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Trump: Speed deportations

Retailer 
pushes 
private
labels

It started with a simple bat-
tery.

Around 2009, Amazon quietly 
entered the private-label busi-
ness by offering a handful of  
items under a new brand called 
AmazonBasics. 

Early offerings were the kinds 
of  unglamorous products con-
sumers typically bought at their 
local hardware store: power 
cords and cables for electron-
ics and, in particular, batteries 
— with prices roughly 30 per-
cent lower than that of  national 
brands like Energizer and Dura-
cell.

The results were stunning. In 
just a few years, AmazonBasics 
had grabbed nearly a third of  
the online market for batteries, 
outselling both Energizer and 
Duracell on its site.

Inside Amazon’s Seattle head-
quarters, that success raised a 
tantalizing possibility. If, with 
very little effort, Amazon could 
become a huge player in the bat-
tery market, what else might be 
possible for the company?

Anyone who spends much 
time on the Amazon site can 
see the answer to that question. 
The company now has roughly 
100 private-label brands for sale 
on its huge online marketplace, 
of  which more than five dozen 
have been introduced in the past 
year alone. 

But few of  those are sold un-
der the Amazon brand. Instead, 
they have been given a variety of  
anodyne, disposable names like 
Spotted Zebra (kids’ clothes), 
Good Brief  (men’s underwear), 
Wag (dog food) and Rivet (home 
furnishings).

On the surface, the move into 
the private-label business (in 
which goods are sold under the 
retailer’s name rather than that 
of  an outside vendor) appears to 
be a deft move by Amazon. 

Analysts predict that nearly 
half  of  all online shopping in 
the United States will be con-
ducted on Amazon’s platform in 
the next couple of  years. 

President Donald Trump un-
leashed an aggressive attack 
Sunday on unauthorized immi-
grants and the judicial system 
that handles them, saying that 
those who cross into the United 
States illegally should be sent 
back immediately without due 
process or an appearance before 
a judge.

“We cannot allow all of  these 
people to invade our Country,” 
Trump tweeted while on the 

way to his golf  course in Vir-
ginia. “When somebody comes 
in, we must immediately, with 
no Judges or Court Cases, bring 
them back from where they 
came.”

It was another twist in an al-
ready head-spinning series of  
developments on immigration 
since the administration an-
nounced a zero tolerance policy 
two months ago, leading to the 
mass separation of  children 
from parents who cross the bor-
der illegally and an outcry from 
Democrats and many Republi-
cans. Trump signed an execu-
tive order to end the separations 
last week, but the sudden shifts 
have led to confusion along the 
border about how children and 
parents will be reunited and 

to turmoil in Congress as the 
House prepares to vote on a 
sweeping immigration bill this 
week.

Still, the president, who has 
always dug his heels in when 
criticized, has not backed back 
down from his hard-line talk, 
even amid a national outcry 
over a detainment policy that 
has resulted in the separation of  
more than 2,300 children from 
their families.

He has instead gone on the 
offensive, complaining to aides 
about why he could not just cre-
ate an overarching executive or-
der to solve the problem, accord-
ing to two people familiar with 
the deliberations. Aides have 

President challenges 
immigrants’ right  
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Immigrant families line up to enter the central bus station Sunday after 
they were processed and released by U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion in McAllen, Texas. 
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A firefighter battles the Pawnee fire in Lake County on Sunday. More than 7,700 acres have been burned.

Lake County blaze 
still uncontained

Flames raced through eastern Lake 
County on Sunday, devouring 7,700 acres 
and forcing thousands to flee for their lives 
in the first major wildfire to erupt in the 
North Bay since the October firestorm.

By nightfall, the Pawnee fire had de-
stroyed 12 structures and threatened 
600 others in the Spring Valley area, a rural 
community northeast of  Clearlake Oaks, 
Cal Fire officials said. 

A thick plume of  smoke spiraled into 
the sky and showered ash over the region, 
including sections of  Sonoma County 
50 miles away. Erupting on the third day of  
summer, it served as a sobering reminder 
of  fire’s unpredictable and explosive force 
in a region still scarred from the worst 
wildfires in California history.

“Spring Valley people are scared to death 
of  these fires, and we have just begun fire 
season,” said resident Sherre Prior, 74, who 
was evacuated from her home at Spring 
Valley and Wolf  Creek roads around mid-
night Saturday. 

“I’ve never seen flames like this,” said 
neighbor Gigi Armitage, 53, who has lived 
in Spring Valley for 18 years. “They were 
really thick and red, and they were mov-
ing. You could hear the snapping of  the 
burning trees and the bang of  people’s pro-
pane tanks.”  

The fire broke out at 5:23 p.m. Saturday 
near Pawnee Road and New Long Valley 
Road, burning 1,000 acres before midnight. 
It grew to 1,500 acres by Sunday morning 
and then exploded during the day as the 

Nearly 8,000 acres and 12 structures consumed; 2,000 evacuated
By DAN TAYLOR
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The orange and red 
points on a heat 
map produced from 
satellite images 
show the boundaries 
of the Pawnee fire 
as of 2 p.m. Sunday 
between Clear Lake 
and Indian Valley 
Reservoir.
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See a gallery of photos 
from the Pawnee Fire at 
pressdemocrat.com


