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LUXURY HOME SALES SURGING: Houses priced 
over $1 million in Santa Rosa and elsewhere 
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CELESTIAL CREATIONS » Santa Rosa 
illustrator Simonnet brings space 
phenomena vividly to life.  D1

RIP-ROARING DAY AT 
THE RODEO » Two-day 
event of wrestling, 
roping and more lures 
enthusiasts of cowboy 
life to Duncans Mills. A3

County ERs flooded 
by Medi-Cal patients

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

INFANT EXAMINATION: Dr. Danielle Oryn checks the heartbeat of Kassandra Rodriquez, 8 months, on June 16 at the Petaluma Health Center. A visit to a health 
center or urgent care facility is often less costly than visiting emergency rooms, which are still heavily relied upon by Medi-Cal patients in Sonoma County. 

Hospital emergency departments in Sonoma County 
are seeing a dramatic surge in Medi-Cal patients, 
the result of  a provision in former President Barack 

Obama’s landmark health care law that greatly expanded 
coverage for tens of  thousands of  poor local residents.

New state data shows Medi-Cal patients made 150 visits 
each day to area emergency rooms last year, up from 90 visits 
a day in 2013, the year before the Affordable Care Act lowered 
eligibility requirements for California’s insurance program 
for low-income residents. 

The 67 percent jump in ER visits by Medi-Cal patients over 
the past three years is troubling to medical professionals 
because historically a large share of  ER visits are for 
nonemergency medical conditions, such as coughs, 
headaches, back pain and the flu. More nonemergency 
patients in the ER means longer waits for those who suffer 
a real emergency, said Dr. Omar Ferrari, chairman of  
Memorial Hospital’s emergency department.

“There’s a serious disconnect between what society be-
lieves the function of  the emergency department should be 
and what a large subset of  our patients actually use it for,” 
Ferrari said.

A visit to the nearest ER is also much more costly than 
seeking care at an urgent care center. One often cited study, 
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ERS SWAMPED BY NEWLY INSURED PATIENTS
Sonoma County hospitals have seen a 67 percent increase in emergency 
room visits by Medi-Cal patients since 2013, the year before the 
A�ordable Care Act expanded insurance for low-income residents.

* Includes patients covered by the VA, workers’ compensation and other programs

Source: O�ce of Statewide Health Planning and Development

HEALTH CARE » RISE IN INSURED POOR

Surge in visits during past 3 years beginning to drop as people redirected
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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GOP bill may put more pressure on system  

Emergency rooms would once 
again become the main medi-
cal access point for low-income 

residents under the Republican 
Party’s latest health care bill, which 
seeks to replace former President 
Barack Obama’s Affordable Care 
Act, according to local and state 

health care experts.
Unveiled last week in the Senate, 

the Better Care Reconciliation Act 
would roll back Obamacare’s massive 
expansion of  Medicaid, which 
brought government-subsidized 
health coverage to 11 million low-
income residents across the country, 
including 4 million in California and 
35,000 in Sonoma County.

“People will go back to waiting 

until it’s too late to access health 
care,” said Dr. Michelle Quiogue, 
president of  the California Acade-
my of  Family Physicians.

Quiogue said that means more 
people with high medical needs 
will appear in emergency rooms, 
including people suffering heart 
attacks, strokes and complica-

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO GOP BILL » PAGE A14

INSIDE
 ■Nevada senator 

pushed, pulled 
from all sides over 
health care bill 

 ■GOP’s effort to 
repeal Obamacare 
raising seniors’ 
fears on Medicaid
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Wet winter 
ups ante for 
hikers on trek

LOS ANGELES — Anya Sellst-
ed had scaled scary snow-covered 
passes and forded frightening 
rivers during her solo hike from 
Mexico to Canada when the haz-
ards of  California’s gargantuan 
winter finally caught up to her.

While crossing a partly sub-
merged log in Yosemite National 
Park, Sellsted was sucked under 
the tree and down the rushing 
creek. She gasped for air as the 
weight of  her 55-pound backpack 
pushed her under the frigid water.

No one was within miles as 
she was battered and scraped on 
rocks before grasping branches 
and saving herself.

“I couldn’t stop screaming 
and shaking and crying,” said 
Sellsted, who swigged whiskey 
to calm her nerves.

Sellsted is one of  several hik-
ers who reported harrowing 
incidents tackling the 2,650-mile 
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Rescuers 
dig for 
bodies 
in China 

BEIJING — China mounted 
a major rescue effort Satur-
day with 118 people still miss-
ing after a landslide caused 
by torrential rain destroyed a 
mountain village in the south-
western province of  Sichuan 
earlier in the day, state media 
reported.

Just 15 bodies had been re-
covered by late Saturday.

The landslide hit the village 
of  Xinmo in Maoxian county 
some time after 5 a.m., bury-
ing 62 houses, according to 
the Sichuan provincial gov-
ernment, state media said. 
Three survivors — a couple 
and their month-old baby — 
were rescued and taken to the 
hospital.

Qiao Dashuai said they had 
survived only because his in-
fant son had woken him up.

“It was after 5 a.m. and my 
son was crying, so I got up to 
change his diaper,” he told 
China Central Television. 
“Then I heard a loud noise 
from the back. I thought it was 
the wind, so I went to close the 
door, but air and water came 
in, and rocks landed in the liv-
ing room.”

Qiao said he and his wife 
had grabbed their son and ran 
out of  the house.

The rest of  the village was 
obliterated, and hopes of  find-

Early-morning landslide 
buries mountain village; 
scores of people missing 
By SIMON DENYER
WASHINGTON POST

TURN TO CHINA » PAGE A15

NEWHOMES IN RINCON VALLEY
priced from the mid-$500,000s

985 PROSPECTAVE, SANTA ROSA | RINCONPLACE.COM

grand opening weekend
today from 11am-6pm
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