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GOP digs for health bill votes

Another 
fix in 
the 2016 
election?

The 2016 presidential contest 
was awash with charges that the 
fix was in: Republican Donald 
Trump repeatedly claimed that 
the election was rigged against 
him, while Democrats have ac-
cused the Russians of  stacking 
the odds in Trump’s favor.

Less attention was paid to 
manipulation that occurred not 
during the presidential race, but 
before it — in the drawing of  
lines for hundreds of  U.S. and 
state legislative seats. The re-
sult, according to an Associated 
Press analysis: Republicans had 
a real advantage.

The AP scrutinized the out-
comes of  all 435 U.S. House races 
and about 4,700 state House and 
Assembly seats up for election 
last year using a new statistical 
method of  calculating partisan 
advantage. 

It’s designed to detect cases in 
which one party may have won, 
widened or retained its grip on 
power through political gerry-
mandering.

The analysis found four times 
as many states with Repub-
lican-skewed state House or 
Assembly districts than Demo-
cratic ones. Among the two doz-
en most populated states that 
determine the vast majority of  
Congress, there were nearly 
three times as many with Re-
publican-tilted U.S. House dis-
tricts.

Traditional battlegrounds 
such as Michigan, North Car-
olina, Pennsylvania, Wiscon-
sin, Florida and Virginia were 
among those with significant 
Republican advantages in their 
U.S. or state House races. All 

WASHINGTON — Senate 
Republican leaders scrambled 
Sunday to rally support for their 

health care bill as opposition 
continued to build inside and 
outside Congress, and as several 
Republican senators questioned 
whether it would be approved 
this week.

President Donald Trump ex-

pressed confidence that the bill 
to repeal the guts of  the Afford-
able Care Act would pass.

“Health care is a very, very 
tough thing to get,” Trump said 
in an interview shown Sunday 
on Fox News. “But I think we’re 
going to get it. We don’t have too 
much of  a choice, because the 
alternative is the dead carcass 
of  Obamacare.”

With Democrats solidly op-
posed to the legislation, Senate 
Republicans must find the votes 
from within. They can afford 
to lose only two votes, but five 
Republican senators have an-
nounced that they cannot sup-
port the health care bill as draft-
ed, and others have expressed 
concerns.

Senate leaders have been try-

ing to lock down Republican 
votes by funneling money to 
red states, engineering a special 
deal for Alaska and arguing that 
they could insure more people 
at a lower cost than the House, 
which passed a repeal bill last 
month.

But as more analysis of  the 
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Larry Armstrong is the owner of the shuttered Buzzard’s Gulch, formerly a part of Cloverleaf Ranch, north of Santa Rosa on Old Redwood  
Highway.  Plans to redevelop the land are causing alarm among environmentalists because the site is located within a community separator.

Rustic camp’s return as 
event center stirs alarm 
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Developer proposes cabins, barn, offices on former Cloverleaf Ranch site

Plans to revive and revamp 
shuttered lodging and event 
grounds off Old Redwood 

Highway are being met with resis-
tance from Sonoma County envi-
ronmentalists who say the project 
will encroach on rural lands voters 
eight months ago overwhelmingly 
agreed to protect from large-scale 
development.

The project would transform 
more than 20 acres just north of  
Santa Rosa into a new business 
called Solstice Sonoma, envisioned 
by San Francisco architect Kevin 
Skiles and his partners as a mod-
ern yet rural getaway for weddings 
and retreats, and for others seeking 
an escape barely removed from city 
services and Highway 101.

Originally developed as part of  
the Cloverleaf  Ranch camp and 
horseback riding school next door, 

the site is located within one of  the 
buffer zones between cities that 
received an additional 20 years of  
protection through the passage of  
Measure K last year. 

Known technically as commu-
nity separators, the buffer zones 
remain subject to longstanding 
county rules requiring voter ap-
proval of  large new projects such 
as major housing tracts, shopping 
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PROPOSED 
DETAILS

 ■ 25 one-bedroom 
cabins

 ■ 7,000-sqaure-foot 
event barn

 ■ 2,500-square-foot 
office building

 ■ 160-car lot
 ■ 8 acres of 

grapevines

Harvick’s victory caps breezy summer race weekend
Tens of  thousands of  motor-

sports fans enjoyed a cool and 
breezy day at Sonoma Raceway 
Sunday for the Toyota/Save 
Mart 350 NASCAR race, won by 
Bakersfield native Kevin Har-
vick.

Urged by “Cars 3” actress 
Cristela Alonzo to “start your 
engines,” the 38 drivers from 
around the United States, and 
new racers from Mexico and Is-
rael, kicked off the 29th annual 
race at Sonoma Raceway under 

clear skies and 69-degree weath-
er.

It was so overcast early that 
a planned aerial stunt perfor-
mance was canceled. But skies 
cleared enough for at least part 
of  the show to go on, and the Pa-
triots Jet Team perfectly punc-
tuated Broadway star Natalie 
Gallo’s national anthem

Fans were hoping for a finish 
as exciting as last year’s. That’s 
when Tony Stewart, who had 
announced his pending retire-
ment, ended an 84-race winless 
streak and overcame Denny 
Hamlin in the final lap for the 

win. It was Stewart’s final victo-
ry in his Cup Series career.

Sunday’s race wasn’t in last-
lap doubt — Harvick took over 
the lead with 22 laps to go and 
held it the rest of  the way.

Sunday was bittersweet for 
fans who came to cheer on Dale 
Earnhardt Jr.

Junior, as he is affectionately 
known in the race world, made 
the last Sonoma Raceway ap-
pearance of  his career, finishing 
sixth. He is retiring at the end of  
this season, citing concussions 
that cut short his performance 
last season. KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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IN SPORTS
 ■Harvick takes 

control late to 
win race / B1

 ■Notes from 
Sonoma Raceway 
/ B7

Kevin Harvick 
celebrates 
after winning 
the Toyota/
Save Mart 350 
on Sunday at 
Sonoma 
Raceway.


