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Get ready: It’s about  
to get hot across county

SUMMER BEGINS » WHERE THE HEAT WILL BE TODAY

Strong 
economy 
gives 
leverage

The U.S. economy has picked 
up speed and is now on course 
to expand this year at the fast-
est rate in more than a decade. 
That acceleration gives Presi-
dent Donald Trump a stronger 
hand as he contemplates more 
tariffs and takes an increasingly 
confrontational approach with 
China, Canada, Mexico and oth-
er trading partners.

Economists have raised their 
growth estimates for the second 
quarter to an annualized rate 
of  nearly 5 percent, more than 
double the pace of  the previous 
period. Some economists say the 
figure could hit 3 percent for the 
full year, a level last reached in 
2005.

As growth slows in Europe, 
China, Japan and elsewhere, 
the United States finds itself  at 
the top of  the global economy. 
The United States is also less ex-
posed to the fallout from an esca-
lating trade war since it does not 
rely on exports as much as oth-
er countries. It all gives Trump 
leverage with world leaders, po-
tentially forcing them to make 
concessions.

But his threats could also 
backfire. Economists warn that 
the president’s clout is limited 
and that his attacks on the trad-
ing system could dampen the 
outlook not just in other coun-
tries but also domestically.

“If  you have the strongest 
economy in years, then the 
trade shock appears manage-
able,” said Gregory Daco, head 

If  you need a reminder that 
summer begins today, just 
look at the thermometer.

The first day of  summer 
marks the start of  a heat wave 
that will linger through Sunday 
across the North Bay, bringing 
triple-digit temperatures to 
the area for the first time since 
September. 

Sonoma County’s forecast 
calls for highs at or near the 
100-degree mark through the 
weekend, with Saturday being 
the hottest day, the National 
Weather Service said. 

On Saturday, Santa Rosans 
can expect a high of  103 de-
grees, while in Cloverdale, the 
high could reach 105 degrees. 
Meanwhile, coastal tempera-
tures are expected to top out 
about 70 degrees, said Steve 
Anderson, a forecaster with the 
weather service. 

“It will be a good time to go 
to Lake Sonoma or the Russian 
River,” he said.

While it’s certainly going to 
be hot, the North Bay likely 
won’t see any record-breaking 
temperatures, Anderson said. 

On this weekend’s hottest day 
— Saturday — the record high 
for Santa Rosa was set at 107 de-
grees in 1909, and it looks like it 
will stay that way, he said. 

The heat will dry out any 

As Trump considers 
more tariffs, policy could 
backfire, economists saySome areas may 

see triple-digit 
temperatures
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Ron Rosser plays the role of catapult for daughter Aubrey, 4, at the Spring Lake swimming lagoon on 
Wednesday. Summer officially starts today.
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WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump caved to enor-
mous political pressure on 
Wednesday and signed an ex-
ecutive order meant to end the 
separation of  families at the 
border by detaining parents and 
children together for an indefi-
nite period.

“We’re going to have strong 
— very strong — borders, but 
we are going to keep the fam-
ilies together,” Trump said as 
he signed the order in the Oval 
Office. “I didn’t like the sight or 
the feeling of  families being sep-
arated.”

But ending the practice of  sep-

arating families still faces legal 
and practical obstacles. A fed-
eral judge could refuse to give 
the Trump administration the 
authority it wants to hold fami-
lies in custody for more than 20 
days, which is the current limit 
because of  a 1997 court order.

And the president’s order does 
nothing to address the plight 
of  the more than 2,300 children 
who have already been separat-
ed from their par=ents under 
the president’s “zero-tolerance” 
policy. Federal officials initially 
said those children would not be 
immediately reunited with their 
families while the adults remain 
in federal custody during their 
immigration proceedings.

“There will not be a grandfa-
thering of  existing cases,” said 
Kenneth Wolfe, a spokesman 
for the Administration for Chil-
dren and Families, a division of 

Trump backs off separations

President Trump’s executive order 
ending his policy of  separating asy-
lum-seeking families at the border has 
not quelled outrage over a campaign 
some North Bay immigration advocates 
and lawmakers say is cruel and inhu-
mane.

Trump’s critics said the executive 
order effectively makes children go 
through criminal proceedings with their 
parents. What’s more, they said Trump’s 
order does nothing to reunite children 
who have already been separated from 
their parents.

“They’re just going to keep them in 
long-term detention and that is still not 
how we should be treating children and 

EXECUTIVE ORDER »  
Fate of chilren taken 
from parents cloudy
By MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
AND ABBY GOODNOUGH
NEW YORK TIMES
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President Donald Trump holds up the executive order he signed 
Wednesday at the White House to end family separations at 
the U.S.-Mexico border.

Trump order not 
answer, advocates say

INSIDE
 ■ Immigration advocates turn to crowdfunding sites to gather 

donations to help separated families / B1 
 ■A look at ‘tender age’ camps where youngest migrant children 

are held / B3


