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Gunman kills 1, wounds 2 others

A disgruntled man armed with 
guns and bombs allegedly stormed 
into a dinner party Sunday at a Rin-
con Valley home searching for his es-
tranged wife, killing a neighbor who 
tried to stop him and wounding two 
others, including a 4-year-old boy.

Timothy Gillaspie, 43, the neigh-
bor who met the gunman at the front 
door, was a “true hero” who tried to 
save others, Santa Rosa police Lt. 
John Cregan said. 

The suspected gunman, Walter 
Ross, 65, of  Colorado, was armed with 
two handguns and a bag of  five home-
made explosive devices as he ap-
proached his son’s house on Garfield 
Park Avenue around 8 p.m. Sunday, 
police said.

When Gillaspie heard a confronta-
tion at the door, he got up from the 

table and attempted to prevent Ross 
from entering the home, Cregan said. 
Gillaspie was shot multiple times and 
killed near the doorway.

Gillaspie, who was at the dinner 
with his wife, Katrina, and two sons 
— Shane, 11, and Connor, 14 — had 
never met Ross before Sunday.

He was a “100 percent innocent vic-
tim,” Cregan said. 

“This is truly an unusual and hor-
rific event for our community in Santa 
 

Police: Suspect barged  into 
SR dinner party, opened fire
By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Santa Rosa police investigate scene of a Sunday night 
homicide on Garfield Park Avenue in Santa Rosa where 
a man shot and killed one man and injured two others.

SPRING VALLEY — From 
the back porch of  Christopher 
Musser’s home on Cache Creek 
Road, smoke — at times black, 
brown and white — billowed up 
from the top of  Chalk Mountain 
about a mile away Monday after-
noon.

Flames burst through the 
smoke near the top of  the moun-
tain just before 2 p.m., defy-
ing winds that were pushing 
the hillside blaze away from 
fire-weary Spring Valley. 

Musser, 68, evacuated his 
home Saturday evening, when 
fire came over the ridge and 
down the hill in front of  his 
house in Spring Valley, stop-
ping right at the property line 
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A Manteca Fire Department firefighter puts water on a hotspot near Cache Creek Road in the Pawnee Fire east of Clearlake Oaks on Monday.

Cooler weather 
aids fire crews 

Brown declares state 
of emergency as 12 
homes destroyed

Slightly cooler temperatures and lighter 
winds helped slow the advance of  the wildfire 
raging east of  Clear Lake on Monday, but the 
Pawnee fire remained a formidable foe, grow-
ing to 10,500 acres and continuing to menace 
the rural hillsides of  a county besieged by re-
peated wildfires in recent years.

Gov. Jerry Brown declared a state of  emer-
gency in Lake County on Monday as the fire 
destroyed 22 structures in the rural Spring Val-
ley area, including 12 homes, and 1,500 people 
remained under mandatory evacuation orders. 

Firefighters took advantage of  favorable 
conditions and additional ground and air re-
sources Monday to make a stand, succeeding in 
keeping the flames out of  the most populated 
areas. The fire was 5 percent contained Mon-
day and was moving mostly north and east. 

“The wind is actually pushing the fire away 
from Spring Valley at this point, so that’s 

good,” said Jay Beristianos, chief  of  the North-
shore Fire Protection District.

But behind the encouraging reports of  
progress from the front lines Monday there 
remained a sense of  dread about the long fire 
season ahead with such a large fire so early in 
the season. 

“It’s an ominous sign and it’s the last thing 
that any of  us want,” said state Sen. Mike Mc-
Guire, who spent Sunday visiting evacuees. 
“Any time there’s hot weather and high winds, 

By RANDI ROSSMANN, MARTIN ESPINOZA 
AND KEVIN MCCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Pawnee fire evacuees Wayne Petratuona, from 
left, Michael McDaniel, John Laughridge, and 
Dale Nance make the best of the situation at the 
Moose Lodge on Monday.

ONLINE: See a gallery of photos from the Pawnee fire and a continuously updated map at pressdemocrat.com

Pawnee fire 
survivors try 
to regroup
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Justices: 
Deputy 
can be 
sued

The U.S. Supreme Court Mon-
day cleared the way for a federal 
jury to hear the case against a 
Sonoma County sheriff’s deputy 
who shot and killed Santa Rosa 
teenager Andy Lopez in 2013 
after mistaking a toy pellet gun 
the teen was carrying for an as-
sault rifle.

The justices denied the coun-
ty’s petition to 
give then-Dep-
uty Erick Gel-
haus immuni-
ty from civil 
liability in the 
fatal shooting, 
putting an end 
to the county’s 
attempt to re-
verse a lower 
court’s deci-
sion. In Sep-
tember, 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court 
of  Appeals 
judges indicat-
ed 13-year-old 
Lopez posed 
no immediate 
threat to Gel-
haus and that a 
jury should de-
cide if  the dep-
uty used excessive force.

“At this point, either the 
county settles the case or the 
case goes to trial,” said Gerald 
Peters, an Agoura Hills-based 
attorney representing Lopez’s 
parents in the appeals process.

The case will return to the 
U.S. District Court in Oakland 
and proceed toward a trial.

The county’s petition before 
the nation’s highest court was 
the last route of  appeal in the 
case. Attorney Noah Blechman 
said the county had hoped the 
justices would give Gelhaus 
qualified immunity, shielding 
him from being sued, based 
on an argument that officers 
should be given the benefit of  
the doubt when they perceive a 
deadly threat.

“We’re disappointed because 
we wanted to get clarity and 
guidance on some of  these key 
legal issues that impact not only 
the community at large but re-
ally law enforcement nation-
wide,” Blechman said. 

The U.S. Supreme Court de-
nied Sonoma County’s petition 
without comment. 

Franklin Zimring, professor 
at UC Berkeley School of  Law, 

Supreme Court rules 
Gelhaus could be held 
liable in 2013 death
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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