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Prison sentence in SR DUI death
OAKMONT » Woman facing
7 years, $300K in restitution
for running over 2 walkers

By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Gayle Gray
SR woman was
involved in a
Jan. 20 crash,
running over
two women in
Oakmont.

A 77-year-old Santa Rosa grandmother was sentenced Tuesday to
more than seven years in prison for
driving under a combination of alcohol and prescription medication,
killing one Oakmont woman and injuring a second.

Gayle Gray, who had two previous
drunken driving convictions, was
sentenced for her role in the death of
Jackie Simons, 85, and serious injury to Josephine Ross, 91.
The two women were struck by
Gray’s car outside an Oakmont market on Jan. 20. Gray told police she
mistakenly stepped on the accelerator rather than brake as she pulled
out of a parking lot.
“You ran over two people who
were walking on the sidewalk. I don’t
know if it could get much worse,”
said Sonoma County Judge Jamie

Thistlethwaite, who denied probation
and sentenced the defendant to seven
years and four months in prison.
“It kills and injures someone.
There has to be consequences,”
Thistlethwaite said of Gray’s third
drunken driving conviction. “It does
send a message to society. It’s something I consider as a judge.”
Gray, who had been out on bail
after initially being held two days
in jail, was immediately handcuffed
and taken into custody.
With good behavior, she could be
out of prison after serving 85 per-

cent of her sentence, or slightly
more than six years.
She also was ordered to pay more
than $300,000 in restitution, mainly for the medical bills incurred by
Ross.
Gray, dressed in a black pantsuit,
did not address the court. She smiled
briefly at her son, daughter and two
other relatives just before proceedings got underway Tuesday.
Gray’s attorney, Steve Gallenson, argued against a prison term
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COUNTY MAINTENANCE » As crews prepare to smooth 170 miles
of pavement, worries rise over looming funding dip for repairs

In a fix on roadwork

Donald Trump

Trump’s
war chest
worrying
the GOP
Candidate, party leaders
at odds over fundraising
to help other campaigns
By MATEA GOLD
AND PHILIP RUCKER
WASHINGTON POST
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A van drives Tuesday along Occidental Road east of Highway 116 in Sebastopol. The road is among 40 stretches of pavement in Sonoma County
slated for repairs this summer into 2017, but a looming drop in county road spending may create an obstacle for fixing other county roads.
By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

S

onoma County road crews and contractors will be busy during the long hot,
days this summer and next, fixing nearly 170 miles of pavement outside city limits.
The road segments slated for repair include high-traffic routes, such as Occidental
Road outside Santa Rosa, stretches of River
Road in west county, and potholed byways
from Cloverdale to Petaluma, including
Dutcher Creek and Liberty roads.
The work builds on a five-year increase in

the county’s spending on road maintenance,
beginning in mid-2012 and stretching to July
next year. By that time, almost 300 miles of
county roads will be freshly paved, at cost of
$65 million, with some federal dollars.
“The county is doing more than it has ever
done,” said Supervisor David Rabbitt. “We’ve
taken blows and we’ve been criticized, but
we’ve stayed on course. Everyone wants
to talk about the roads we haven’t paved,
instead of the ones that we have paved.”
However, the repairs supported by addi-

ROADS SLATED FOR REPAIR
More than 40 road segments in Sonoma
County slated for repair work this year and
next include:
■ Petaluma Hill Road ■ Frei Road
■ Llano Road
■ Warm Springs
Road
■ Occidental Road
■ Bodega Avenue
■ River Road
■ Bohemian Highway ■ Lakeville Road
■ Geysers Road
For a complete list, go to pressdemocrat.com.
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has released a
144-page plan to help tiger salamanders rebound.

A federal plan for preserving the endangered California tiger salamander
and three wildflower species calls for
the purchase of 15,000 acres of land in
the Santa Rosa Plain for an estimated
$385 million over the next 50 years.
The 144-page plan from the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service is not legally binding on any public or private landowners,
but serves as a road map for recovery
of the black-and-yellow amphibian that
has frustrated Sonoma County builders
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Feds: $385M needed to save salamanders
By GUY KOVNER

As top Republicans expressed
astonishment and alarm over
Donald Trump’s paltry campaign
fundraising totals, the presumptive
nominee
CLINTON’S
blamed party
leaders
Tues- PREDICTION
day and threat- Democratic
ened to rely on White House
his
personal hopeful says dire
fortune instead outcomes likely
of helping the if Donald Trump
GOP seek the is elected
president / B1
cash it needs.
New
campaign finance reports showing
that Trump had less than $1.3 million in the bank heading into June
ignited fears that the party will
not be able to afford the kind of
national field effort that the entire
Republican ticket depends on.
The real estate mogul responded by going on the offensive, saying GOP fundraisers

and piled millions of dollars onto the
cost of major developments, like the expansion of runways at the Charles M.
Schulz-Sonoma County Airport.
But biologists are committed to saving
the seldom-seen salamanders that have
lost more than 80 percent of their habitat,
primarily because of urban growth that
has intensified over the past 20 years, according to the federal blueprint.
“With a recovery plan we can fight
threats like habitat destruction that have
pushed these salamanders to the brink
TURN TO SALAMANDERS » PAGE A2
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