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Justices uphold US travel ban

WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court ruled Tuesday that President 
Donald Trump has the authority to 
ban travelers from certain majority-

Muslim countries if  he 
thinks it is necessary to 
protect the United States, 
a victory in what has been 
a priority since Trump’s 
first weeks in office and 
a major affirmation of  
presidential power.

The vote was 5-4, with conserva-
tives in the majority and Chief  Jus-
tice John Roberts Jr. finding that a 
string of  unprecedented comments 
and warnings from Trump about 

Muslims did not erode 
the president's vast pow-
ers to control entry into 
this country.

The president reacted 
on Twitter: “SUPREME 
COURT UPHOLDS 
TRUMP TRAVEL BAN. 

Wow!”
Later, the White House issued 

a formal response that also took a 
swipe at Trump’s declared enemies. 
It called the ruling a “vindication 

following months of  hysterical com-
mentary from the media and Dem-
ocratic politicians who refuse to do 
what it takes to secure our border 
and our country.”

Lower courts had struck down 
each of  the three iterations of  the 
president’s travel ban, the first 
of  which was issued in January 
2017. But the administration said 
it fortified the order in response to 

SUPREME COURT » Roberts: 
Decision based on authority 
of president, not politics
By ROBERT BARNES  
AND ANN E. MARIMOW
WASHINGTON POST
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Donald 
Trump
President praised 
the high court 
ruling via Twitter

INSIDE
Court rules California 
may not require religious 
“crisis pregnancy centers” 
to supply information 
about abortions  / B1

States suing  
to reunite  
all families

LOS ANGELES — Seventeen 
states, including New York and 
California, sued the Trump ad-
ministration Tuesday to force 
it to reunite the thousands of  
i m m i g r a n t 
children and 
parents it 
separated at 
the U.S.-Mex-
ico border, as 
the legal and 
political pres-
sure on the 
White House to reconnect fami-
lies more quickly escalated.

The states, all led by Demo-
cratic attorneys general, joined 
Washington, D.C., in filing the 
lawsuit in federal court in Seat-
tle, arguing that they are being 
forced to shoulder increased 
child welfare, education and so-
cial services costs.

“The administration’s practice 

By MICHAEL BALSAMO, WILL 
WEISSERT AND GENE JOHNSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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IMMIGRATION

INSIDE
Yolo County to 
use $2.25 million 
to hire workers 
for juvenile 
detention site for 
immigrants / A6
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A firefighting crew from the Miranda Fire Department watches the Pawnee fire burn Tuesday next to Cache Creek Vineyards, east of Clearlake Oaks. 

Unrelenting blaze 
spreads into wild

The Pawnee fire in eastern Lake County contin-
ued its forward march on Tuesday, burning anoth-
er 1,500 acres, as it spread mostly east into largely 
undeveloped and unforgiving terrain crisscrossed 
by ravines and ridges off the south end of  Indian 
Valley Reservoir.

But an army of  2,700 firefighters — nearly dou-
ble the force that started the day — gained critical 

ground, getting 17 percent of  
the 13,000-acre fire contained 
after it had spread unchecked 
for several days.

Fire officials said a long 
haul lay ahead, given the rug-
ged landscape and the pre-
dicted return of  hot, gusty 
weather this weekend. About 

1,500 people have been evacuated from 600 homes 
in the area.

Lake County Sheriff Brian Martin said there 
were positive developments to welcome.

“The good news is that the containment they 
have reached is around the populated areas, so the 
homes are being protected,” Martin said. “This 
thing’s going to keep burning, and we want it to 
burn away from us.”

He also said he hoped residents of  rural Spring 
Valley, where the fire first started, could return 
home sometime this week.  

But Cal Fire Capt. Scott McLean said Tuesday it 
was unlikely the blaze would be under control be-
fore temperatures spiked into the triple digits and 

Why is the region ablaze again?

Fire is a familiar foe in Lake County.
No other county in California has 

experienced wildfires more frequently 
in the past seven years, on such a stun-
ning scale of  both size and destruction, 
said state Sen. Mike McGuire, who rep-
resents the rural county with 68,000 res-
idents.

“There is no other county in the Gold-
en State that has received such a devas-
tating blow when it comes to wildland 
disaster,” McGuire said Tuesday as he 

surveyed yet another disaster unfold-
ing in his district. “The people of  Lake 
County have suffered significantly.”

The 13,000-acre Pawnee fire east of  
Clear Lake is the first major wildland 
blaze this year. But it’s just the latest 
to explode in Lake County, where fires 
break out year after year, leaving scars 
on the landscape that grow back, only 
to burn again.

Many wildland fires, a few hundred 
acres or smaller, have burned in Lake 
County since 2012. But they are most-
ly forgotten, overshadowed by the big 

A large plume of smoke from the Pawnee Fire is visible from Highway 20, east of 
Clearlake Oaks, on Tuesday. Wildfires have become a familiar foe for the region.

By MARY CALLAHAN AND HANNAH BEAUSANG
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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HELPING  
FIRE VICTIMS
Nonprofit founded to 
help with the October 
fire recovery is donat-
ing $25,000 to assist 
Lake County / A3

LAKE COUNTY » PAWNEE FIRE

Officials predict long 
haul with triple digits, 
gusting winds on tap

Council 
refining 
housing 
bond

Following the collapse of  ef-
forts to place a countywide af-
fordable housing bond on the 
November ballot, Santa Rosa 
appears poised to go it alone. 

The City Council on Tuesday 
unanimously voted to advance 
a city-only affordable housing 
bond, likely somewhere be-
tween $80 million and $180 mil-
lion. 

The size of  the bond will de-
pend on the results of  additional 
polling to determine what voters 
will support, work Councilwom-
an Julie Combs called finding 
the “sweet spot.”

Whatever figure is eventually 
selected, council members made 
it clear that the success of  such 
a bond was their top priority, 
even at the expense of  other rev-
enue measures to prevent possi-
ble budget cuts or upgrade city 
roads and buildings. 

Councilman Tom Schwed-
helm in particular made a point 
of  separating the housing bond 
from the other revenue options 
the council is considering for the 
fall, voting against advancing a 
sales tax measure or a bed tax in-
crease in order to boost the hous-
ing bond’s chances of  passing. 

SANTA ROSA » Most 
voters oppose additional 
tax measures on ballot 
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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