand owners (if  it isn’t 
us),” the email stated.

The Sterlings were one of  a handful of  
African-American families to own a win-
ery on the North Coast, where the vast 
majority of  winery owners and top man-
agers are white. 

In their fight against Bank of the West, 
the brothers have hired San Francisco 
attorney Waukeen Q. McCoy, who repre-
sented a group of African-American wom-
en in a racial discrimination suit against 
the Napa Valley Wine Train last year. The 
women, who were kicked off the train and 
accused of  being overly loud and boister-

Brothers: Bank caused winery’s fall
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HEALDSBURG » Family behind 
Esterlina Vineyards alleges  
discrimatory lending in legal battle
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