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No generator at SR senior facility
VILLA CAPRI » Attorney
says disabled had to use
stairs under darkness in fire
By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A Fountaingrove senior care
home had no backup generator
the night an October fire raced
into Santa Rosa and cut off electricity to the complex, leaving

dozens of infirm residents to
evacuate in darkness without
an elevator before it burned to
the ground, according to an attorney suing the company.
Oakmont
Senior
Living,
which operated Villa Capri,
revealed the absence of a generator in pretrial discovery
responses, said San Francisco
attorney Kathryn Stebner, who
represents 17 residents and
family members accusing the

company and its affiliates of
negligence and abandonment of
residents that night.
Oakmont officials also conceded Villa Capri residents
didn’t participate in fire drills
conducted by the facility’s staff,
Stebner said.
“Without a generator or real
drills, how were residents with
wheelchairs and walkers supposed to safely get off the second floor in an emergency? This

situation both shocks me and
makes me sad to think of what
these residents went through,”
Stebner said.
Company officials and an attorney didn’t respond to multiple requests for comment last
week.
The revelations emerged this
month as two Sonoma County
judges ruled against motions
by Windsor-based Oakmont Senior Living, which was seeking

“We’re really concerned about a lot of people cutting down
a lot of vegetation because it will make them feel safe.”

Charred landscape
tells fire’s complex toll
CAITLIN CORNWALL, biologist, about landscape decisions being made after the October wildfires

to add PG&E to the case and
postpone residents’ attorneys
from interviewing top company
officials, according to court documents.
The lawsuit alleges Villa
Capri staff abandoned at
least a third of the roughly 70
residents, including some who
were bedridden and living with
dementia, in the earliest hours
TURN TO GENERATOR » PAGE A13

A push
to build
higher
in SR
Exemption from state
environmental rules
sought in fire rebuild
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A plan to suspend bedrock
state environmental regulations
to help speed the construction
of new housing in fire-ravaged
Sonoma County received a sympathetic hearing Wednesday in
Sacramento, but also skepticism
about whether relaxing environmental regulations
was
the best way to
help the region
recover.
Assemblyman Jim Wood
and Santa Rosa
Mayor
Chris
Coursey
told Jim
a Senate com- Wood
mittee that AB
2267 was crucial to help Santa
Rosa stave off the “impending
economic crisis” the city faces
if it doesn’t build new housing
quickly.
“In the aftermath of this tragedy, the data suggests that unless the region can replace these
homes and expand the supply
TURN TO REBUILD » PAGE A2
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LANDSCAPE TRANSFORMED: Caitlin Cornwall, a biologist and research program manager with the Sonoma Ecology Center, takes in the view Thursday from a
ridgeline of Sugarloaf Ridge State Park at Hood Mountain, which was burned during the October fires, near Kenwood.

Border crisis
not backed
up by data

Despite blackened trees, flames have rejuvenated some plant growth
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

he scorched ridges rising
above Sonoma Valley still look
from the air like the October
wildfires were recent, the flames’
path over the Mayacamas Mountains visible in dark shadows of bare
earth and burned trees.
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effort after the wildfires / H1 a battlescarred
sentinel, one of several well-known
peaks that serve as silent memorials to blazes that burned hottest on
steep, rugged terrain.
Eight months after wind-whipped
flames spread and converged across
137 squares miles of Sonoma County
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beginning Oct. 8, the human toll is
indisputable.
Twenty-four lives were lost here
in the firestorm. Nearly 5,300 homes
were destroyed.
Whole neighborhoods were leveled
and dispersed, the diaspora still largely unmeasured though three seasons

that have passed since the fires.
But the landscape tells a nuanced
story of stark contrasts — ecological
setbacks, losses and risks unleashed
by the fires, as well as gains for nature and an ongoing rejuvenation in
TURN TO LANDSCAPE » PAGE A14

EXAMINING
PLANTS: Claudia
Zbinden looks at
a matilija poppy
on the property,
where she lived
outside Santa
Rosa on Tuesday.

BROWNSVILLE, Texas — The
mayor of this Texas border city
has been dealing with a crisis.
This past week, he declared a
state of emergency. Drones filled
the skies and emergency vehicles
raced down the streets. But none
of it had anything to do with illegal immigration.
It had to do with the weather.
A
severe
thunderstorm
caused widespread flooding
throughout the Rio Grande Valley in recent days. That other
crisis — the one that President
Donald Trump says has been
unfolding on the border because of the illegal entry of immigrants — is largely a fiction,
the mayor, Tony Martinez, and
other Brownsville residents and
leaders said.
“There is not a crisis in the
TURN TO BORDER » PAGE A12
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