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High court ruling bolsters Obama’s legacy
ANALYSIS: With decision ending final
Affordable Care Act challenge, president’s
domestic achievements take step forward
By DAVID NAKAMURA
WASH I N G T O N P O S T

WASHINGTON — For President Barack
Obama, the threats to his health-care law have
spanned the 6½ year arc of his presidency and
come from virtually every direction: the Congress, the courts and the administration itself in
the form of an initially faulty website.
“There’ve been successes and setbacks,” Obama

said Thursday in the Rose Garden. Then, with a
deadpan look toward Vice President Joe Biden, he
added: “The setbacks I remember clearly.”
But this was a cheerful moment to remember
— an inflection point, as White House aides like
to say, that brought an emerging domestic legacy
into sharper focus.
The Supreme Court, in a 6-3 decision, upheld a
key provision in the Affordable Care Act that ended the last major challenge to the law and cemented his signature legislative achievement — one
that, the president noted, has eluded generations
of White House predecessors.
Obama ticked off a series of statistics that he
said, taken together, show “this law is working
exactly as it’s supposed to.” But beyond the imme-

diate accounting, the president looked to history,
to the great milestones of American liberalism
— Social Security and Medicare — and placed his
achievement firmly among them.
“This generation of Americans chose to finish
the job — to turn the page on a past when our citizens could be denied coverage just for being sick,”
he said. “We chose to write a new chapter, where
in a new economy, Americans are free to change
their jobs or start a business, chase a new idea,
raise a family — free from fear.”
Inside the West Wing, the legal victory provided
a jolt of enthusiasm that, with 18 months left in his
tenure, Obama’s domestic achievements are accumulating just as his governing record is being scru-
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Census data show that in Sonoma County, baby boomers’
numbers and influence are giving way to a younger generation

Millennials moving in

Tony Magee, owner of
Lagunitas Brewing Co.

Petaluma
brewer
expands
to LA
Lagunitas Brewing looks to
tap into Southwest market
with Azusa facility plans
By BILL SWINDELL
T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT
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GAINING GROUND: At The Engine is Red, a creative marketing agency in Santa Rosa, account manager Kerry Dorado, right, on Thursday talks with art director
Erin Opperman, while Dan Davis works at his computer. The majority of the agency’s employees are millenials, born between 1982 and 2000.

SHIFTING
FIGURES

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
TH E P RE S S D E MO C RAT

M

illennials, the wave of young people who
grew up in the Internet Age, are increasingly
displacing their elders, the baby boomers, as
the dominant demographic group in the United States,
reflecting the younger generation’s increasing influence as an economic and cultural force.
There are now 83.1 million millennials in the United
States, exceeding the baby boomer population by
7.7 million, according to new population estimates
issued Thursday by the U.S. Census Bureau.
While Sonoma County baby boomers still outnumber local millennials, a Press Democrat analysis of the
census data found that the number of local boomers
has decreased by 1,702 residents since 2010, while the
number of millennials has increased by 1,464 people
during that period.
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Census statistics
show Sonoma
County’s changing
demographics.
BABY BOOMERS
2010: 142,385
2014: 140,683
Change: Drop
of 1,702, or 1%

FUELING INNOVATION: Chris Denny, president of The Engine is
Red, third from left, lunches with co-workers Thursday at Flavor Bistro
in Santa Rosa. Denny says many of the millennials on his staff are
entrepreneurs in their own right, which ramps up the creativity level.

MILLENNIALS
2010: 126,744
2014: 128,208
Change: Growth
of 1,464, or 1%

Petaluma-based
Lagunitas
Brewing Co., which opened its
second brewery in Chicago only
a year ago, now plans to open a
third production facility near
Los Angeles as it looks to expand its coverage in the Southwest and possibly into Mexico.
Lagunitas,
the
nation’s
sixth-largest producer in the
fast-growing craft beer market,
disclosed plans this week to build
a brewery in Azusa with about
420,000 barrels of capacity initially and the potential to produce as
much as 1 million barrels a year.
The Chicago facility can produce
about 1.2 million barrels, while
the Petaluma flagship brewery
is undergoing a $30 million expansion from 450,000 barrels to
750,000 barrels.
Founder and owner Tony Magee said in a blog post that the
company needs a new brewery
to support its growth in the
southwestern United States.
The Petaluma brewery will be
at 85 percent capacity in about
18 months and the company
does not want to ship beer west
from its Chicago facility, which
was designed to serve the East
Coast market, Magee said.
“Secondly, we are doing well
with beer lovers in the Southland and the Southwest in genTURN TO LAGUNITAS, PAGE A5

State lawmakers pass vaccine bill
Mandatory rule would be
one of toughest in nation
By PATRICK MCGREEVY
and RONG-GONG LIN II
L OS AN GE L E S T I M E S
RICH PEDRONCELLI / Associated Press

Opponents of a measure requiring nearly all
schoolkids to be vaccinated gathered Thursday
on the west steps of the Capitol in Sacramento.
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SACRAMENTO — California lawmakers Thursday approved one of
the toughest mandatory vaccination
requirements in the nation, moving to
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end exemptions from state immunization laws based on religious or other
personal beliefs.
The measure, among the most controversial taken up by the Legislature
this year, would require more children who enter day care and school to
be vaccinated against diseases including measles and whooping cough.
Those with medical conditions such
as allergies and immune-system deficiencies, confirmed by a physician,
would be excused from immunization.

FUN ON THE FOURTH: From a musical explosion
at Weill Hall to fireworks across the county,
Independence Day activities abound / TimeOut

And parents could still decline to vaccinate children who attend private
home-based schools or public independent studies off campus.
It is unclear whether Gov. Jerry
Brown will sign the measure, which
grew out of concern about low vaccination rates in some communities and
an outbreak of measles at Disneyland
that ultimately infected more than
150 people.
“The governor believes that vacci-

SANTA ROSA
High 83, Low 54
THE WEATHER, B6

TURN TO VACCINE, PAGE A5

©2015
The Press
Democrat

