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DICK VAN PATTEN DIES: Actor 
known for his role as the father 
on TV’s “Eight Is Enough.” / A2
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FAIR STAYS TRUE 
TO ITS ROOTS

Sonoma-Marin Fair and World’s Ugliest Dog Contest return to Petaluma Empire

NEW WAY TO SEE 
WINERIES UP CLOSE
Austrian off-road vehicles  
have taken Wine Country by 
storm Food+Wine

Nearing ‘$1B club’

CRISTA JEREMIASON / The Press Democrat

GROWTH COMMODITY: Jennifer Beretta, assistant herdsman, bottle feeds a newborn calf Tuesday at Beretta Dairy in Santa Rosa. 

Backlash 
grows to 

drop flags, 
emblems

COLUMBIA, S.C. — What 
began as scattered calls for re-
moving the Confederate battle 
flag from a single state Capitol 
intensified with striking speed 
and scope on Tuesday into an 
emotional, nationwide move-
ment to strip symbols of  the 
Confederacy from public parks 
and buildings, license plates, 
parks, Internet shopping sites 
and retail stores.

The South Carolina Legisla-
ture, less than week after nine 
parishioners were shot to death 
in a black church in Charles-
ton, voted overwhelmingly on 
Tuesday to debate removing the 
Confederate flag from its State 
House grounds.

In Tennessee, political leaders 
from both parties said a bust of  

Abalone diver embraced sport as he did life

George McBeth built a career in con-
struction starting as an apprentice on the 
McDonald Mansion, Santa Rosa’s premier 
residence. He was the lead hunting and 
fishing adventurer in his tight-knit family. 
And he lived his belief  that every act need-
ed to be done with integrity.

That included abalone diving, which 
McBeth, 56, pursued with a passion for de-
cades on the Sonoma Coast. 

The Santa Rosa building contractor 
died Saturday while abalone diving with 
a friend off Timber Cove. About 150 yards 
from shore, McBeth had plucked one aba-
lone when he surfaced and suffered a med-

ical emergency his family believes was a 
heart attack stemming from a pre-existing 
condition. 

The death is the sixth involving an aba-
lone diver on the North Coast this season. 

The loss has rocked McBeth’s family. 
Tuesday they described him as a strong 
abalone diver who had gotten so proficient 
at the sport that he took special pleasure in 
hunting for the more elusive trophy mol-
lusks of  10-inches across or larger. Such 
abalone are most often found in 35 or 40 
feet of  water, requiring a deep, long dive.

“He really was in a league of  his own,” 
said his brother, James McBeth of  Santa 
Rosa.

George McBeth’s wife, Lorie McBeth, 
called her husband the love of  her life and 
said his enthusiasm for the sport was in-
dicative of  how he embraced his life. “His 
spirit was always about that adventure,” 
she said, sitting in the couple’s home off 

ANNUAL CROP REPORT

Surging prices lift organic products while wine grapes still dominate

Judge strikes 
down anti-gay 
ballot measure

Saying a proposed ballot mea-
sure calling for the killing of  gay 
people is “patently unconstitu-
tional on its face,” a Sacramento 
County judge has ruled that the 
state attorney general can halt 
the proposal.

With the judge’s ruling, the 
so-called Sodomite Suppression 
Act will not move forward to the 
signature-gathering phase and 
cannot be placed on a future 
ballot. The proposal, submitted 
by Huntington Beach attorney 
Matthew McLaughlin, sought 
to authorize the murder of  gays 
and lesbians by “bullets to the 
head” or “any other convenient 
method.”

“This proposed act is the prod-
uct of  bigotry, seeks to promote 
violence, is patently unconsti-

AGRICULTURE  
IN COUNTY
Sonoma County’s farm sector 
racked in nearly $900 million in 
2014, according to 2014 Sonoma 
County Crop Report. 

 ■ Livestock and poultry 
products: $164 million, up 
40 percent from 2013

 ■ Grape crop: $592.8 million, 
down 2 percent

 ■ Apple production: $3.4 mil-
lion in 2014, down 41 percent

 ■ Cultivated field crops: 
$4.7 million, down 41 percent

 ■ Nursery products: $25 mil-
lion, down 17 percent 

Sonoma County’s farm bounty totaled al-
most $900 million in 2014, driven by increases 
in sectors outside the traditionally dominant 
grape crop that represents two-thirds of  the 
county’s agriculture industry.

The 6 percent increase came mainly from 
price increases in milk, beef  and lamb, fur-
ther signifying that the county is benefiting 
from tremendous growth in the farm-to-ta-
ble movement that values high-end, organic 
products and is driven by consumers who are 
willing to pay a top price for them. For exam-
ple, on the consumer side, it can be seen from 
the cheese produced by Cowgirl Creamery to 
the olive oil produced at McEvoy Ranch — 
both booming businesses based in Petaluma.

“We’re closing in on the $1  billion club. 
There’s only a handful of  counties that really 
produce over a $1 billion in raw agriculture 
commodities,” Agriculture Commissioner 
Tony Linegar said Tuesday as he presented 
an overview of  the 2014 crop report to county 
supervisors.

The Central Valley is the dominant agri-
culture region in California in terms of  quan-
tity and overall cash value. In fact, Sonoma 
County is not even in the top 10. But the coun-
ty has staked out a reputation for producing 
high-quality products, such as top-notch 
pinot noir and chardonnay grapes, organic 
milk, Scottish highland and wagyu beef, and 
has benefited from the high demand in the 
marketplace.

“Being located in the North Bay, it really 
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Calls for removal of  
Confederacy symbols reach 

beyond South to nation

By CAMPBELL ROBERTSON  
and MONICA DAVEY

NEW YORK TIMES

SR contractor who died Saturday  
off Timber Cove recalled by family 

as strong, adventurous spirit

By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

ALBERT CESARE / Montgomery Advertiser

A Confederate flag flies 
Monday near the Alabama 
Confederate Memorial in 
Montgomery, Ala.

McBeth family

George McBeth measures a 10-inch abalone on 
the Sonoma Coast near The Sea Ranch in 2010.
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