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RURAL RESIDENTS WORRIED: As Santa Rosa 
officials hope to install backup well in Rincon 
Valley, many fear for their water supply / A3
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TECH TREK » SSU camp offers 
labs, activities to boost girls’ 
interest in STEM careers.   A3

NIGHT BEATS » New column 
covers smaller venues, artists 
like Brothers Comatose.   D1

LIVE AT LAGUNITAS » Free 
concert series brings variety 
of acts to Petaluma.   D1

Statue of Sonoma’s founder 
to keep eye on town plaza

General Mariano Guadalupe 
Vallejo is finally getting his due 
in Sonoma with a statue that will 

grace the plaza and town he created 
more than 180 years ago.

The life-size bronze likeness of  him 
sitting on a bench won’t just be a conve-
nient place to snap a selfie with the gen-
eral — it will highlight his importance 

as one of  the most influential figures in 
early California history.

“We wanted to make a contribution 
to the founder of  our wonderful town,” 
said city historian Robert Demler, 
chairman of  the citizens committee that 
raised the money to pay for the statue. 
“A small group of  citizens did this. It 
took effort and time and patience.”

The statue was installed this week 

Sculptor Jim 
Callahan will 
formally unveil 
his statue of 
Sonoma city 
founder  
General  
Mariano  
Vallejo in the 
town Plaza  
this Saturday.

JOHN BURGESS  
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

By CLARK MASON
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Rough road for GOP health bill
INSIDE

 ■A bill  
breakdown: Key 
aspect involves 
moving dollars 
from poor 
to rich. / A11

 ■ Insurers’ 
hesitance over 
controversial 
drug foreshadows 
possible future 
hurdles / B1

WASHINGTON — The health care 
proposal unveiled by Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell on Thurs-
day came under immediate attack 
from conservative and centrist Re-
publican senators as well as industry 

officials, casting the bill’s viability 
into doubt even as GOP leaders plan 
to bring it to a final vote next week.

The 142-page bill, which McCo-
nnell, R-Kentucky, released after 
weeks of  drafting it in secrecy, drew 
swift criticism from hard-right sen-
ators who argued it does not go far 
enough in undoing Barack Obama’s 
signature health care law — the Af-

fordable Care Act. It also prompted 
an outcry from centrist senators 
and medical organizations worried 
that it takes on the law, known as 
Obamacare, too aggressively and 
would lead to millions losing their 
health care or receiving fewer bene-
fits.

These critics effectively delivered 
their opening bids in what is expect-
ed to be a contentious week of  nego-
tiations. McConnell is trying to pass 
the bill before the July 4 recess, with 
Republican leaders seeking to quick-

ly learn whether they will be able to 
fulfill years of  promises to roll back 
the law or whether it’s time to turn to 
other items on their legislative agen-
da, such as overhauling the tax code.

No Republican senators definitive-
ly said they would vote against the 
bill, instead focusing attention on 
the provisions that would need to be 
changed to earn their vote. President 
Donald Trump predicted the final 
product is “going to be great” — but 

SENATE PLAN » Conservative and moderate Republicans 
battle over how far the bill would go to undo Obamacare  
By SEAN SULLIVAN, KELSEY 
SNELL AND JULIET EILPERIN
WASHINGTON POST
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Bronson Pollack, 15, drives brothers Cameron, 12, and Landon, 10, Thursday in a go-cart as their father sets up their camp at the Sonoma Raceway. 

Setting up camp in style

With motor homes and modest tents, 4,600 race fans create instant city     

Shelly Mathews asked her kids to check 
the dryer Thursday afternoon at Sono-
ma Raceway.

“Is the laundry done?” she wanted to 
know.

Outside, a breeze off San Pablo Bay made 
the bright, 84-degree day more tolerable 

than meteorological 
warnings of  a siz-
zler had indicated 
for moving-in day 
at the Sears Point 
racetrack.

Inside their 43-
foot motor home, 

the Mathews family had all the comforts 
of  home: three beds, two baths, air con-
ditioning, washer and dryer, big-screen 
television, gas fireplace, gleaming floors 
and paneling.

In all, there were 18 members of  four 
families from Corona in a compound 
framed by three motor homes worth more 
than $1 million combined in the flat, tree-
less 50 Acre Campground across Highway 
121 from the raceway.

“It’s the NASCAR family — it’s a party,” 

Joe Bryant declared, standing amid an 
array of  ice chests, barbecues, griddles, 
a game table and an inflatable swimming 
pool still awaiting water.

They are part of  a throng of  4,600 race 
fans — equal to more than half  the pop-
ulation of  Cloverdale — staying for the 
weekend at the raceway’s five sold-out 
campgrounds. 

Tens of  thousands of  more people will 
buy tickets, but the raceway does not re-
lease attendance figures, spokeswoman Jen 
Imbimbo said. 

Sunday is the main event, the Toyota/
Save Mart 350, the first road course race 
in NASCAR’s Monster Energy Cup Series, 
featuring 110 laps on the 10-turn, 1.99-mile 
course that slithers like an asphalt serpent 
over the southern Sonoma County hills.

It’s considered the county’s largest 
sporting event, and likely the biggest social 

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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INSIDE
 ■Alon Day is first Israeli 

driver to race in top series
 ■Xfinity champion Suarez 

races in Sonoma for first time
Stories, C1

NASCAR » SONOMA RACEWAY

Tony Kirouac and Kayla Baker of San Diego 
show off their American NASCAR attire. 

Trump 
says he 
has no 
tapes

WASHINGTON —For decades 
in his frequently public private 
life, Donald Trump’s flare for 
the dramatic was an asset. Play-
ing to New York’s tabloids and 
later to a national reality-TV au-
dience, he became a billionaire 
and a household name and ulti-
mately a political player.

But as president of  the United 
States, Trump’s penchant for 
showmanship, verbal combat 
and short-term distractions has 
invited long-term difficulties.

That weakness was on viv-
id display Thursday as Trump 
sought to end a mystery of  his 
own creation: whether he se-
cretly recorded White House 
conversations with his fired FBI 
director, James B. Comey. He 
did not, Trump said.

His latest statement — on 
Twitter, of  course — seemed 
designed to clean up one of  the 
most damaging backfires of  
his presidency: a six-week-long 
game of  tease that began with 
a tweet, which in turn played 
a major role in bringing about 
the appointment of  a special 
counsel who now appears to be 
looking into obstruction-of-jus-
tice allegations against the pres-
ident. In typical Trump fashion, 

President’s prior hints 
he recorded his talk with 
Comey prove hollow

By MICHAEL A. MEMOLI
MCCLATCHY NEWS SERVICE

TURN TO TAPES » PAGE A8

President Donald Trump


