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JOE RODOTA TRAIL » More 
than two dozen homeless 
people evicted by police.   A3

NEW REBUILDING MILESTONE » 
People move into first rebuilt 
home outside Santa Rosa.   A3

THE MAGIC OF ADAM TRENT » 
See how ‘The Futurist’ makes 
every show memorable.   D1

Pentagon 
asked to 
prepare 
housing

WASHINGTON — The United 
States is preparing to shelter as 
many as 20,000 migrant children 
on four American military bas-
es, a Pentagon spokesman said 
Thursday, as federal officials 
struggled to carry out President 
Donald Trump’s order to keep 
immigrant families together af-
ter they are apprehended at the 
border. 

The 20,000 
beds at bases in 
Texas and Ar-
kansas would 
house “unac-
c o m p a n i e d 
alien children,” 
the Pentagon 
spokesman, Lt. 
Col. Michael 
Andrews, said, 
although other 
federal agen-
cies provided 
c o n f l i c t i n g 
explanations 
about how the 
shelters would 
be used or 
who would be 
housed there.

It was un-
clear whether 
the military 
housing would 
also house the 
parents of  migrant children 
in families that have been de-
tained, and officials at the White 
House, Defense Department and 
Department of  Health and Hu-
man Services said on Thursday 
they could not provide details.

The Pentagon announcement 
followed Trump’s executive  

Up to 20,000 migrant 
children may be sheltered 
at US military bases
By MICHAEL D. SHEAR  
AND HELENE COOPER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Europe set to strike back against Trump tariffs

GOTEBURG, Sweden — The European 
Union fought back on Thursday against 
the Trump administration’s tariffs, slap-
ping penalties on $3.2 billion of  U.S. prod-
ucts that target the president’s political 

base, like bourbon, motorcycles and or-
ange juice.

The European counterattack, a re-
sponse to the administration’s measures 
on steel and aluminum imports, adds 
another front to a trade war that has en-
gulfed allies and adversaries around the 
world. China and Mexico have retaliated 

with their own tariffs, and Canada, Japan 
and Turkey are readying similar offen-
sives.

The risk of  escalation is high since 
President Donald Trump has promised 
even more tariffs. Taking aim at German 
car manufacturers, the president has 
started an investigation into automobile 
imports to determine whether they pose 
a national security concern, the same jus-
tification used for his metal tariffs.

“You look at the European Union,” the 

president told a crowd in Duluth, Minne-
sota, on Thursday. “They put up barriers 
so that we can’t sell our farm products in. 
And yet they sell Mercedes and BMW and 
the cars come in by the millions. And we 
hardly tax them at all.”

The United States is fighting from a po-
sition of  strength, with the U.S. economy 
on track for one of  its strongest years in 
a decade. Europe doesn’t have the same 

By JACK EWING
NEW YORK TIMES
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Mackenzie Heffner, 11, left, and her sister, Peyton, 8, both of Fairfield, fly kites above their campsite Thursday at Sonoma Raceway.

Start your engines

Top stock-car drivers gather to entertain and honor bus driver fire heroes

SONOMA

NASCAR returns to Sonoma Raceway this 
weekend with three days of  high-revving 
motorsports entertainment and a nod to 

fire survivors, culminating with the Toyota/Save 
Mart 350 stock car race on Sunday.

In recognition of  the devastating October wild-
fires that ravaged Sonoma County and the North 
Bay, the raceway will use its biggest weekend of  
the year to pay tribute to those affected, recogniz-
ing first responders and local heroes and lending 
its support to ongoing rebuilding efforts.

During the pre-race show Sunday, several peo-
ple who were nominated for heroic acts during 
the fires will be honored as part of  the raceway’s 

By LORI A. CARTER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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INSIDE For Kurt Busch, Sonoma means a return to the beginning / C1

Navy veteran 
Nick Salemme’s 
American flag 
is reflected in 
his sunglasses 
Thursday as he 
fastens the flag 
to his off-road  
vehicle at 
Sonoma  
Raceway’s  
50 Acres  
campground 
before this 
weekend’s  
NASCAR event 
at Sonoma 
Raceway.

PG&E may owe at least $2.5B

Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
warned investors Thursday it an-
ticipates being held liable for at 
least $2.5 billion in damages for 
October’s Northern California 

wildfires — and could be on the 
hook for billions more.

The San Francisco-based utili-
ty said $2.5 billion is the low end 
of  its potential liability based on 
a growing number of  lawsuits 
— now approaching 200 — filed 
against the company. PG&E ex-
ecutives did not set a ceiling for 
its exposure, stating there are too 
many unknowns to make a rea-
sonable estimate.

Insured losses from the fires 

are estimated to reach $10 bil-
lion, and some industry analysts 
have said the total could climb 
to as much as $15 billion. That 
far exceeds the approximately  
$840 million in insurance cover-
age PG&E listed in a financial 
filing Thursday. It also is sig-
nificantly larger than the fines 
and settlement costs imposed on 
PG&E from the 2010 San Bruno 
natural gas pipeline explosion, 
which exceeded $1.9 billion.

“We have concluded that we 
are likely to incur a financial 
loss with respect to certain fires,” 
PG&E CEO and president Geisha 
Williams said Thursday in a con-
ference call.

PG&E has been trying to build 
support in the state Capitol for 
legislation that would constrain 
its potential liability, arguing the 
fires were caused by an unprece-
dented mix of  weather events re-
lated to climate change. Williams 

recommitted to fighting the state 
policy known as “inverse con-
demnation,” which could make 
PG&E liable for damage linked 
to its equipment regardless of  
whether it is found negligent or 
at fault for the fires. She called 
California’s treatment of  wildfire 
liability a “flawed construct” and 
“simply bad public policy.”

“Our goal is to change the 

OCTOBER WILDFIRES » 
Investors warned about 
damages from lawsuits
By KEVIN FIXLER
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